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[bookmark: _Toc72233904][bookmark: _Toc72234094][bookmark: _Toc72324575][bookmark: _Toc72420792][bookmark: _Toc72499137]1.0 Introduction
[bookmark: _Toc72324576][bookmark: _Toc72420793][bookmark: _Toc72499138]1.1 Overview
[bookmark: _Toc72324577][bookmark: _Toc72420794]Climate change is defined as a long-term shift in global average weather patterns. Since the 1800s, people have contributed to the emission of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases into the atmosphere, causing global temperatures to rise and resulting in long-term climate changes (Met Office). Climate change has an impact on all parts of the world. Polar ice shields, for example, are melting, while sea levels are increasing in other areas. Extreme weather events and rainfall are becoming more frequent, while heat waves and droughts are becoming more severe in other regions (European Comission, 2020). Ecosystems are also affected by climate change. Habitats are being modified, the timing of events such as flowering and egg-laying are shifting, and species are altering their home ranges (NOAA, n.d.). The need for action has grown as climate change has evolved. In June 1992, a United Nations conference on climate and development, also known as the Rio conference, was held. In response to global climate change, the conference created the first major treaty. The constitutionally non-binding treaty did not impose greenhouse gas emission targets on particular nations. However, it did include a basis for future negotiations of specific international treaties that could impose specific greenhouse gas emission restrictions (Jurist, 2014).
[bookmark: _Toc72499139]1.2 Brief descriptions 
Many efforts to limit greenhouse gas emissions have been made, including implementing international treaties such as the Paris Agreement, Kyoto Protocol, and Montreal Protocol. All of these agreements attempt to minimize the impact of climate change.
[bookmark: _Toc72324578][bookmark: _Toc72420795][bookmark: _Toc72499140]1.2.1 The Paris Agreement
The text of the Paris Agreement was approved in 2015. The Paris Agreement is a legally binding treaty that contains all of the elements needed to develop a global plan to combat climate change for the post-2020 period. (IBERDROLA, 2020). 
[bookmark: _Toc72324579][bookmark: _Toc72420796][bookmark: _Toc72499141]1.2.2 Kyoto Protocol
The Kyoto Protocol was implemented for the first time in 1997. The Kyoto Protocol puts the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change into action (UNFCCC). By committing industrialized countries and developing economies to limit and reduce greenhouse gas emissions in accordance with agreed-upon individual targets (UNFCCC, n.d.).
[bookmark: _Toc72324580][bookmark: _Toc72420797][bookmark: _Toc72499142]1.2.3 Montreal Protocol
The Montreal Protocol is a global agreement that restricts the production and use of ozone-depleting substances in order to protect the stratospheric ozone layer. The Montreal Protocol has proved to be a success, and it is the first treaty to be universally ratified by all countries on the planet (US. Department of State, 2019). 
[bookmark: _Toc72499143]1.2.4 United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCC)
The UNFCCC was first adopted in 1992. Its objective is the “stabilization of greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere at a level that would prevent dangerous anthropogenic interference with the climate system (Biodiversity A-Z, 2012). 

