A written assignment showing how a series of learning opportunities can be inter-linked to demonstrate progression in an area of learning and experience.

Introduction
In this essay, I will be discussing various Assessment for Learning (AfL) strategies and the range of opinions surrounding using them in a classroom. Cambridge Assessment defines AfL as,

“an approach to teaching and learning that creates feedback which is then used to improve students’ performance. Students become more involved in the learning process and from this gain confidence in what they are expected to learn and to what standard.”
Cambridge Assessment, 2015

This definition is showing AfL in a positive light, by saying that it, “improves students’ performance.” This is as a result of students becoming, “more involved in the learning process.” However, I think the most important part of this quote is that children gain confidence. Cambridge Dictionary defines confidence as, “the quality of being certain of your abilities” which then leads to completing tasks in anything with more enthusiasm and less fear of failure. By Cambridge Assessment (2015) saying that students will gain more confidence, it means that AfL gives students a platform to grow and be successful. Understood (2019) says that, 

“When kids are confident and secure about who they are, they’re more likely to have a growth mindset.”
Understood, 2019

Doctor Carol Dweck says that:

“Individuals who believe their talents can be developed (through hard work, good strategies, and input from others) have a growth mindset.”
The Ohio State University, 2018

This implies that being confident allows children to develop as people, which all stems back to how Cambridge Assessment defines AfL. This shows a huge benefit of using AfL strategies straight away. As well as looking at AfL strategies, in this assignment I will also be giving my own examples of how AfL can be used in lessons and using three different lesson plans to support my views. These lesson plans will be for different ages across key stage two (KS2) to provide further evidence of how AfL strategies can be used throughout childrens’ lives, not just at a specific age. 

My lesson plans will talk about prior learning that will have gone on in the classroom in order to show progression. My lesson plans are based around different areas of learning and experiences (AoLE/s). There are six different AoLEs, these are: Health and Well-being; Humanities; Languages, Literacy and Communication; Mathematics and Numeracy; Science and Technology (Welsh Government, 20/06/2018). For my lesson plans, I have chosen to base the first around expressive arts (See appendix 1). This will be an art lesson for Year 3, based around giving children confidence. The most important feature of this lesson is that there is no wrong way of doing it, and therefore children will grow in confidence when feedback is given to them because they will not have got it wrong. This is to help children grow into these two statements provided by the Welsh Government (Expressive Arts, 2019) “Responding and reflecting, both as artist and audience, is a fundamental part of learning about and through the Expressive Arts,” and “Creative work combines knowledge and skills using the senses, inspiration and imagination.” 

My next lesson plan is also for Year 3 and is around the AoLE of Languages, Literacy and Communication (See appendix 2). This is about seeing development in childrens’ ability at story-writing and seeing lesson by lesson how their description of characters improves into more and more detail, using a number of writing techniques, such as similes and metaphors. This lesson plan is ensuring that children begin to grow into this statement from the Welsh Government (Languages, Literacy and Communication, 2019), “learners who speak and write effectively are prepared to play a full part in life and work”. 

My final lesson plan is around the AoLE of Science and Technology (See appendix 3). This lesson plan is made to help deepens childrens’ understanding of global warming and the world in which they live in. It is also made to give children a sense of connection to their classroom, because once their work has been completed, it will be used as a display. This lesson plan is designed to help children grow into this statement by the Welsh Government (Science and Technology, 2019) “Being curious and searching for answers helps further our understanding of the natural world and helps society progress.” Further to this, the lesson also takes an approach from the Humanities AoLE, where the ‘What Matters’ statements say that learners should, “Develop(ing) an enquiring mind enables learners to explore and investigate the world, past, present and future, for themselves,” and, “Informed, self-aware citizens engage with the challenges and opportunities that face humanity, and are able to take considered, ethical and sustainable action.” (Welsh Government, Humanities, 2019)

Literature Review
Assessment for Learning has many different areas that are key to making it successful in a classroom setting. First of all, it is important for AfL to focus on how students learn, this means that learning has to be in the minds of both the teacher and students (QCA, 2019). This is important because if a student doesn’t want to learn then there’s a high chance that they won’t learn because they aren’t in the right mindset. This links to Carol Dweck’s (2015) theory of that in order to learn to your full potential you need to have a growth mindset. This is because if you want to progress in something, you should work hard and be dedicated to it. 

