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Text of Presentation Roughly
Slide 1: Introduction!!! My subject is on the maps of Japan from the eighteenth century and how they differ from Western maps.

Slide 2: What book did I use - The history of Japan : giving an account of the antient and present state and government of that empire; of its ... minerals, trees ... animals ... and fishes; of the chronology ... of the emperors ... of the customs and manufactures of the natives, and of their trade ... with the Dutch and Chinese. Together with a description of the kingdom of Siam
Slide 3: This first image is a map of Nagasaki with examples of the coinage used in the bottom of the image. Notice how decorative this map seems. There’s a lot of detail that we don’t normally have on our maps, and a lot of the detail that we would have is missing. It was illustrated by Johann Caspar Schevchzer who was born January 26, 1702 and died April 21, 1729.

Slide 4: Point out more detail. Look, some of the images are upside down! How odd….

Slide 5: More details in the illustrations, but not much in the means of road names or anything like that.
Slide 6: This map doesn’t at all fit our understanding of a map, nor fulfil the purpose we would expect it to.
Slide 7: Talk about how Japanese maps tended to be more subjective and far less exact with its orientations. Give the quotes and explain how much more abstract Japanese maps are in comparison to European ones.

Slide 8: A map of all of Japan with a bit more detail and fewer “frilly” illustrations. Notice the gods at the bottom though, they are the biggest illustrations (non map wise) in this illustration. The feudal states are clearly sectioned out and labelled with further maps, a compass, and distances at the top.

Slide 9: Zoomed in, continue talking about how the detail, as we would consider it, is better from for navigating than the previous map.

Slide 10: This map is of the city of Miaco. There are roads clearly laid out, but none are labelled. There are cardinal directions, but not in the usual compass. More “upside down” mountains at the bottom of the illustration with “right side up” illustrations of estates at the top.

Slide 11: Obviously these buildings were of more importance, perhaps for landmarks, or perhaps they belonged to someone of importance.

Slide 12: Bibliography

