Is the United States the greatest country in the world, in your view? Why, or not?
“America has leapt from barbarism to decadence without touching civilization”.[footnoteRef:1] This work shall attempt to answer the question of whether the United States is the greatest country in the world. In order to answer the question, the term ‘greatest country’ must be defined as regards in context, for this work the ‘greatest country’ shall be defined as the socio-economic or social wellbeing of the population of a nation. Another vital question that must be asked is the greatest country in the world at what? There are several areas in which a country can be assessed as to whether they are the greatest or not. This essay shall approach three areas and provide a comparison between the United States of America (USA) and other countries. In the first part of the essay shall focus on healthcare, which would include infant mortality rates and life expectancy. The second part of the essay will address education this will encompass rankings in literacy, maths, and science. The third part of the essay shall discuss the United States Economically (including GDP, exports, household income) and make comparisons to other nations. Finally, the essay shall reach a conclusion in which it is expected to be found that the United States is not the greatest country on the planet and several countries hold a more legitimate claim to the title. [1:  John O’Hara, ‘So They Say’, The Golden Book Magazine, October 1934. P. 405.] 


The first part of this essay shall approach is Healthcare. When considering comparing healthcare across nations, there are many factors that hold influence, however, a strong indicator of a nation’s healthcare is the average life expectancy of its population. While the margins between the majority of countries are extremely fine, for the United States to truly be the greatest country in the world it must have the highest life expectancy. However, according to ‘Our World in Data’ the United States has a life expectancy of 78.86 years, lower than sixty-eight other countries including, Japan, United Kingdom, France, and Germany who all have life expectancies above 80.8.[footnoteRef:2] Despite this lower life expectancy than European countries, the United States does have a higher life expectancy than Russia with a life expectancy of 72.58, and China at 76.91.[footnoteRef:3] A second aspect that provides a point of comparison between nations’ healthcare is infant mortality. Data regarding infant mortality is gathered by the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) in the United States and contained in the World Factbook.[footnoteRef:4] The data shows that infant mortality rates in the United States at 5.8 deaths per thousand live births, this figure is higher than that of fifty-four other countries including, the United Kingdom, Australia, Germany, France, Spain Italy, and considerably higher than Japan’s figure of two deaths per thousand live births.[footnoteRef:5] The cost of healthcare globally is also a factor that must be considered when making a comparison on healthcare globally. Data also gathered through research carried out by the OECD discovered that the United States spent $10,209 per capita on healthcare in 2017 more than any other country.[footnoteRef:6] This data collection from the OECD alongside information on life expectancy and infant mortality rates illustrates that despite the United States spending more on healthcare than any other country, health outcomes are not any better in the United States and that in fact, they are worse than other countries. There is also data collected by Our World in Data in 2017 that displays the United States as having a higher figure in deaths resulting from opioid overdoses than any other nation, with thirteen deaths per hundred thousand individuals.[footnoteRef:7] While this figure alone does not sound much, when comparisons are made to other nations’ figures such as the United Kingdom’s two deaths, or China and Germany’s 0.8 deaths, it is then realised that the United States figure of thirteen is enormous given the population size, this also highlights the countries issue of drug misuse and must be considered when discussing the greatest country in the world.[footnoteRef:8] [2:  Max Roser, Esteban Ortiz-Ospina and Hannah Ritchie, ‘Life Expectancy’, Our World In Data, October 2019 <https://ourworldindata.org/life-expectancy> [Accessed 10 June 2020].]  [3:  Ibid.]  [4:  World Bank Group, ‘World Development Indicators’, World Bank Group, <https://databank.worldbank.org/reports.aspx?source=2&series=SH.DYN.MORT&country=> [Accessed 9 June 2020].]  [5:  Ibid.]  [6:  Organisation for Economic Co-Operation and Development, ‘Health Expenditure and financing’, OECD.org, < https://stats.oecd.org/Index.aspx?DataSetCode=SHA> [Accessed 11 June 2020].]  [7:  Our World in Data, ‘Death rate from opioid overdoses’, Ourworldindata.org, 2017 <https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/death-rate-from-opioid-use?year=latest&country=AFG~CAN~KAZ~KGZ~RUS~RWA~GBR~USA> [Accessed 11 June 2020].]  [8:  Our World in Data, ‘Death rate from opioid overdoses’, Ourworldindata.org, 2017 <https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/death-rate-from-opioid-use?year=latest&country=AFG~CAN~KAZ~KGZ~RUS~RWA~GBR~USA> [Accessed 11 June 2020].] 


