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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 

	NAME: 

	 ID No.: 

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
Societal attitudes, victim blaming and their role on shaping perceptions of stereotyping within the criminal justice system 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AIM & OBJECTIVES: 
Aim – Explore how societal attitudes towards victims of crime and the role of victim blaming help to shape perceptions of stereotyping within the criminal justice system.

Objective 1 - Investigate the perpetuation of stereotypes towards victims of crime, including beliefs about victim responsibility, credibility, and deservingness of support.
 
Objective 2 - Evaluate the extent to which societal attitudes that blame victims can impact reporting crimes.

Objective 3 – Identify the psychological impact of victim blaming on survivors of crime, including its effects on self-esteem, mental health, and willingness to seek support or engage with the criminal justice system.


	THEORETICAL CONTEXT: ***
According to (Bongiorno, McKimmie and Masser, 2016) there are some powerful stereotypes that exist  on how a  female rape victim should behave. It is expected for rape victims to be able to resist their attacker and immediate report the attack after it happens when in reality rape victims are too shocked or freeze up with fear and are unable to stop the attacker and after the attack they are too traumatised to go straight to the police. 
Van Doorn and Koster (2019) wrote that criminal justice officials often rely on the credibility of victims. In cases involving sexual assault victim credibility is possibly one of the most important determinants that could start an investigation. Previous research suggested that the way victims acted could raise suspicion to their credibility. Victims who present emotional and agitated behaviour are more likely to be considered a ‘real’ victim compared to a victim who behaves in a numbed manner. 
According to Gravelin (2019) many crimes such as robberies/muggings and victims of sexual assaults are particularly more vulnerable to being blamed for the attack. Some religious and traditional gender roles can contribute to victim blaming. For example religious observers may see a woman behaving wildly or fighting against her attacker as more blameworthy and because of the change in gender role, that being the male partner is the “fighter” or “protector” so to speak and the female partner is considered a “damsel”.
If the women feel like they will not be believed or be blamed for their attack then they may not come forward and report the crime out of fear of being blamed and not getting justice. 

According to Wemmers, Parent and Lachance Quirion (2022) victims of crime particularly in  cases involving sexual violence will often blame themselves for what happened  and will hesitate to report the crime to the police. When the victims does have enough courage to report the crime the criminal9 justice process can often be difficult as most cases involving sexual violence do not end in conviction. If victims know that the chances of them not getting any justice at all, they may not report anything in the first place as they don’t want to have to relive their traumatic experience in court only for it not to end in conviction. 
Bates (2019) wrote that gender stereotyping can influence people to have improper beliefs on intimate partner violence (IVP) and rape. It is believed that stereotyping in these cases can be damaging to victims of partner violence and sexual violence and can also have an impact on societal and service response to violence. (Bates, Et.al, 2019). 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
According to Gelo et al (2008) the difference between qualitative and quantitative research is based on how the data is collected and analysed. Quantitative research is collected in the form of numbers and focuses on a more statistical analysis while qualitative research is collected through a non-numerical form which could include text, photos or videos. According to Verhoef and Casebeer (1997) qualitative research can be a strength for quantitative research and the other way around. Also using both methods will give you a balanced evaluation of both text and numbers. 
I will be using google forms in order to collect the quantitative research.

	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
I will be targeting members of the public ranging from 18 year olds to people in their late 50s to early 60s purely because the younger generation may have completely different views to the older generation so I’ll be able to get a wide range of different responses. 
I will be using google forms to create my survey and by using that I will be able to select an option so that if anyone under 18 attempts to answer the survey it will automatically shut it down and they wont be able to answer it. I will be using social media platforms such as snapchat, Instagram and Facebook to distribute my survey to accumulate responses.
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