Early Years Practitioners guidance for Effective Observations and Planning.
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This briefing paper outlines some useful information on observing and planning for the progression of children’s development. All practitioners must follow their settings policies that have been established through the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child 1989, The Children’s Act 2006 and the All Wales Child Protection Procedures 2008 (Department of Education, 2017).  The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child are made up of 54 articles that protect children and young people up to the age of 18. “In Wales it forms the basis for all Children’s and Young People’s policy making from ages 0 to 25” (UNCRC Decoded, no date, p.3).
Article 29: Every child must be supported to develop their own personality, talents and abilities throughout their education (UNCRC, 1989).
Through observations practitioners can evaluate whether they are supporting every child to achieve through their own beliefs, culture and preferences (Palaiologou, 2012). Observations would also give the practitioner the opportunity to self-evaluate to ensure they are meeting the needs of every child and to gather information to contribute for future planning (Riddall-Leech, 2008).
· To ensure self-sufficiency in children, practitioners must take great care to manage the layout of space in their settings to enable the children to feel safe to explore (Dowling, 2010).
· Practitioners need to have a flexible rota to respond to children’s desires to move from one activity to another or to follow them from indoor activities to the outdoor environment (Bilton, 2002).
· Practitioners “need to develop approaches that support the ethnic and cultural identities of all learners” (Curriculum of Wales, 2015).
· The assessment process should include observations carried out through the indoor and outdoor environment to build a whole picture of the child (foundation Phase Profile Handbook, 2017).
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Every Child Matters
Article 28: Every child has the right to an Education (UNCRC 1989).
· To ensure equal opportunities to all children, Primary Education must be free and compulsory to all (UNCRC, 1989).
· Practitioners must ensure they promote learning within the seven areas of development and learning (Early Years Foundation Phase Framework, 2015).
· Practitioners must ensure there is opportunity for continuous provision, enhanced provision and adult directed play or a focused task (Early Years Foundation Framework, 2015).
· Curriculum of Wales (2015) states practitioners need to “work to reduce environmental and social barriers to inclusion and offer opportunities for all children to achieve their full potential”. 
· Practitioners need to be qualified to give children the quality of education to help them develop and make good progression (SureStart, 2004).
· Practitioners need to promote children’s wellbeing by educating them on being healthy, staying safe, developing their skills so they can enjoy and achieve, encourage positive contributions to the community and to society, and to help them with economic wellbeing by building strong partnerships with their families and any other outside professionals (Every Child Matters, 2003).
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Conclusion 
 The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989) has impacted the nations governments to make it clear through legislation and policies that every child has the right to be happy, healthy, kept safe, encouraged to build relationships with others and have a positive, supportive engagement in education. The UNCRC Act (1989) also emphasises the right for every child to have their say and to be listened to, giving  clear guidance for practitioners to follow to ensure they are observing and planning following the governments early ears foundation phase framework, and making sure that each individual child has their needs met and where needed support is put in place working alongside the child, their parents and any other professionals  who may need to be involved.   
Article 12: Every child has the right to be heard and have their opinions respected (UNCRC, 1989).
When observing children, it is good practise to use our own knowledge and experience to help better understand children’s views and decision making (Welsh Government, 2004).
· When making decisions about a child, practitioners and the authorities must consider the child’s wishes and feelings and if they are of ability be able to voice their own opinion (The Children’s Act 2004).
· According to NCB Research Centre, (2012) after researching in England it was found that some professionals were not listening to the child or including them in proceedings or keeping them informed. This led to introducing advocacy services to give back the child their voice and became part of the framework in The Working Together to Safeguard Children (2010).
· Practitioners who may have concerns when a child makes a disclosure should inform their designated member of staff for child protection immediately and record what has been said in the child’s own words with the time and date (All Wales child Protection Procedures, 2008). 
· Practitioners must make every effort to involve the child and the child’s parents in decisions about their education and make sure they listen to the views of the child and parents, practitioners must also offer support and information to enable them to make decisions (ALN and Education Tribunal (Wales) Act 2018).
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Article 3: Any actions concerning a child must be in their best interest and responsibility must be taken for their safety, health and supervision 
(UNCRC, 1989).
· Practitioners should base their planning on the focus of each child’s individual need and their interests, then through observation one can learn and reflect on the different ways’ children develop and progress (Rodger, 2016).
· Practitioners need to plan a purposeful, appropriate and stimulating curriculum for all children and ensure they meet the needs of every child, including ALN children and MAT children (Curriculum for Wales, 2015).
· Practitioners should value every child’s original idea, promote their curiosity and encourage their creative development through all areas of learning (Curriculum for Wales, 2015).
· Practitioners planning indoor and outdoor play should encourage children to develop confidence to make independent and free choices, enable them to work alone, in pairs or groups, allow them to work at their own pace and let them make mistakes and retry (Beckley, 2012).
· Practitioners who identify children with specific needs must follow their Individual Educational Plan which allows the child to be involved in their own learning and enables staff to monitor the effectiveness of support and progression (ALN and Educational Tribunal (Wales) Act 2018).
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