Another area where AfL is key is that it should be central to classroom practice, QCA (2019) say that the type of assessment where whatever students say or do is observed, interpreted and then judged is essential and from this method, learning can be improved. This is significant because in your classroom, you want learning to be as advanced and progressed as possible. Paul Black and Dylan Wiliam (1998) further this view throughout their ‘Inside the Black Box’ article by saying that by giving students continuous feedback throughout lessons, helps them know and recognise the standards that they should be aiming for, as well as recognising their next steps and how to take those steps and develop to their full potential. Black and Wiliam (1998, pp.10) also say that it is underpinned by confidence that every child can improve, which brings back the key word from the start of this assignment, saying that confidence is key to helping a child improve. 

As well as this, Black and Wiliam (1998, pp.10) also state what is happening in a classroom setting, whilst AfL is taking place. They say that there is observation happening, this is where teachers listen to how students describe their work and their reasoning. This is important because in order to have a successful classroom, the views and opinions can’t all come from the teacher, there has to be pupil feedback as well. This will guide the teacher into planning lessons to form around what the students need to learn; They also say there is questioning happening in the classroom, this is specifically using open ended questions, which encourage students to explore their ideas and their reasoning. This emphasises the point that lessons can be pupil led as well as teacher led. 

Another thing they list that happens in the classroom is that teachers set tasks in a way that requires students to use certain skills and apply ideas. This is important because it gives students a chance of creativity and to become more independent because they are able to apply their own ideas to tasks and not use the teachers’ ideas; Finally, they ask students to communicate their learning through different skills like drawings, actions, role play, concept mapping and writing. This is important because it helps students develop in a whole range of skills, not just writing, but in more creative ways. This develops Graham Donaldson’s (Successful Futures, 2015) ideas of pupils being both ambitious, capable learners and enterprising, creative contributors. This is as a result of AfL wanting children to learn through a wide range of subjects, not just simply writing. Donaldson states that ambitious, capable learners should be, “ready to learn throughout their lives” and using AfL by helping children learn in different ways, this means that in whatever job students end up in, they will be able to learn. If they are an actor, then learning through role play will help the students learn later in life through acting. If a child is to grow up to be an artist, then developing their learning skills through drawing will help prepare them for that. As well as this, Donaldson also says that enterprising, creative contributors should be, “ready to play a full part in life and work.” This is important to help develop through AfL because creativity is key to being successful in any job. 

There are many different approaches a teacher can use to begin teaching through AfL in a classroom. The Welsh Assembly Government (11/2010) list 83 different ways in which a teacher can use AfL approaches in their classroom and describes how to use them, and I will be using this list in order to describe how I implemented AfL approaches into my lesson plans. For example, in one of my lesson plans (see Appendix 3) I have based a lesson around Global Warming, and the lesson begins with an AfL strategy of using a ‘quescussion’. A ‘quescussion’ is to get learners thinking about the chosen topic and then making them turn their ideas into questions, the learners are only allowed to speak in questions. Once four or five good questions have been asked, the teacher uses them as key topics and this could then lead to all types of lessons, but in my lesson plan, I have made it so the learners go away and research about the topic they have been given and eventually make a poster from it. 

