Review of a Photographer / Filmmaker

I have decided to choose both a photographer / Filmmaker for this task, that being Niklas Waller. Niklas is a 28-Year-old Freelance photographer / Filmmaker based in Östersund, Sweden. He specializes in telling stories through both his moving and still images. His portfolio is full of a variety of action shots and videos, mainly showing his passion for mountain bikes. Straight away I can relate to Niklas due to my interest in action sports such as mountain biking. I originally found Niklas from Instagram over a year ago after a post from Red bull including some of his shots from a race, including a tag of his account.
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This shot is from his collection called ‘Connection I & II’.
[bookmark: _Int_gVdr2Pzw][bookmark: _Int_46zkh7EV][bookmark: _Int_GBdHY6ea]This shot was found while researching Niklas’ official website - https://www.niklaswallner.com/portfolio/photography. His portfolio is truly amazing, and it was difficult picking a single image to choose for this task. I chose this photo as I am a fan of silhouette photography, and I feel there is a lot I can critique about this shot. For example, the main standout to me is the biker themselves. That is where my eyes get drawn to straight away. The composition of the shot is perfect too. From the silhouette and shadows of the hills to the lake being lit from the sun's reflection, moving on to the golden hour light mixed with the clouds in the sky. I feel the ‘rule of thirds’ has been used well here. One improvement that this shot could have made is the ‘burnt’ reflection from the sun on the lake. This can also be accounted for the patches in the clouds as well. 

 
How I would implement this into my own work is by taking inspiration from all the colours used in the golden hour, lighting and the subject / model themselves to create my own version of this shot. Being in Wales, I am surrounded by a significant amount of beautiful scenery. I could convince one of my biking mates to model for my own version to make my vision and ideas come to life. Creating my own portfolio with a section dedicated to action shots, and the subject/model itself. By recognizing the highlights of the shot and all the improvements above and making sure to apply what I have been educated by, I feel as though I can capture a variety of amazing shots myself. 
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