Give a detailed account of Alexanders relationship with Bagoas in the sources and include analysis of reasons for the differences

[bookmark: _GoBack]When reading through ancient sources concerning Alexander and Bagoas it is often difficult to determine the specifics of their relationship, or how it was viewed contemporaneously. Many of the sources that still survive often conflict, or fail to depict any meaningful information about their relationship. There is also the issue that many of the sources that discuss the relationship are written far later than the events that they describe, so the accounts are often received by scholars with scepticism. This essay hopes to determine common factors and explore why differences appear in the source tradition.

Arguably the earliest source available to us is a fragment of Dicaearchus, found in the much later work of Athenaeus[footnoteRef:1]. Here Bagoas appears simply described as Alexanders favourite boy. Their relationship is depicted as quite obviously sexual and appears to have been celebrated within the contemporary context. However, when looked in more detail there is a negative evaluation of the relationship between Bagoas and Alexander at the very opening of the fragment. Athenaeus focuses not only on the idea that Alexander had a sexual relationship with Bagoas, but that his love for boys was a “distraction”. Athenaeus, as a historian writing for a Roman audience, the concept of sexual restraint was seen as incredibly important for public officials of this time. By drawing attention to the fact that Alexander was both frequently distracted by boy lovers, but that he shamelessly displayed it in public highlights to a Roman audience the more corrupting[footnoteRef:2] elements of power and money. The fact that these apparent character flaws and pitfalls become embodied in the Persian eunuch Bagoas indicates that the Romans believed wealth and power gained from the east corrupted people far more than that found further west.  [1:  Ath. 603b, incorporating Dicaearchus F23 – Translation and fragment found in D. Ogden. 2009. 214]  [2:  Hammond.1993. 125] 


However, this argument does have some issues that should be addressed. Despite Athenaeus’ work most likely reflecting Roman sensibilities of the time, the fragment itself, comes from Dicaearchus, an older fourth to third century BC writer, who would not have been writing for Roman sensibilities. In Greek society eunuchs were apparently more accepted than in Rome, where the practice would eventually become banned[footnoteRef:3]. Dicaearchus was a student of Aristotle[footnoteRef:4] and was certainly old enough to have interacted with Callisthenes, Aristotle’s great nephew[footnoteRef:5] who was on Alexanders campaign and sent letters back describing important discoveries that the group made. It is possible that Dicaearchus had access to these letters, as well as other information Aristotle would have gained about Alexander, however sine none of this evidence survives we cannot know for certain the sources he used are credible or not. There is also the issue that Dicaearchus’ work does not survive to us in its whole form, merely in fragments provided by later authors. This means the fragment itself could have been misinterpreted or taken out of its original context, so as to better serve Athenaeus’ narrative.  [3:  Gunderson. 1982. 186]  [4:  Cicero. De Legius. III. VI]  [5:  Plut. Alex. 55.] 


The description of Bagoas and Alexanders relationship, does however align with later sources, most notably Plutarch who also describes that at a singing and dancing contest Bagoas, who was Alexanders favourite won and kissed the king twice[footnoteRef:6]. This depiction is very similar to Plutarch’s depiction of Bagoas and most likely acted as the source for Plutarch’s narrative. Despite this Hammond draws attention to the fact that Plutarch does not name his source and depicts it as a rumour, implying whatever source he used he found untrustworthy[footnoteRef:7]. Dicaearchus’ works validity were frequently questioned but ancient writers who used him, most notably Strabo, however this does appear to concern is Geographical works not his biographical works, but it does bring into question his validity as an author overall[footnoteRef:8]  [6:  Plut. Alex. 67]  [7:  Hammond. 1993, 125-126 – Plutarch presents the anecdote with ‘it is said that…’]  [8:  Strabo. Geog. 1.1; 2.4] 

 
The most popular ancient source of modern scholars looking at Bagoas and Alexander’s  relationship has to be Quintus Curtius Rufus. Curtius introduces Bagoas as a eunuch slave who had previously been owned by Darius, and was given as a gift to Alexander after he inherited Darius’ kingdom[footnoteRef:9]. Curtius also highlights Bagoas’s apparent beauty and ability to charm and affect Alexander’s decisions, primarily sparing Nabrazenes. This is paralleled later in Curtius work where Bagoas is seen to have enough influence to convince Alexander that Orsines, a Persian noble, should be killed for treason[footnoteRef:10]. Curtius makes it clear that the relationship between Bagoas and Alexander is sexual; although Bagoas, as a eunuch, would be seen as acceptable sexual partner by the Romans, the fact that he has the ability to affect Alexanders political conduct reflects a decline in Alexanders standing morally and as a competent leader.  [9:  Curt.6.5.22-3]  [10:  Curt. 10.1.22-42; O’Brien. 1993. 192] 


It is now common knowledge of modern scholars that Curtius is “a moralist following the peripatetic view of Alexander”[footnoteRef:11], Curtius seeks to judge Alexanders rule, particularly that in the east to reflect the concept of an ideal roman leader and the pitfalls they must avoid. It is not surprising therefore for many modern scholars to assume that because Curtius adds in moralising proverbs into the Alexander myth, his work lacks any Historical use[footnoteRef:12]. Most often scholars seek to prove this by Comparing Curtius’ passages (Curt.6.5.22-3; 10.1.22-42) with those found in Arrian (Arr. 3.23.4), arguing that Arrian is more likely to be providing an accurate account of events, as he does not insert Bagoas into the narrative in an endeavour to moralise history as Curtius does[footnoteRef:13]. However, this evaluation does not consider why Curtius would include this as a rhetorical historian. Gunderson also points out that Curtius is most likely manipulated the image of Alexander’s Bagoas with the Bagoas found in both Arrian[footnoteRef:14] and Diodorus’[footnoteRef:15] accounts who had poised Arses and attempted to poison Darius[footnoteRef:16]. [11:  Badian 1958. 147]  [12:  Badian. 1958. 145]  [13:  Gunderson. 1982. 186; Badian. 1958. 146]  [14:  Arr.2.14]  [15:  Diod. 17.5.3-6]  [16:  Gunderson. 1982. 185-7] 



Overall all the sources we have all determine that Alexander and Bagoas definitely had a sexual relationship, however ancient sources had different ways of approaching and presenting the relationship. Historically concerned authors, such as Plutarch and Arrian mention the relationship as part of Alexanders wider political image in Persia, whereas Dicaearchus, Athenaeus and Curtius appear to be more concerned with the moral implications of the relationship and explore it as either part of their genre style, or as a discussion of the moral character of Alexander.
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