[bookmark: _Toc72324581][bookmark: _Toc72420798][bookmark: _Toc72499144]1.3 Objectives of the report
This report examines international treaties to assess what objectives they contain and if they are enough to tackle climate change. This will include what countries are doing to meet these targets and look into what issues and concerns the agreement has bought up and if the approaches used to meet these targets are the right ones to use. 
[bookmark: _Toc72324582][bookmark: _Toc72420799][bookmark: _Toc72499145]2.0 International treaties: aims, objectives & failures
[bookmark: _Toc72324583][bookmark: _Toc72420800][bookmark: _Toc72499146]2.1 The Paris Agreement
The most well-known agreement is the Paris Agreement, a legally binding treaty containing all of the measures needed to implement a strategy to combat climate change. However, The Paris Agreement has essentially abandoned the concept of legally binding emissions reduction commitments, which were based on the principle of equal and equitable burden sharing, which considers both historical and future emissions, as well as vulnerability and economic capacity to reduce emissions and adapt to a changing environment (Clemencon, 2016). The Paris agreement is 31 pages long and includes 16 preambular clauses and 29 operative clauses. It was formally adopted by the Parties to the Climate Convention as a decision (Clemencon, 2016). The Paris Agreement establishes a global framework for avoiding dangerous climate change by restricting global warming to just below two degrees Celsius and pursuing efforts to limit it to 1.5 degrees Celsius. It also helps to improve countries’ capacity to cope with the effects of climate change and assist them in their efforts (European Comission, 2020). The Paris Agreement also sets out to increase the ability to adapt to the adverse effects of climate change and foster climate-resilient and low greenhouse gas emissions development in a manner that does not threaten food production (Espinosa, n.d.). There have been some setbacks in reaching the goals set out. Former President Donald Trump withdrew the United States from the Paris deal with a few penalties; however, President Joe Biden plans to rejoin the agreement. Russia and Brazil have largely rejected the Paris agreement. In Brazil, deforestation has soared in the Amazon, releasing vast amounts of carbon that had been stored in trees and underground (Cornwall, 2020). 
[bookmark: _Toc72420801][bookmark: _Toc72499147]2.2 Kyoto Protocol
The Kyoto Protocol was the first international agreement to require countries to reduce greenhouse gas emissions on a country-by-country basis. Kyoto emerged from the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, signed by almost all nations at the Earth Summit in 1992 (The Gardian, 2011). The Kyoto Protocol was implemented in 1997 in Kyoto, Japan, at a time when greenhouse gases were posing a severe threat to our climate, human existence, and the world itself (Tardi, 2021).
Under the Kyoto Protocol, developed, industrialized countries agreed to reduce their annual hydrocarbon emissions by an average of 5.2 per cent by 2012. This amount will account for about 29% of overall global greenhouse gas emissions. The targets, on the other hand, varied by region. This meant that each country had a different goal to achieve by the end of the year. Members of the European Union (EU) have pledged to cut emissions by 8% by 2012, while the United States and Canada have pledged to cut emissions by 7% and 6%, respectively (Tardi, 2021). The Kyoto Protocol’s commitments expired in 2012. The majority of countries did not achieve their emissions reduction goals, and the agreement did not result in substantial emissions reductions. Many claims that the Kyoto Protocol’s failure is due to flaws in the argument’s structure (Napoli, 2012). 
[bookmark: _Toc72420802][bookmark: _Toc72499148]2.3 Montreal Protocol
The Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer, signed in 1987, is a landmark agreement that has effectively reduced global production, use, and emissions of ozone-depleting substances. (Velders, Anderson, Daniel, Fahey, & McFarland, 2007). The Montreal Protocol is widely regarded as the most successful environmental agreement. It establishes a mandatory timeline for the phase-out of ozone-depleting substances. This timeline has been revised on a regular basis, and phase-out dates have been accelerated in response to scientific knowledge and technical advances (Australian Government: Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment, n.d.). 
The Montreal Protocol has resulted in a number of milestones, including the healing of the ozone layer. Global measurements have shown that the main ozone-depleting substances are decreasing in the atmosphere. Furthermore, it is expected that with the continued implementation of the protocol provisions, ozone levels will return to pre-1980 levels by 2050 to 2075 (Meti). With universal ratification, the protocol has been highly effective in reducing the development and usage of chlorofluorocarbons and other ozone-depleting substances, with almost 99 per cent of ozone-depleting substances being phased out to date (IISD, 2017).

[bookmark: _Toc72499149]2.4 Some Participating countries 
Many countries worldwide have signed up to some sort of international treaty to combat climate change, such as the Paris Agreement and the Kyoto Protocol. 
[bookmark: _Toc72499150]2.4.1 United Kingdom
The United Kingdom is committing to reduce economy-wide greenhouse gas emissions by at least 68% by 2030 compared to 1990 levels. (UK Government) Prime Minister Boris Jhonson has announced new emissions targets to be new zero by 2050. The UK commits to reducing emissions by the fastest rate of any major economy (Gov UK, 2020). Scientists and lawyers have said that the UK Government’s decision to ignore the Paris Agreement when deciding on significant infostructure projects undermines its presidency of UN climate talks. The UK is due to host the Cop26 Summit in Glasgow in November, regarded as one of the last chances to put the world on track to meet Paris goals (Harvey, 2021). 
[bookmark: _Toc72499151]2.4.2 United States
The United States has a long history of releasing more greenhouse gases into the atmosphere than any other nation. Furthermore, it is the only country that has withdrawn from the Paris Agreement. Former President Donald Trump declared his departure from the deal in 2017, claiming that “allowing countries such as India and China to use fossil fuels while the US was required to reduce carbon emissions was unjust” (Briggs, n.d.). The current US president Joe Biden is set to rejoin the agreement. The president signed an executive order on his first day in office that reversed the withdrawal from the agreement (Associated Press, 2021). 
[bookmark: _Toc72499152]2.4.3 India
India’s Prime Minister, Narendra Modi, has confirmed that the country is on track to meet its environmental targets long before the 2030 deadline. Although the goal of mixing 20% ethanol has been pushed back to 2025, 5,000 compressed biogas plants will be built to convert municipal and agricultural waste into electricity. In addition, the share of non-fossil sources in India’s installed capacity of electricity has increased by 38%. (The Economic Times, 2021). 
[bookmark: _Toc72499153]3.0 issues and Concerns 
There are many issues and concerns within the international treaties for climate change. For example, most countries are not cutting emissions fast enough and their pledges for the next ten years fall short of what is needed. Scientists who have been involved with the intergovernmental panel on climate change have stated in a report that nearly two-thirds of the pledges under the Paris agreement are “totally insufficient” to meet critical climate targets (Gustin, 2019). 
Another concern about the Paris agreement is that it does not include a global tax on carbon. Without a carbon tax, countries have no financial incentive to stop using cheap fossil fuels and transition to more sustainable sources (Beslik, 2019). 
In 1992 the UNFCCC laid down a broad legal structure for global cooperation to which future agreements were intended to provide more specificity. However, the model of the Paris agreement of voluntary national determined contributions by the government. The success of the system depends too much on the goodwill of world leaders (Selin & Najam, 2015). 

