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Good morning everyone. My name is Kayleigh Cowdery and today I will be demonstrating a presentation on young people’s lives in the 1960s. 
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Young people must navigate their way to adulthood through factors influenced by a changing society. Today, I will examine youth and youth culture in the nineteen-sixties and consider the social and political factors impacting them during that time. I will assess society and the government’s response to this continuity of change, paying particular attention to matters affecting the youth service. I will then compare the similarities between life for young people in the 1960s and today.
A key point to remember is that the concept of ‘youth’ only began to take form towards the end of the nineteenth century, and this started mainly out of the ‘concern of matters relating to young people, delinquency and social reform’ (Gilles, 1974, cited in Garland et al. 2012)
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To get an idea of what was transpiring in the 1960s it is important to examine some critical arguments about the decade’s role in facilitating change. Marwick (2011) argues that ‘the sixties’ was a period of ‘outstanding historical significance because what happened during the decade transformed social and cultural developments for the rest of the century’. 
He continued by saying… ‘For some, it was a golden age’.
But ‘for others, a time when the old, secure framework of morality, authority, and discipline disintegrated’.
Margaret Thatcher (1982, cited in Marwick, 2011) declared, ‘we are reaping’, ‘what was sewn in the sixties… fashionable theories and permissive claptrap set the scene for a society in which old values of discipline and restraint were denigrated’. These quotes appear to demonstrate the contradicting opinions about what happened in that decade and how it affected society. 
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From ‘Beatlemania’ to ‘mini skirts’ to ‘landing on the moon’, the 1960s is referred to as an ‘iconic’ decade, where there was an emergence of youth culture. World War Two was over and young people started to steer away from the more traditional, ‘conservative norms’ of their parent’s generation (Care Visions Healthy Ageing, 2021). Music and fashion provided an outlet for creativity, self-expression, and individuality (Care Visions Healthy Ageing, 2021).
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Social change and youth culture are integral. Rowe (2004) argues that the causes and influences of social change are complex. For instance, television revealed and influenced change in young people’s lives.  The same can be said regarding ‘fashion’ and ‘popular music’. Watson (no date) suggests that listening to music revealed information regarding significant international events such as the ‘Vietnam War’, igniting responses from young people. For instance, anti-war protests, the ‘hippie movement’, and the pursuit of ‘peace and freedom’ (Watson, no date).   
Affluence was another contributor to social change according to Rowe (2004). There was significant economic growth and an increase in jobs after the war. Newfound time, freedoms and disposable income fed young people’s desires and created a culture of growth. 
The 1960s Windrush generation boosted immigration in Britain, prompting multicultural diversity (Rowe, 2004).
Twenty-two universities opened in the 1960s, allowing young people greater access to higher education, and social mobility (Rowe, 2004). For many, this was the first time in a generation that it was acceptable to leave home before (Rowe 2004). Higher education also encouraged self-expression and the confidence stand up to issues such as gender equality, sexual liberation, and black civil rights (Rowe, 2004). 
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Another influence on social change was a change in demography. The key demographic factor that affected social change and young people in the 1960s included the post-war ‘baby-bulge’.  This graph from the Office for National Statistics (2015) shows the peaks in birth, particularly in the years of 1947 and 1964. This big ‘bulge’ of babies would grow to become the teenagers of 1960s and 1970s. This increase in number of teenagers contributed to what was considered ‘the emerging youth problem’ (Smith and Doyle, 2002).
Slide 7
The ‘emergence of youth culture’ brought with it, an ‘emerging youth problem’ (Smith and Doyle, 2002). Various social, political, and cultural factors, (as mentioned previously), prompted governmental intervention, in response to growing concerns regarding young people. Particularly the influx of the ‘baby boom’ generation and public anxiety linked to youth culture and delinquency (Smith and Doyle, 2002). 
The government recognised the need to address these anxieties and related issues, so they looked at the potential of the youth service to help combat this. As a result, the government commissioned a review of the youth service in 1958 called the ‘Albermarle Report’. This came into fruition in 1960 and was heralded as ‘a golden era for youth work’ (Smith and Doyle, 2002). 
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However, the Albermarle Report (1960) found that the youth service in England and Wales was in ‘a state of acute depression’ at the time (Ministry of Education 1960, cited in Smith and Doyle, 2002). The report was considered a turning point for the youth work as it led to a substantial boost in funding and resources. (Smith and Doyle, 2002).  It also paved the way for further interest and research into the field (Smith and Doyle, 2002). The Report identified the principle of ‘voluntary attendance’ of young people as a significant characteristic and asset (Smith and Doyle, 2002). This is still reflected in youth framework today (CLD Scotland, 2019).
Slide 9
The Albermarle Report (1960) outlined a new purpose for the Youth Service.  This included the ‘facilitation of activities to encourage ‘association, training, and challenge (ibid. cited in Smith, 2013). This involved the encouragement of ‘voluntary’ relationships and opportunities for ‘commitment, counsel and self-determination’ (Smith, 2013). 
Despite this substantial increase in funding in youth work, there appeared to be a lack of effective framework linking theory and practice (Smith and Doyle, 2002). The committee proceeded swiftly in response to social change, lacking preparation and research (Smith and Doyle, 2002). The Report responded to public anxiety on ‘youth crime and delinquency’ and decided to focus on combatting these issues. However, it lacked analysis of the changing ‘context’ of crime, the media’s influence, or youth ‘trends and patterns’ (Smith and Doyle, 2002).
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Young people are still facing similar challenges today to that of the 1960s. For instance, the media still ‘discriminates’ against young people, portraying them as societal ‘delinquents’ or ‘rebels (Greaves, 2002). This can affect their self-esteem, sense of identity, belonging and discourages their participation in society (Greaves, 2002). ‘Social Media’ and the ‘pandemic’ are additional factors affecting youth today (UK Youth, 2020). 
Unlike the 1960s where money was flowing, today’s generation are facing a ‘struggling economy’ with the cost-of-living crisis, ‘cuts to vital services, and government’s lack of investment in the youth service’ (UK Youth, 2020). 
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Youth work today, does not have the significant amount of funding that was available in the 1960s. However, the youth service still endeavours to support young people in their transition to adulthood. In comparison to the 1960s it now has an established framework in place that emphasises the importance of being present with ‘social and political change’. It helps combat influences such as the media and focuses on building confidence, sense of identity and belonging (CLD Scotland, 2019). It aims to provide safe spaces for young people to ‘grow holistically, and works with them to encourage their personal, social and educational growth, empowering self-expression and young people’s influence in society’ (CLD Scotland, 2019). Youth work today no longer focuses on the delinquency of young people, and instead focuses on the individual needs of each young person, helping them reach their full potential. 
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From this presentation it is evident that young people in whatever decade they live will experience social, political and economic change. In both the 1960s and the present day, they must find ways to navigate these changes. Each have different and similar influences that will affect them. For example, in the 1960s young people were portrayed as delinquents. Today, both the media and social media still portray young people in a similar light. Consumerism is also a major factor that affects young people as it did in the 1960s. There has been improvement in legislation that affects young people. International and national legislation has put some elements of protection for young people that didn’t exist previously. For example, the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) (Youth Work in Wales Review Group, 2022).
It is obvious that youth work has changed dramatically from the original findings and recommendations of the Albermarle Report (1960). Despite its good intentions, youth work has progressed significantly since the 1960s although it is obviously struggling with a lack of funding.  
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Thank you for listening to this presentation. Please feel free to ask any questions you may have. 
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