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[bookmark: _Toc751922354]Introduction 
[bookmark: _Int_7dPIwmYQ]Within this report the following that will be discussed is by discovering if neighbourhood policing can change the perception of modern policing to this day and if neighbourhood policing is the correct step for the future to provide a stronger workforce for communities which will be found out by sources of information. Then the next discussion will be the positive and negative impacts of neighbourhood policing to see the differences of this concept. Finally, there will be a review from Barber (2024) and Casey (2023) which discuss how neighbourhood policing has an effect on communities, and this is to see if they can offer the support that the community would need or not. 
Main Body
[bookmark: _Toc823424993]Can Neighbourhood Policing change the public’s perception of modern policing?
The main aim of neighbourhood policing is to keep a community as safe as possible but to do this neighbourhood policing must ensure that they are doing this effectively and efficiently. One way is to interact with the public by having discussions occasionally to see if there are any issues within a community. (South Wales Police, 2024) states “our aim is to be the best in the country at understanding and responding to the needs and priorities of each individual community.” This ensures that South Wales Police want to guarantee that they will respond to every individual that they can to provide an excellent service for the community which would mean that the police would gain the communities trust in the process. There could be multiple ways that neighbourhood policing can improve modern policing by showing the public what their capabilities are such as building trust. (College of Policing, 2024) suggests if the positives of neighbourhood policing are used wisely then community safety would be advised as well as members of the community safety and the knowledge that officers have gained within neighbourhood policing can be used to tackle issues within a community. Another way to support modern policing is by bonding with the community which can result in building good relationships within the community. Woodland (2024) states “By building relationships with community members, officers gain insights into local dynamics and can identify potential issues before they escalate into crime or disorder.”  This shows that if police officers engage with the community, they are more likely to find out information about a community which can make it easier to tackle any issues the community comes up against and can be resolved quickly if the community have a strong bond with the police service. The final aim is to reduce or prevent crime within a community. Government Events (2024) states “Positive interactions and collaboration between police and communities lead to more effective crime prevention and problem-solving". This explains that if the police have a strong connection with a community this will make their job much easier because they will be able to identify issues much quicker.
[bookmark: _Toc1073581518]Is neighbourhood policing the next step for the future?
[bookmark: _Int_DVBNYMlk][bookmark: _Int_onifqVKn]There are diverse ways neighbourhood policing can inform the future of modern policing. One way is by engaging with the community to understand their aspects within a community. (Home Office, 2024) explains that if there is specific training organised for neighbourhood policing this can support policing by being able to offer that support to communities that are not as safe due to crime in their local area. This gathers that by having this support communities will gain trust within the police if the police provide what the community is in need of right away. Another way is by providing extra support to those communities which believe they need the support due to crime within their area that is higher than other areas. (College of Policing, 2024) states that the Prime Minister would want to bring back neighbourhood policing to ensure that there are neighbourhood officers within all local areas so that there is even more support for the members of the public. This shows that if the government decide to go through with this process this will ensure that the public will feel much safer knowing there are officers patrolling around their local areas. This is because knowing that there are officers patrolling each day may give members of the community comfort as by just having officers around the area can make a difference for members of the public.  An alternative way is that neighbourhood policing can reduce the amount of crime which is what the public believe the police should use as a solution to reduce crime in local areas. (Hawksbee, 2024) suggests “Research has repeatedly shown that regular foot patrols targeted at crime hotspots can reduce offending and increase public confidence”. This explains why neighbourhood policing should be involved to protect the public by having officers patrolling areas that are heavily involved with crime as that is also the support the public would want to receive. If the public have the guidance from the officers, this will make many members of the public feel comfortable in their own area without needing to worry about leaving their homes.