Another AfL strategy I have chosen to use is ‘Who-what-when-where-why-how?’ This is again to get learners to really think deep about something and to ask questions around it. In my lesson plan, (see Appendix 2) I am using this strategy to help learners understand how to describe something in depth. I start the lesson by showing them a cartoon character and the teacher asks the learners to ask the teacher questions about the character and then the teacher describes that specific area in detail. This is where the teacher says that the characters that the learners have made in a prior lesson, won’t be known by the reader and so the children will have to describe their created characters like the teacher is doing in their own stories. This then leads to a ‘hot seating’ strategy where a learner will sit with their back to the board and the teacher puts a different character up, the learner will then ask the class questions and it is the class’ job to describe the character to the learner in the hot seat. I think these are good approaches because it makes learners think in an enjoyable way and also become show creativity, whether it’s by turning their thoughts into questions, or turning their characters into full description.

Discussion of Lesson Plans
For my Year 3 lesson plan (see Appendix 1), I will be focusing on the AoLE of Expressive Arts. The lesson plan will be focusing on the ‘What Matters’ statements of, “Responding and reflecting, both as artist and audience, is a fundamental part of learning about and through Expressive Arts.” As well as, “Creative work combines knowledge and skills using the senses, inspirations and imagination.” (Welsh Government, Expressive Arts, 2019) I will be discussing the first ‘What Matters’ statements to begin. 

The introduction to the lesson gives the learners an opportunity to both respond and reflect to an image shown, for this lesson it is Martyn Evans’ portrayal of a Welsh Village in Brecon. I have chosen this specific piece of to meet the ‘Y Cwricwlwm Cymreig’ where learners should grow in their knowledge of their own country and gain and passion and love for Wales. The learners will be given the opportunity to discuss what they see in the image and give their own thoughts and opinions about the artwork. They will be asked a question and once a learner has answered that, they will ask a question to another member of the class, this is using the AfL strategy of ‘Basketball not Ping Pong’, where the questions are being passed around the classroom, instead of just one child answering or asking questions. It gives an opportunity for every child to get involved and begin to think of their own ideas. 

To develop the ‘What Matters’ statement further, throughout the lesson when the learners are doing the task, they will be asked, what they are making and why, giving them an opportunity to look back and reflect on their own work and to think what they could add. This now leads into the second ‘What Matters’ statement where the learners’ work should be creative. Their work should be using the senses, this is why there will be a wide range of materials to use and all sorts of colours, so that the children can look at a colour and think where it could go, this is another reason why using Martyn Evans’ work is good, because he uses bright, vibrant colours and really makes his work looks creative and give the learners an inspiration to make their work as bright and colourful as Martyn Evans does. Finally, Martyn Evans’ work allows learners to use their imagination when working, especially when changing the topic. I have used this lesson when teaching before and I asked the children to use this style, but make it look like space, and the children were able to use their imagination to create some really lovely designs, which were then used as a display in the classroom (see Appendix 4). During this lesson, the learners would also want to use their senses in more than just looking at the colours and knowing which ones they would want. The learners asked if they could do finger painting and one child used an old recycled CD box, which when it was shaken made a rattling noise. Therefore, this lesson is good for enabling children to meet the ‘What Matters’ statements and develop as much as possible. 

My next lesson plan (see Appendix 2) will again be for a Year 3 class. I wanted to show how using AfL can be used across a progression of lessons to aid development in a specific skill. The first of these lessons will be based around the learners creating their own character, this could be a super hero or alien or pirate, dependant on the school’s theme. Creation of characters can also be done using iPads or other technological devices. This is important because technology is becoming used more and more in everyday life and learners need to learn how to use different types of technology. 

The Digital Competency Framework (DCF, Welsh Government, 2008) also states that’s a Year 3 child should be able to, “create and edit multimedia components.” The next lesson then develops into the learners creating a storyboard, using simple sentences. This will help the learners begin to use their imagination and start to form a story about their created characters. This will also help learners in Year 3 to develop in these areas taken from the National Literacy and Numeracy Framework (Welsh Government, 2008), “use a basic structure for writing”; “present processes, event or reports in a clear sequence”; “start sentences in a variety of ways.” This is an important step because the teacher is able to judge the development of the learners’ writing skills before asking them to write their full story. 