[bookmark: _Toc72233905][bookmark: _Toc72234095][bookmark: _Toc72324584][bookmark: _Toc72420803][bookmark: _Toc72499154]4.0 Conclusion
Since the 1800s, people have contributed to the emission of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases into the atmosphere, causing global temperatures to rise and resulting in long-term climate changes (Met Office). The Paris Agreement is a legally binding treaty that contains all of the elements needed to develop a global plan to combat climate change for the post-2020 period. By committing industrialized countries and developing economies to limit and reduce greenhouse gas emissions in accordance with agreed-upon individual targets (UNFCCC, n.d.). Its objective is the “stabilization of greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere at a level that would prevent dangerous anthropogenic interference with the climate system (Biodiversity A-Z, 2012). It also helps to improve countries’ capacity to cope with the effects of climate change and assist them in their efforts (European Comission, 2020). The Paris Agreement also sets out to increase the ability to adapt to the adverse effects of climate change and foster climate-resilient and low greenhouse gas emissions development in a manner that does not threaten food production (Espinosa, n.d.). In Brazil, deforestation has soared in the Amazon, releasing vast amounts of carbon that had been stored in trees and underground (Cornwall, 2020). Under the Kyoto Protocol, developed, industrialized countries agreed to reduce their annual hydrocarbon emissions by an average of 5.2 per cent by 2012. This timeline has been revised on a regular basis, and phase-out dates have been accelerated in response to scientific knowledge and technical advances (Australian Government: Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment, n.d.). Scientists and lawyers have said that the UK Government’s decision to ignore the Paris Agreement when deciding on significant infostructure projects undermines its presidency of UN climate talks. The UK is due to host the Cop26 Summit in Glasgow in November, regarded as one of the last chances to put the world on track to meet Paris goals (Harvey, 2021). Former President Donald Trump declared his departure from the deal in 2017, claiming that “allowing countries such as India and China to use fossil fuels while the US was required to reduce carbon emissions was unjust” (Briggs, n.d.). Although the goal of mixing 20% ethanol has been pushed back to 2025, 5,000 compressed biogas plants will be built to convert municipal and agricultural waste into electricity. Without a carbon tax, countries have no financial incentive to stop using cheap fossil fuels and transition to more sustainable sources (Beslik, 2019). In 1992 the UNFCCC laid down a broad legal structure for global cooperation to which future agreements were intended to provide more specificity.



[bookmark: _Toc72233906][bookmark: _Toc72234096][bookmark: _Toc72324585][bookmark: _Toc72420804][bookmark: _Toc72499155]5.0 Recommendations

The analysis from this report shows that there are some flaws within climate treaties, such as the Paris agreement. The lack of carbon tax within the Paris agreement means that there is less incentive for countries to comply with the agreement. Using carbon pricing to lower emissions has seen some success in Europe. The rising cost of allowance and cheaper natural gas have helped reduce the role of coal in the power sector, leading to an 8.5% drop in emissions (UNFCCC, 2020).  Making the Paris Agreement more structured and setting targets for all countries would help enforce better goals and better results. 
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