Secondly, this essay shall focus on comparing the USA economically to other nation-states. This shall encompass such things as Gross Domestic Product (GDP), exportation, labour force, and median household income. GDP can be described as “the total amount of goods and services produced in a given country in a given year.[footnoteRef:9] GDP is closely linked to Gross National Income (GNI). GNI can be defined as the “total income from all goods and services earned by a country’s producers, regardless of where they operate”.[footnoteRef:10] GNI and in particular GDP have importance as they provide countries with a method of assessing its economic value, and their  universal usage also provide platforms for economic comparisons to be made internationally between nations. An example of the difference between GDP and GNI can be shown by If a United Kingdom company operated and earned profits in Poland, they would be categorised in the GDP of Poland and in the GNI of the United Kingdom. Utilising data from GNI can be misleading as many companies take advantage of lower tax rates in foreign countries by registering their company in the foreign country and thus their income is categorised in the GNI of the country they are registered. An example of how GNI rankings can be misleading is 2018 where Monaco whose taxes for businesses are considerably less than that of the United States and thus many companies were registered in Monaco which in turn meant that Monaco ranked as the country with the highest GNI in the world with the United States at 10th. However, when looking at GDP Monaco were considerably lower at 150th and the United States had a GDP one and a half times larger than the next country in the list China.[footnoteRef:11] When discussing the United States from an economic standpoint it can be described as a powerhouse this is reinforced by Data from the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and World Bank which shows that in regards to GDP the United States ranks at number one and has done so for every year since the 1920s.[footnoteRef:12] The difference between the GDP of the United States and the next highest country, China, is $7 trillion.[footnoteRef:13]  The next area the United States shall be compared to other nations is household income, this can be done in several ways; there is median household income which is the figure that divides income distribution in half, with half above the amount and half having income below that figure.[footnoteRef:14] The other way of examining income is mean household income which is the average cost of income for every household. Income is measured in purchasing power parity (PPP) which is the way in which prices are measured in different nations, it uses the prices of good to compare the power held by a nation’s currency. PPP has an inflation rate which differs from ‘market exchange rates’ due to tariffs and transaction costs, PPP provides a fairer way of making comparisons between the income of different nations. Data gathered by the OECD regarding median income displays the United States as ranking third amongst nations with a figure of $34,514 with only two countries, Switzerland, and Norway, ranking higher by a very fine margin.[footnoteRef:15] However, using the same data to examine mean income, the United States ranked first in the list with $46,903, and is a sizeable difference over the mean income for second-placed Switzerland with $38,469. This data shows us that it is possible for everyone in the United States to earn $46,903 however the median income is below that figure which displays that there is an unfair distribution of wealth across the country.[footnoteRef:16] However, this inequality in the distribution of income is not solely a United States issue and is an issue across the majority of countries internationally. The third way in which comparisons can be made between the United States and other countries can be made economically is through exportation data gathered by the CIA in the World Factbook shows the United States as the country with the second-highest amount of exports with a value of one and a half-trillion dollars beaten only by China’s two trillion dollars.[footnoteRef:17] The united states are followed by Germany in third place with one point four trillion dollars and outside of these three countries the next highest is Japan with nearly seven hundred billions which pales in comparison to the figures of the top three countries.[footnoteRef:18]  [9:  J. Tyler Dickovick and Jonathan Eastwood, Comparative Politics: Integrating Theories, Methods, and Cases, 2nd Ed. (London, Oxford University Press, 2012). P. 72.]  [10:  Ibid.]  [11:  The World Bank, ‘GDP’, worldbank.org <https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.MKTP.CD> [Accessed 10 June 2020].]  [12:  Steven Mintz, ‘United States Becomes a World Power’, Digital History, March 2004 < https://web.archive.org/web/20040302193732/http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/database/article_display.cfm?HHID=188> [Accessed 10 June 2020].]  [13:  The World Bank, ‘GDP’, worldbank.org <https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.MKTP.CD> [Accessed 10 June 2020].]  [14: ]  [15:  Organisation for Economic Co-Operation and Development, ‘Income Distribution Databse’, oecd.org https://stats.oecd.org/Index.aspx?DataSetCode=IDD [Accessed 14 June 2020].]  [16:  Ibid.]  [17:  Central Intelligence Agency, ‘Exports’, The World Factbook, https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/rankorder/2078rank.html [Accessed 13 June 2020].]  [18:  Ibid.] 