Now onto my lesson plan. I have planned it so that the learners’ development is able to be monitored throughout. The previous lessons help to set up the learners in understanding fully how to write a descriptive story. The AoLE for this lesson plan is Languages, Literacy and Communication and is based around the ‘What Matters’ statement of, “Learners who speak and write effectively are prepared to play a full part in life and work.” (Languages, Literacy and Communication Framework, 2019) The lesson I have planned allows learners to develop in both speaking and writing effectively. The beginning of the lesson allows the learners to practise describing what they can see to try and convince and help another learner guess who they are describing. This is to help the learners understand what is expected from them when describing their own characters. As well as this, the lesson also helps learners to write effectively. 

After practising their describing through speaking, the learners then have the opportunity to practise writing their descriptions of their characters. The learners will be asked to write a story based off their storyboards but beginning to develop their writing into full sentences and using connectives (Welsh Government, National Literacy and Numeracy Framework, 2008) to help turn their storyboard into a full story. The most important part of the LNF to develop in this lesson is the “writing accurately” section of it. Specifically, the areas that say that learners should, “use language appropriate to writing, including standard forms of English,” and, “use vocabulary related to the topic or subject context.” As well as the AfL strategy of ‘Who-what-when-where-why-how?’ as mentioned above. The lesson also includes the strategies of using exemplars, or in this lesson the teacher is the exemplar, by beginning the lesson describing the character how they want the learners to and modelling to them how they should do it. The other strategy used in the lesson is that during the part of the lesson that the learners are writing their stories, there will be an opportunity for them to swap their story with a peer and get the peer to see if they can understand what the character would look like and also look to see if they can pick out their peer using techniques like connectives, similes and metaphors.

For my final lesson plan, I have decided to create an AfL approached lesson for a Year 6 class (see Appendix 3). This lesson is based around the AoLE of Science and Technology with an addition of the AoLE of Humanities. The lesson will be about Global Warming and is guided by what the learners want to learn about within Global Warming. This lesson is also developed around the ‘What Matters’ statement of ‘Being curious and searching for answers helps further our understanding of the natural world and helps society progress.’ (Welsh Government, 2015) The introduction to the lesson focuses on the first part of the statements, about being ‘curious’ of the natural world. As an introduction, I have begun with the AfL strategy of a ‘quescussion’, this is a strategy to get learners to think of their own ideas and begin to come up with their own opinions. 

The point of this activity is to start learners to be able to convert their thoughts into new ways of saying them by turning them into questions. This strategy is used to gain different topics and titles to be searched during the lesson by the different groups in the class. The second part of the lesson focuses on the second part of the ‘What Matters’ statement discussing the fact that the learners having to search for answers. This part of the lesson uses the AfL strategy of ‘ground rules for talk’, this is where the learners will turn to doing individual work first, researching the specific topic that the learner has been given. Once they have finished their research the individuals go into their groups and discuss together what they have each found and start to work out how they are going to form their posters. This is important because it gives learners the opportunity to do their own work before working on their discussion and collaboration skills. This is important as it meets the LNF for Year 6 that says, “contribute purposefully to group discussion to achieve agreed outcomes” and, “express issues and ideas clearly, using specialist vocabulary and examples.” (National Literacy and Numeracy Framework, 2008) The final AfL strategy used for this lesson is in preparation for the next lesson. The teacher will take each poster into mark and the give each poster three stars and a wish to complete by the end of the next lesson. This is important to do because as a teacher sometimes you can give feedback but not give much time to adapt your work once feedback is given, so to give feedback and allow time to let the learners change their work is important. As well as this, the learners will feel rewarded because their work will be presented in the class on a display. 

This lesson will work with any chosen topic; however, I have chosen Global Warming for this lesson because it is important that learners learn about it and understand that it is happening and it is a good topic for them to research themselves and be able to start to have discussion with each other about. These discussions could be about how to solve it, how to prevent it and all the time the learners are being encouraged to think of new ideas and find out new things through research. It also gives the learners the freedom to go and find out the information that they want to include and that they want to find out, which is important because giving children freedom to be independent is vital for their development. 
   
