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Useful websites 

•  http://creativecurio.com/2008/05/the-color-wheel-and-
color-theory/ 

•  http://www.inspirationbit.com/dos-and-donts-colour/ 

•  http://www.markboulton.co.uk/journal/comments/five-
simple-steps-to-designing-with-colour-part-3-colour-
combinations 

•  http://www.artskills.com/students_colors_as_feelings.php 
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Colour Theory 

•  The Colour Wheel 
A color circle, based on red, 
yellow and blue, is 
traditional in the field of art.  

Sir Isaac Newton developed 
the first circular diagram of 
colours in 1666. 
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Primary Colours 

•  Triangular position on the 
wheel 
– Paint = Yellow, Red, Blue 

•  In color theory, these are the 
3 pigment colours that can not 
be mixed or formed by any 
combination of other colours.  

•  All other colours are derived 
from these 3 hues 4 
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Secondary Colours 

•  Green, orange and purple 
Secondary colours are formed by 
mixing the Primary colors. 

5 Secondaries Primaries & Secondaries 

Tertiary Colours 

•  Colours are formed by mixing 
a Primary and a Secondary 
color.  

•  Hue therefore has a two word 
name. 
Yellow-orange, red-orange, 
red-purple, blue-purple,  
blue-green and yellow-green. 
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Summary 
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Secondaries 

Primaries 

Tertiaries 

Warm & Cool Colours  
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Colour Harmony 

•  Complementary Colours 
•  Analogous Colours 
•  Triadic Colours 
•  Split Complementary Colours 
•  Rectangular (Tetradic) Colours 
•  Square Colour Scheme 
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Complementary Colour 
Schemes 

•  Colours that are opposite each other on 
the color wheel are considered to be 
complementary colours (example: red 
and green). 
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Split-Complementary Colour 
Schemes 

•  The split-complementary color scheme is a 
variation of the complementary color 
scheme. The base color (green here) uses 
the two colors adjacent to its complement. 
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Analogous Colour Schemes 

•  Analogous colour schemes use colours 
that are next to each other on the colour 
wheel. 
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Triadic Colour Schemes 

•  A triadic color scheme uses colors that 
are evenly spaced around the color 
wheel. 
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Rectangular (Tetradic) Colour 
Schemes 

•  The rectangle or tetradic color scheme 
uses four colors arranged into two 
complementary pairs. 
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Square Colour Schemes 

•  The square color scheme is similar to 
the rectangle, but with all four colors 
spaced evenly around the color circle. 
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Tints, Shades & Tones 
•  Tints - adding white to a pure hue 
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•  Shades - adding black to a pure hue 

•  Tone - adding gray to a pure hue 
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Colour Context 

•  Is the same red used in all background 
colourtabs? 

•  Is the red tab the same size in each 
background colour tab? 
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Reading Colour 
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Spot and Process Colour 

•  You can designate colors as either spot 
or process colour types, which 
correspond to the two main ink types 
used in commercial printing.  

•  In the Swatches panel, you can identify 
the color type of a color using icons that 
appear next to the name of the colour.  
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Using spot and process colors 
together 

•  Sometimes it’s practical to use process and spot inks in 
the same job. For example, you might use one spot ink 
to print the exact color of a company logo on the same 
pages of an annual report where photographs are 
reproduced using process color.  

•  You can also use a spot color printing plate to apply a 
varnish over areas of a process color job.  

•  In both cases, your print job would use a total of five 
inks—four process inks and one spot ink or varnish. 

•  In InDesign, you can mix process and spot colors 
together to create mixed ink colors. 

23 

Select a color with the Color 
Picker 

•  The Color Picker lets you choose colors from a 
color spectrum or specify colors numerically.  

•  You can define colors using the RGB, Lab, or 
CMYK color model. 

•  Double-click either the Fill or Stroke box in the 
Toolbox or the Color panel to open the Color 
Picker. 

•  To change the color spectrum displayed in the 
Color Picker, click a letter: R (Red), G (Green), or 
B (Blue); or L (luminance), a (green-red axis), or 
b (blue-yellow axis). 24 
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Defining a Colour Scheme 

•  Interactive Colour Picker 
(best opened in Firefox) 
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•  Hewlett Packard Colour 
Wheel 
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