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Explain the advantages and disadvantages of magistrates in the exercise of justice. 

Introduction 
In this assignment the magistrates' purposes, responsibilities and the advantages and disadvantages of the court will be explored. Courts and Tribunals Judiciary (2023) explore the definition of a magistrate's court which commonly referred to as Justices of the Peace, are people from various walks of life who are enthusiastic about improving their local communities. They volunteer to hear a range of cases in our courts for at least 13 days a year, in addition to receiving training. Magistrates preside over criminal and civil cases in the Magistrates' courts, the Family Court, or both. Since the position is unpaid, many magistrates also have other jobs. Adding to this, additionally they possess the capacity for active listening, logical judging, and serving as a positive ambassador for their communities. those are magistrates. Within this assignment it is clear to see that there are both pros and cons of the magistrates within England and Wales in the exercise of justice. Overall, there are neither additional benefits nor drawbacks. 

Main body
The main responsibilities of a magistrate's court are to hearings in criminal, juvenile, and some civil cases and decide if they are guilty or innocent. The magistrates in the United Kingdom do not get paid, GOV.UK (2023) state that although magistrates are not paid, many employers give their staff paid time off. Adding to this, in the UK individuals that come forward to be a part of the magistrate's court must be between the ages of 18 and 74. Judges are required to retire at 75 and if members would like to be in the magistrates must have no criminal record. According to sentencing council (2023) In Wales and England, there are approximately 150 magistrates' courts. The magistrates' courts adjudicate the great majority of adult criminal cases. Ordinarily, magistrates handle less serious offences and refer the more serious situations to the Crown Court. Although a justice of the peace is permitted to sit in any magistrates' court in England and Wales, in practise, they are appointed to their local bench, which is the local court's bench in colloquial and legal terms. UK parliament (2022) state that several courthouses were shut down, sold, and services were moved elsewhere as part of the changes. Out of 320 magistrate courts, 164 (51%) closed between 2010 and 2020.
There are many advantages that the magistrates give in the exercise of justice, an example of this is that the enhanced community involvement of magistrates was commonly regarded as one of their advantages. Ministry of Justice (2013) pronounces that this may indicate that they were considered to be in a better position to render adequate "local justice" and render judgements. The idea of "fairness" is related to other qualities that judges are thought to possess. A three-judge panel was seen by some as having a higher level of democracy, and some also thought magistrates were more open-minded and weren't as case hardened or fatigued. In the UK it has been found that an advantage of having magistrates saves money overall, Barrister direct (2016) asserts that trials in the crown court are £3,400 a day, while those in magistrates' courts are £900 a day. According to magistrates, there would be a cost savings of between £30-£40 million if the anticipated 5,514 disputed trials and 5,329 guilty pleas that require sentencing were handled by magistrates. This is a significant amount of money and savings that could be made every year as a whole. This makes it cost –effective compared to crown court as it is less expensive to run and then deals with the less serious offences. An advantage that the magistrates' courts have is that it is a faster process compared to Crown court. Hodge Jones and Allen (2022) says that although this enables more time to prepare a case for a Crown Court trial, cases typically proceed to trial in a Magistrates' Court more rapidly than in a Crown Court. Adding to this, the magistrates' courts trials duration is between five and six hours in total. Reeds (2023) state that depending on the number of witnesses and the volume of evidence to be given, trials may be longer or shorter than expected. 
However, there are limitations to this argument as there are also disadvantages such as that they are not representative of society. Carmine (2021) states that magistrates typically have a professional background, are white, and are in their middle or elder years. Despite the fact that the majority of defendants do not fit this description. This may unduly sway their judgement or make them perceive the defendant negatively. It is important to have diverse group of magistrates, including people of different ages, genders, age groups, ethnicities to ensure the court system reflects the diversity of the society it serves. As a result, by doing so, it can prevent any biases and promote fair and impartial judgements. Statistics from Howard league (2014) explain that in England and Wales in comparison to a year before, the percentage of magistrates who are 60 or older has increased to 55.5%, while the percentage of those under 50 has decreased to 15.9%. This can be held as ether a disadvantage or an advantage because many arguments may say that it is not necessarily a disadvantage to have middle aged magistrates. In actuality, a lot of those people have gathered a wealth of life experiences that can be helpful when making decisions concerning challenging problems. Another drawback that the magistrates have is that not everyone who looks to qualify to work for the magistrates have got formal qualifications or legal training. Magistrates' association (2023) state that magistrates do not take tests or require any special legal education. Instead, students go through three and a half days of required training before appearing in court, and they are assigned a mentor for the first year. Therefore, this is a disadvantage as a ruling may be unfair or inconsistent if the law or the facts of the case are misinterpreted due to a lack of legal expertise. Magistrates must be knowledgeable with the criminal justice system as well as legal theory and practise.  




Conclusion 
To conclude, the magistrates perform a range of duties including overseeing court proceedings, passing judgement on cases, and preside over trials. However, their position comes with both benefits and drawbacks. Due to the fact that most magistrates are volunteers and some countries do not pay them, there are benefits such as lower operating costs for the judicial system due to the cost-effectiveness of the magistrates. Followed by the trial speeds tend to move more quickly when they are overseen by magistrates, resulting that cases can be resolved and finished more efficiently. Also, the community representation, magistrates are often drawn from all local communities, so that they have a better understanding of the issues and concerns of the individuals they serve or involved. Nevertheless, the disadvantages to compare to the advantages is that it is stated online by research that there is limited legal knowledge, this is due to the fact that magistrates are not required to have a legal background, meaning they might not always have a firm grasp of the law. Not everyone who applies for a position as a magistrate has formal education or training in the law. Magistrates don't need to take exams or have specialised legal training. Instead, before going to court, students must complete three and a half days of required training. Moreover, another disadvantage is that most who sit within the magistrate's court are middle class in England and Wales most are over the ages of 60 years. This can be a big impact to guarantee that the court system reflects the diversity of the society it serves, it is crucial to have a diverse set of magistrates, comprising individuals of various ages, genders, age groups, and nationalities, making involvement for everyone as much as possible. To resolve this, younger individuals under the ages of 60 being a part of the magistrates will encourage others to join and limit the continuous expectations of magistrates being held by middle age class only.  Overall, while magistrates have the potential to offer an affordable and efficient judicial system, their lack of legal expertise may hinder their ability to apply the law or make civil judgments. From research it has shown as a whole that in England and Wales having magistrates court have both advantages and disadvantages effect. As a result, there is neither more advantages nor disadvantages.  
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