[bookmark: _Toc1032210402]Positive and negative impacts of neighbourhood policing
[bookmark: _Int_Wzqlmktj][bookmark: _Int_GRHkLnw6]There are multiple positive and negative impacts towards neighbourhood policing. One example of a positive impact includes building trust with the public because if the police gain the public’s trust there could be a crime reduction and support from communities to discuss problems and guide the police on what would the communities need which would assist the police massively. (College of Policing, 2024) suggests “a flow of vital community intelligence on a range of issues”. This gathers that if the community let the police know what the main concerns are within a community this can give the police an idea of what to tackle immediately. This would be a good solution as the community will know what's best for the members of the community. Another positive impact is that there would be a reduction within crime. This can be due to the police building a good relationship with other communities as this is one of the key responsibilities within neighbourhood policing. (Join The Police, 2024) says “You’ll encourage community participation in policing, with the aim of reducing crime, building social cohesion and building community confidence in policing.” This shows that if the police are consistent with this responsibility this will make the police’s job much easier because the police need a strong connection with the community in order to reduce crime. The last positive impact is by engaging with the community. This is because the police can find out what needs to be improved with the community by having multiple discussions to find out any problems that need solving immediately. (Government Events, 2024) states that regular communication with the community can keep the public up to date on what is going on which includes what is going well with the area and what needs to be changed to make the area safer for the community. This explains that if the police have regular conversations with the public this will show that the police are willing to make a difference for the community which means that the community will have belief within the police.  One negative impact is tension surrounded by the community. This can be because some members of the public will dislike the police as they may believe the police do not do their job to the high standards that it should at all times which could mean that communities can spiral out of control. According to (College of Policing, 2024) community tension can arise if there are issues such as hate crime, police raids and even multiple reports of the same crime such as anti-social behaviour. This explains that these incidents can cause tension because if these types of crime are consistently happening this means that the public will not believe in the police which also means that the public will lose confidence with the police.  

[bookmark: _Toc340404715]Does the Barber (2024) and Casey (2023) offer support to create a stronger workforce for neighbourhood policing?
[bookmark: _Int_Ub0jIUTN][bookmark: _Int_QKuhTC7q][bookmark: _Int_OPtlVPxA]Barber (2024) decided that their goals for the future of policing is to reduce crime and to make communities safer by recruiting more neighbourhood officers to tackle these issues quickly. (Thames Valley PCC, 2024) states “Matthew Barber said: “Visible and proactive neighbourhood policing is critical to preventing and disrupting crime.” This explains why it is believed that neighbourhood policing is one of the best strategies to tackle crime. This means that this type of policing may be used quite often to tackle crime with local communities. Another one of their plans is to target crimes that need reducing to which the public believe should be dealt with first. According to Gudge (2024) Barber has decided to focus on what the public think is most important to tackle first in order to have a safer community. Also, if they have a local police force focusing on a community the public may receive the support they need effectively and efficiently. This explains that they believe these are crucial ways to tackle crime in local areas which will give communities the support that they need. Furthermore, the public would want to receive what they have been asking for as the police service will do as they ask so that they can gain trust from the public. The Casey (2023) review consists of discussions involving if the Met Police are meeting the expectations of the public. (Metropolitan Police, 2024) states “discusses whether the Met’s leadership, recruitment, vetting, training, culture and communications support the standards the public should expect”. This gathers that these are the expectations the Metropolitan police should be meeting at all times to be able to maintain high standards within the police force. If the police do not meet these expectations the public will lose confidence and trust for the police if they are not always up to standard. According to (Casey, 2023) “Public trust has fallen from a high point of 89% in 2016 to a low of 66% in March 2022.” This suggests that there is a major issue within the Metropolitan Police because there has been a huge decrease which shows that they are not meeting the public’s expectations. This also gathers that the public would have no confidence with the police due to the fact that the expectations are low to the public which means that they have no faith in the police force.

[bookmark: _Toc208401387]Conclusion
In conclusion, the report discussed if neighbourhood policing is the answer to support the public within their community and if it is the right solution to the public's issues within a community. This report also discussed the positive and negative impacts of this form of policing and case studies to review how neighbourhood policing would have an impact on the public. Therefore, the report shows why neighbourhood policing is an effective method for the future of policing.
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