Sustainability & Sustainable Development in Devon 

When researching a region for sustainability and future development; choosing Devon as many developments are happening in the future to achieve Net-Zero. Sustainability and sustainable development are the ability to maintain or support a process over time; often broken down into three core concepts: economic, environment and social. Linking to social, political, economic, cultural and environmental; local and government policies, Ruggerio (2021). There are 17 goals for sustainable development to end poverty, protecting the planet and ensuring that all people enjoy peace and prosperity, WBCSD (2021). Refer to the 17 goals in source 1 of the ‘Appendix’. These goals were set in 1999 by the General Assembly of the World Tourism Organisation.

All of these goals are set to guide key players in tourism development. They are: no poverty, zero hunger, good health & well-being, quality education, gender equality, clean water & sanitation, affordable and clean energy, decent work & economic growth, industry, innovation and infrastructure, reduced inequality, sustainable cities and communities, responsible consumption and production, climate action, life below water, life on land, peace & justice strong institutions and partnerships to achieve the goal. Aim to achieve them all by 2030, ensure prosperity and to protect the planet. This is a global scale around the world, Hewitt (2012).

The four pillars which relate to this are: human, social, economic and environmental. These relate to Devon as every county is investing for the future of Devon to help sustainability. It is the prescription on how to move towards a more sustainable future in more urban areas however we need to move forward towards this for the future of the planet, Kennedy (2005). Tourism Development can be defined as creating strategies and plans to increase, develop or encourage tourism to a destination. Defining tourism planning as “a process, based on research and evaluation, which seeks to optimise the potential contribution of tourism to human welfare and environmental quality”, Pearce (1987).

Linking sustainability to self-regulatory codes as these distinguish organisation which help the reduce the world’s carbon footprint. These codes are a code of conduct self-regulation or co-regulation with the government; protecting tourism resources and educating to the change of behaviour within a sustainable approach. Market mechanisms is a system in the market where the forces of demand and supply determine the price and quantity of good and services, Study Smarter (2023). Protecting tourism resources in terms of natural, cultural and historical. The negative impact of tourists of Devon can be minimised by the way of educating and changing their behaviour with sustainable approach. To be more sustainable, there will be demand and supply issues as less will be available as of the high demand of sourcing from local businesses to reduce carbon footprints.  From the Journal of Business Ethics, “It is not easy living a sustainable lifestyle”; need to save the planet for future generations ahead of us, Longo (2019).

The community of Devon are working together to help sustainability. Promoting Devon as sustainable to strengthen for the long run, Marsden (2012). The ‘Sustainability Hub: Low Carbon Devon’, linking with Plymouth University, Devon Climate Emergency (2023). Their mission is to offer businesses, social enterprises and community groups the opportunity to learn about how they can engage with sustainability. Offering grants of up to £7,500 to help Devon enterprises develop new products or services for the low-carbon sector.

The Mid Devon District Council acknowledges that climate is changing fast. In 2019, the district signed the Devon Climate Emergency Pledge; supporting becoming carbon neutral by 2050. Aiming to achieve Net-Zero carbon emissions by 2030; addressing the issues. Making a positive impact through: the quality of housing, energy supply, planning decisions, choice of transport, tree planting, education and more. Listening to and learn from residents who have been working on these issues for a while, Mid Devon (2021).

Devon County Council’s environmental policy was adopted by Cabinet in June 2022; implemented through a set of themed action plans, Devon County Council (2023). This policy relies on the environment for health, wellbein30g and economic prosperity. Providing clean air and water, nutrients and pollinators available to grow food, giving energy for resources and process of waste. The heritage and cultural assets offering opportunities for recreation and tourism; offering a sense of belonging and a connection to the past. Demonstrated by the priorities of the ‘2021 – 2025 Strategic Plan’, aiming to get to Net-Zero by 2030.

Visit South Devon wants to champion good sustainable tourism practices across the South Devon region and to help support their own tourism business in making changes to reduce climate change. They pledge to: create a new dedicated area for sustainability (best practice from members and partners), join the Green Business Tourism scheme aiming to work towards the Silver Status and highlight sustainability to help raise the profile of sustainable tourism in South Devon, Visit South Devon (2023).

Visit Devon discussing the whole of Devon aiming to be carbon neutral by 2050. In East Devon, a host of plans to help achieve this has been put in place; drive to limit the environmental, social and economic impact of everyday life, Visit Devon (2023). Businesses working with sustainability, accommodation working towards this by using renewable energy and more electric car charging points becoming more noticeable. Ways to help include: take litter away, recycle, use reusable items, pick up litter while out and about and only have BBQs in specially designed areas.

Devon Communities Together key social objectives; ensure communities are supported to develop strategies to protect and regenerate their natural environment. The approach to develop and deliver the project work; encouraging community work in the natural environment. Examples include: local council support network, community wildlife grants, fuel poverty & energy efficiency, reaching Net-Zero and the Devon community resilience forum, Devon Communities Together (2023).

Devon Environment Foundation; part of the Conservation Collective (Global network of locally-focused environmental foundations). Their vision is at least 30% of Devon ‘for nature’ by 2030. Given the scale of the climate and nature emergencies; to protect and restore 30% of land and water by 2030. The way the foundation works is: achieving Net-Zero by carbon reductions, building local coalitions that catalyse systemic change and supporting local environment groups to make positive long-lasting change, Devon Environment (2020).