The third area in which the USA can be compared internationally to ascertain whether it is the greatest country in the world is Education. Education can be compared in a variety of situations one being literacy, numeracy, and science rankings. When discussing literacy rankings, it is necessary to consider that there is no singular institution or single test that assesses every nation regarding literacy. Literacy rates are also not collected annually or with any consistency, an example of this is the last collected data for literacy rates in the USA was collected in 2003, however, data for Italy was collected in 2015. In a table compiled by Our World in Data from sources such as the World Bank and the CIA World Factbook. The data on the United States showed a literacy rate of 99% and were ranked joint 38th behind such countries as, Kazakhstan, Norway, Tonga, Georgia, Russia and Italy.[footnoteRef:19] However, the data in this table must be interpreted with caution as the year in which the data is gathered varies considerably from nation to nation, for example, the newest data gathered on the USA is from 2003, however, the data gathered from Norway and Russia is from 2011 and 2015 respectively.[footnoteRef:20] Another comparison which can be made is through numeracy rankings, data gathered by the OECD (The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development) via PIAAC (Programme for the International Assessment of Adult Competencies) assessments in which the United States ranked 26th behind nations such as Japan, Germany, United Kingdom and Russia.[footnoteRef:21] The work carried out by the OECD, the reliability of the data gathered by the OECD is far more reliable than the data of the Our World in Data as the PIAAC assessments provide a universal assessment method and at the same period in time. The work carried out by the OECD however is not comprehensive and does not collect data from every country, whereas the work carried out by Our World in Data is comprehensive and contains data for every nation. Nonetheless, whichever data is utilised in comparing the United States to other countries, it is visible that the United States education system is not producing adults that have higher literacy or numeracy skills than any other country. When compiling a list of countries regarding spending on education from sources such as the World Bank and United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) the United States came 65th on the list spending five per cent of their GDP on education spending more than Russia, Germany and Japan.[footnoteRef:22] This higher spending but lower attainment of literacy and numeracy skills suggests that the United States education system is not as effective as other nations. There is also another aspect that should be considered when and that is higher education and university education, the cost of attending a university in the United States is considerably more than any other country in the world, thus, hindering the opportunity for its population to attend university.  [19:  Max Roser and Esteban Ortiz-Ospina, ‘Literacy’, Our World in Data, September 2018 https://ourworldindata.org/literacy [Accessed 10 June 2020].]  [20:  Ibid.]  [21:  Ibid.]  [22:  The World Bank, ‘Government expenditure on education, total (% of GDP)’, worldbank.org https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SE.XPD.TOTL.GD.ZS?locations=LS&most_recent_value_desc=true [Accessed 12 June 2020].] 


In conclusion, this research has not been a comprehensive examination into whether the United States can be referred to as the greatest country in the world, with other areas left still to explore such as military prowess, it has still provided enough information that a decision can be reached. Economically, there is a legitimate argument to be made that the United States can be called the greatest country in the world, this is confirmed by the fact that they are the nation with the highest GDP, rank second in the world for exportation, only beaten by the enormous amount of exportation from China. Despite the inequality in the distribution of income throughout the United States, the fact that they globally rank third in median household income reinforces their argument as the greatest country in the world economically. However, in the introduction the term greatest had been defined in this context as the socio-economic or social wellbeing of the population of a nation, thus the distribution of income across the United States being unequal must be considered and detrimental to their argument as the greatest country. Regarding health care it is extremely difficult to view the United States as the greatest country in the world. A lack of correlation between enormous healthcare costs and life expectancy, which is in fact lower than a considerable amount of other countries, alongside higher infant mortality rates than nations such as; the United Kingdom, Germany, and France makes it unreasonable for America to be classed as the greatest country in the world. When focusing on education the United States also struggles to create an argument for it to be classed as the greatest country in the world, it's relatively low ranking in literacy and numeracy alongside the fact that cost of university education is higher than any other nation categorically denies any claim of the United States being classed as the greatest country in the world regarding Education. It was expected to be found that while the United States would be able to mount an argument for being the greatest country in the world, there would be other countries that would have a more legitimate claim to the title. It has been found however that the United States can reasonably only have a claim to being the greatest country in the world economically, however in no other area can they claim to be the greatest, it is impossible for the United States to even form an argument that it is the greatest country in the world in an overall view, this title would be far more deserving of a country such as Switzerland and Norway and it is even possible that Germany or China could have a more legitimate claim to the title of the greatest country in the world than the United States.
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