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AIM(S)
· To prepare the student  to integrate academic research, scholarly discussion and professional practice

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:
· critically reflect on the role of theory, epistemology, ontology and axiology in shaping and interpreting practitioner research;
· critically discuss approaches to reliability, validity and bias in social research;
· examine fully the ethical considerations in social research and develop research designs that meet a high standard of ethical practice;
· critically analyse communications and communicate scholarship effectively.

INDICATIVE CONTENT
· This module develops an in-depth understanding of the philosophy, practice and communication of applied academic research. To this end, the student will study: theory, paradigms, epistemology and ontology – the philosophical underpinnings of practitioner research;
· positionality and bias in research;
· reading and evaluating literature as a practitioner-researcher;
· designing Studies – qualitative and quantitative methodology; measurement; experimental, quasi-experimental and naturalistic studies; causality and causal inference; sampling; common pitfalls and problems
· Making sense of data – approaches to data analysis, using theory to interpret data
· Generating theory
· Ethics in social research
· Making a contribution – What makes an original and important research question? Linking to other research; applied social research; developing recommendations for evidence-based practice.
· Academic communication – academic conventions and styles of communication; conference presentations; journal and report writing; peer reviewing; presenting academic research to non-academic audiences.

Study Time Allocation

The study time for the module is divided as follows:
	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	30
	10%

	Independent learning
	270
	90%

	Placement learning
	0
	0%

	TOTAL
	300
	100%



ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1
(Tick one)
	☐	Written exam
	☒	Coursework
	☐	Practical

	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Portfolio (to include oral and written components)
	7500 words or equivalent
	100%




Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	0%

	Coursework
	100%

	Practical
	0%

	TOTAL
	100%
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