For South Devon College, sustainability is a key priority; committed to raising awareness through all college life. Broken down into: environmental – impact of human activity, economic – working towards a greener, cleaner, Net-Zero economy; providing jobs to improve quality of life and social – linking with the 17 development goals; meeting social sustainability through wellbeing, quality education and gender equality. Their commitment is to improve the approach via promotion of environmental awareness and responsibility. The ‘College Sustainability Curriculum Working Group’ meet with the ‘Sustainability Board’ discussing ideas considering the current issues and the effects of life on their lives and the future. There is a green campus which involved maintain and monitor trees/species, South Devon College (2023). More information in the ‘Appendix’.

Greening business means making the area of Devon more sustainable for future generations. Sustainable Development is an extremely complex idea from a business point of view; renewable and non-renewable. Providing necessary guidelines to most basic changes for any business, Davis (1991). Within Devon, businesses which are becoming more eco-friendly include the following below, South West News (2016).

All of these businesses are from different sectors within Devon, helping to get to Net-Zero in Devon. Below are examples of sustainable practice. These are all bring more revenue into the area due to the new sustainability practices. Visitors are wanting to experience more, to help save the planet. This allows Devon to grow and develop due to more spending in the area due to new environmental changes. 

Mazzard Farm, Ottery ST Mary; cluster of luxury cottages - sustainable and eco-friendly utilities and amenities. The environmental impact is reduced as the environment is becoming more protected for the visitors. Sancho’s, Exeter; two sustainable shops - certified fair trade, organic and constructed from sustainable natural materials; for men and women. Ashwood’s Electric Motors, Chudleigh; electric motors which are lighter and more efficient, across a range of sectors. These are helping to cut down emissions, making a better choice for the future.

Lightfoot, Exeter; technology to see how drivers can improve their driving reducing emissions and save money on fuel costs. This will become a win-win situation as this will show people how to driver safer which will reduce accidents on the road. Ashley House, Exeter; eco-friendly printers in the UK. Combing their passion for print with caring for the planet and sourcing sustainable print materials. Clean Eco, Totnes; Devon’s greenest cleaning company, for over 18 years. This is covering a wide service to Plymouth, Exeter and surrounding areas.

The Green Taxi Company, Sidmouth; environmental taxi service based in East Devon. Providing many companies and individuals with low emission cars with excellent customer service. This will reduce air pollution and help the area to get to Net-Zero. Green Scheme, Yelverton; provide high quality rubber and plastic products, promoting green solutions wherever possible. Eco Blitz, Plymouth; cleaning and life services based in Plymouth and operating throughout Devon and Cornwall. Proving reliable and profession cleaning and life services; all environmentally friendly. The Green Funeral Company, Totnes; founded in the 2000’s. Offering an ecological alternative to traditional funerals.

Sustainable Transportation in Devon has many objectives to help get to Net-Zero. Carbon Copy is a UK charity that accelerates local action and a community-powered response in particular, across different groups and generations; tackling the climate and biodiversity crises. Devon Sustainable Transport, Carbon Copy is helping people in Devon be better connected by healthier, cleaner and greener travel choices, Carbon Copy (2021). Transport accounts for 30% of Devon’s annual greenhouse gas emissions (GHGs). Making changes are vital to tackling climate change and achieving Net-Zero. Shifting to low emission vehicles to achieve the worlds mission. A few examples to reduce carbon emissions from transport include: closure of minor roads to enable pleasant, low traffic conditions for walking and cycling through residential streets and closure of roads for drop off and pick up for schools; delivering School Streets. Having a bike schemes programme will encourage residents to reduce their carbon footprints as this will be quicker to get to places and will reduce air pollution in the atmosphere.

For Sustainable hospitality within Devon, the organisation needs to first look at recruitments from the local area first to stay as local as possible. If this is not possible try and keep recruitment local within the United Kingdom as this is better than recruiting from abroad. More and more eco-friendly accommodation is becoming more of the norm in Devon to help reduce the carbon footprint. Devon has a broad-based strategic vision with Cornwall to help World Heritage Sites and managing for sustainable tourism, Landorf (2009).

In 2020, the World Committee on Tourism Ethics; revised the top tips to be a responsible traveller. To ensure safe and secure travelling. Top tips include: honouring your hosts and our common heritage – learn about the destination before heading there, protect our planet – look after the environment, support the local economy – keep everything local, travel safety, be an informed traveller – research, use digital platforms wisely, make tourism the force for good and set a good example for other travellers, UNWTO (2020).

The future of sustainable development in Devon links to education; preserving for future generations. Actively manging the impact of the activities on the environment. Plan positively to landscape changes arising from the climate, ecological emergency and socioeconomic pressures. Supporting local businesses and companies in making these changes for a sustainable future. The impacts will include: plastic free for North Devon and becoming Net-Zero by 2050. Developing technology for the future of Devon.

To conclude, Devon is working with the local government, community and tourists to becoming more sustainable and improve sustainable development for the future of Devon; aiming to achieve Net-Zero by the earliest 2030 and the latest 2050. Focusing on green, sustainability and the development goals for the future generation.
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