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Stop and search powers are police interventions enforced by officers upon the public with the aim of keeping our community safe. If a police officer has justifiable suspicion that you are carrying items such as illegal weapons, drugs or stolen goods, then they are allowed to carry out a stop and search. There are three different types of stop and search powers that can be conducted by an officer. These are that police officers must have reasonable grounds in order to proceed with a search, if a police officer does not have reasonable grounds to search an individual then they must have approval from a senior officer before carrying out a search, and a police officer has the power to stop and search an individual if they believe they are linked with terrorism or terrorism acts. Between the years of 2019 and 2020, there is an estimated number of 577,000 stop and searches that were conducted. This figure is 52% higher from the years between 2018 and 2019 (Brown, 2021). When a police officer stops you, they must either be in their uniform or present you with their warrant card in order to continue the stop and search. If you do not choose to answer the officer's questions and there is no other reasoning to suspect you, the officer cannot use this to arrest you or proceed the search (Home Office, no date given). Before the police and criminal evidence act came into law, there was a law called the sus law. In 1824 the sus law gave police officers the ability to make an arrest upon an individual if they had suspicion that that person was disobeying the law. However, this law was later repealed in 1981 due to the continuous negativity that surrounded the law and how the police were abusing the use of it. An example of this is the sus law being overused in the race riots and members of the BAME, black, Asian and minority ethnic, community (Maggs, 2019).
The police and criminal evidence act 1984 was released with the purpose of enforcing fairness and stabilise the freedom that the public are intitled too and the powers that police officer's hold. The codes of practice that this act include are arrest, stop and search, detention, identification and investigation. This act allows a proper framework for our police officers to work with, leading to avoiding conflict with the public and working in the public's best intentions (Homer Office, 2013). It is important that our police force work with the community and not against them, creating trust with members of the public will not only benefit them but it will also benefit the force. Cooperation allows officers to carry out their work efficiently and effectively without any conflict arising. An incident that made a large population of the UK loose trust in our police force was the murder of Sarah Everard. On Wednesday 3rd March 2021 after leaving a friend's house, Sarah Everard did not return home and was reported as missing. Just four days later, a male named Wayne Couzens was arrested in connection with the disappearance of Sarah and was later found guilty. Wayne was a serving officer for the Metropolitan police force who wrongly used his powers to make a false arrest against Sarah, claiming he was arresting her for breaching coronavirus restrictions and proceeded to take her into his vehicle. Wayne was not in uniform (Ng et al, 2021). This tragic incident caused outrage upon the public, it also left many women and younger girls questioning can they trust the police. This resulted in a divide between the police force and the public, bringing to light the issue of women not feeling safe in their community and not even being able to trust the police (O’Conner et al, 2021). In order to promote a functioning society, police need to pull together a clear understanding with the public of how stop and searches should be carried out and what members of the public are intitled to. 
This leaves the question what many people are asking, are the police using their powers to stop and search fairly? Not only do many women fear and have little trust in male officers, but also black, Asian and minority ethnics or BAME members of society. Some of those who are of a different race or ethnicity claimed to have had bad experiences with police, whether that be through stop and search or feeling they had been singled out due to their race. A public survey was created by the HMIC asking the public if they felt safe when police officers were carrying out stop and searches in their area. In response to this, 55% of the public said that they felt safer knowing that police were using their stop and search powers in the area, compared to 13% of people who did not agree that they felt safer. It was also noted that a quarter of those who responded to the survey claimed that they felt stop and search powers were being used too often, 42% of black and minority ethnic backgrounds gave this opinion during the survey along with 31% of non-British which respondents. Amongst those who claimed that the police were using their stop and search powers too often, a third of them were black, Asian and minority ethnic respondents. They believed that there was unlawful discrimination by the police through the power that they hold (HMIC, 2013). These opinions have a hard effect on the relationship between our police force and members of our community, again the public begin to lose trust in the police if they think our force discriminates or stereotypes certain individuals. This can lead to conflict with individuals against the police, making it difficult for officers to carry out their work effectively. Code A of the police and criminal evidence act 1984 includes the purposes of stop and search powers, mentioning that it allows police officers to have suspicion over an individual without making an arrest. This means that stop and search is an alternative to an arrest, so should be treated differently to prevent individuals thinking they are being detained (HMICFRS, 2021). This is important as it allows more cooperation from the public.
It is clear to see that police need to do more to ensure that they have an effective role in a functioning society by building trustworthy and genuine trust and relationships with their community. The modern day ‘cop culture’ needs to be tackled and promoted that police are here to help us and do all they can to advocate a positive society where everyone feels understood and safe. 
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