Conclusion
Overall, I think that using AfL strategies in a classroom is a benefit to help learners develop and learn as best as they can. However, it is only good if the level of AfL used is to a high standard. Dr Cheryl A Jones says that, 

“The Assessment for Learning model is only as good as the quality of feedback provided to learners. Successful Assessment for Learning strategies hinge on the nature of feedback, its content and the way it is received and used by learners.”
Dr Cheryl A. Jones, 2005
This is important to fully understand this quote because it is vital to getting to the bottom of AfL and being able to fully implement it into the classroom and use it to its full potential. AfL is good for assessing learners, but only if the learners respond well to the strategies and can take the most from them. Otherwise the learners may easily lose focus and struggle to learn because they are constantly feeling like they are being judged. 

Another negative impact using AfL in the classroom could be that the lower ability learners may struggle because if they are constantly getting something wrong, they may be disheartened by the fact that every time they are given feedback, they are doing it wrong. However, there are ways around this, it is important for all learners to understand that they can improve on whatever they are doing and therefore feedback has to have a balance of both positives and negatives in order for learners to get a sense of achievement and a sense of wanting to improve their work more and more. This is why I have tried to use AfL strategies that will not so much show light on the negatives in a learners’ work, but I have used strategies that guide learners into doing something right before they have a chance of getting it wrong. 

A good example of this is the ‘Who-what-when-where-why-how?’ strategy used in the story writing lesson plan (see Appendix 2) where the teacher gives their example of how to describe a character first and then allows the learners to have their opportunity. Once the learner has the opportunity, the teacher can also ask questions to add to the description the class is giving the learner if they aren’t giving enough detail to continue modelling how to be descriptive. All in all, going back to the introduction of this essay, AfL is important to help learners grow in confidence and this is summed up well by this,

“Another important element within assessment for learning is the development of confidence. It’s developing the student’s self-efficacy, in other words their levels of self-belief. It develops optimism and resilience.” 
James Woodworth, 2015

The word ‘optimism’ gives a look on AfL which I like. It helps you understand that it gives learners a belief that whatever work they are doing they can complete and complete it to a high standard.
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huge eyes. They were as brown as a tree
trunk”

Teaching
acore
Learming

T previous essans pupls will nave
created a character and made a
storyboard about that character.

For thi lesson, they will be using the
storyboard and witing a fulltory about
their character.

The introduction activity is to get the

children practising how to expand their

sentence from how they have written in
their storyboards to be able to fully.
describe their characters in detall

Previous work —PUpls’
storyboards and their
simple description of

their characters.
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Plrary

Now go back o the last task of the,
introduction, give children a new
character to describe with a simple.
describing sentence next to the character
and ask children one at atime to add to
the sentence, this can be repeated to ask
every childin the class.

I the next lesson give pupis time to go
over their peers marking and see Ifthey
can add any more description or any
more detail to thei story.

ASK children to swap their work with a
peer.

sk ehildren to use coloured pencils to

underline certain sentences. The children
must pick atleast three sentences to
underline in green (good) and one to

underline in (red), how they can improve.

Tnteractive whiteboard
Powerpoint
Coloured pencils
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global warming must be transformed into
‘question form and all questions will be
‘written down on 2 whiteboard at the
front.

The class then choose the best questions,
guided by the teacher in order to make
different topics around global warming.





image12.png
Teaching
core
Leaming

Group children into 4-5 different groups.
Now give each group a different question
to research about global warmming.
However, the first part i an individual
piece of work, gathering different
information.

“The second part of the main body is
where the groups come together to
discuss their ideas and what they have
researched and also discuss how they are
going to make the poster.

Pupls must research the question they
have been given and then work together
to createa poster.

Computers/iPads
Coloured pencils
A3/2Paper

Plenary

‘Once the poster s inished, the pupils
must hand in their poster to be marked
by the teacher.

Give pupils 3 stars and a wish to
complete at the start of next lesson.
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