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Background of Carmarthen 
The town of Carmarthen is sited on the river Towy some eight miles north of its estuary. It is a small town of around 16,2558 inhabitants and lays claim to being one of, if not the oldest town, in Wales. It was in 1546 that the two settlements of old and new Carmarthen joined to form a single town, and between the 16th and 18th centuries became one of the most densely populated areas in Wales and was quoted during this period as being perhaps the chief city of Wales. Alas, the population dwindled during the 19th century as people moved to the more prosperous areas of the South Wales coalfields, (Welcome to Carmarthen In South Wales, 2013).


Population of Carmarthen 
According to iLiveHere UK, the population of Carmarthen as a whole, is older than the national average, making Carmarthen an older persons location. Table 1 below gives us an idea of the demographics 1, iLiveHere , 2020).
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Housing in Carmarthen 
Carmarthen housing is in three main housing groups which includes: 
1.  Flat.
2. Maisonette and apartment.
3. Terraced and detached houses. 

There is a very small proportion of caravan, or other temporary mobile structure. The ward consists of 145 local authority owned properties and 106 Housing Association properties, (CARMARTHENSHIRE, 2019).






The economic state of Carmarthen 
The estimated median household income for Carmarthen Town South, based on CACI’s 2018 ‘PayCheck’ data, is £22,881 which is the 12th lowest (of 58 wards) in Carmarthenshire and 11.4% below the Carmarthenshire median of £25,488.
The social profile information indicates a higher than average level of people in higher and lower managerial and professional administrative occupations (Levels 1-2), (CARMARTHENSHIRE, 2019).

The impact of the socio-economic dynamics of the community and its impact on young people 

Considering there is a major gap between the young and the old in terms of population, the table shows that there are more older people than young people. It is obvious the focus of the local authority is likely to be on those activities which are beneficial to the older generation rather than the youth.

That is an indication to us that living in the community as a young person there is little or nothing to do. Dr Mz on its website give us a good picture when it talks about its creation. It said “there was nothing for young people to do in Carmarthen unless you wanted to act or sing, walk miles to the leisure centre or watch a film once a week! Many young people decided to drink alcohol, hang around on street corners and cause a bit of a nuisance!”, (Dr M’z, 2020). That was how it was in 1994/95, having been in Carmarthen myself during the course of my placement activities, that statement is still true today.

The way forward 
Having looked at the demographics above and my experience, my suggestion will be from a faith-based perspective. I will suggest that the faith community in Carmarthen consider raising funds to build youth facilities for its young people. As the youth numbers are low, it will not be too big of a task to collect Sunday offerings for a youth project in Carmarthen. The local authority is already stretched in so many areas. Relying on the local authority is not the best approach to care and support these young life. 

This is how Dr Mz started with Dr Margaret Evans, a local G.P. and Councillor, whose vision, enthusiasm and selfless efforts inspired the project, (Dr M’z, 2020). I am led to believe that her daughter still supports the project on behalf of the mother. In conclusion I think the faith communities should rise up and support youth work where history has confirmed that it is in churches and amongst faith based communities that youth work started in the first place, (Lewis, 2018).
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Age O to 4 5.6% 5.8%
Age5to9 5.3% 5.3%
Age 10 to14 5.8% 5.8%
Age 15 to 17 3.8% 3.7%
Age 18 to 24 8.2% 9.7%
Age 25 to 29 5.2% 6.1%
Age 30 to 44 17.3% 18.6%
Age 45 to 59 20.9% 19.9%
Age 60 to 64 7.3% 6.7%
Age 65 to 74 11% 9.8%
Age 75 to 84 6.9% 6.1%
Age 85 and over 2.8% 2.4%
Mean Age 423 40.6

Median Age 44 41




