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Continuing on from the previous project, ‘Experimental Strategies’, I will be composing a photobook, displaying work on my chosen subject area. My photobook will contain various images relating to environmental issues, while exploring notions of juxtapositions, rhythm and narrative. Throughout this process, I will study upon other photobooks created by artists in order to help with inspiration. 
As previously mentioned, my area of subject is environmental issues. The environment is something I feel strongly about, and wish to highlight within my work. My aim of this project is to portray our environment in Wales for how it is. We have so many beautiful coastal walks and beaches, however, litter in these scenic areas has always been a problem. The photobook will portray a juxtaposition between the picturesque side of Wales, and the polluted. As this project is a continuation from the module ‘Experimental Strategies’, I will be including polaroid experiments throughout. 
Landscape photographer, Ansel Adams created a photobook capturing a variety of different landscapes around America. As of the time period, all of the images included are in black and white, allowing each and every one to complement each-other. I really like this idea as it prevents the viewer becoming overwhelmed by too many colours at once. From watching a flick through of the book online, I really like the layout of the images and how they vary throughout the book, to add some variety. The small, subtle [image: A picture containing text, indoor

Description automatically generated]captions state the location of each photo. I really like how the captions don’t take up much of the page and allow you to focus more upon the images without getting distracted, in this case, less is more. During the process of creating my own photobook, I will take some of these ideas into consideration as landscape photography is my focal point in this project.
The next book I have focused my research upon is ‘Beyond Architecture’ by Michael Kenna. Similarly, to the previous book, the images are all in black and white. Throughout the book, the layout varies with different image sizes and some unexpected juxtapositions. Mostly, Michael Kenna sticks with the minimalist theme. The images included are simple but effective. Personally, I really like this technique and would definitely look into doing something similar. It prevents the viewer from becoming too distracted, but just focus on the main subject being portrayed. 
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Description automatically generated]The images above illustrate Michael Kenna’s book ‘Beyond Architecture’. 
The final book I have researched is by photographer James Bell, who captures the beauty of various different lake lands. This photobook includes coloured imagery. What really caught my eye was how well the images complement each other throughout. The landscapes pictured are so beautiful and minimal. His work is presented in a square format consistently throughout, which works really well for his work, 
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as if the photobook is telling a story. Just like previous books, his captions appear small at the bottom of the pages, allowing them to not take the attention away from the pictures. The artist has made his images quite large and central which I am really fond of. 
After thoroughly researching into photobooks, I have decided that my photobook will be very minimalist, with eye-catching images. The coherent sequence of all the pictures being within the same layout is very striking to me, I enjoy everything following a pattern and being consistent. Something else very important to me is colour contrasts. I really like images that contrast each-other well and are aesthetically pleasing. They allow everything to flow better in my opinion. 
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Description automatically generated]As previously mentioned, this book contains a continuation from ‘Experimental Strategies’. Within this module I experimented with Polaroid film, in order to see how it would react to different experiments. The methods I previously used were cleaning up products, deconstruction, microwave, exposing to light, and cutting. Reflecting back on my experiments, I received much better results from exposing the images to light and using cleaning products than the others, meaning I will be incorporating these methods into the new polaroid’s I will display in my photobook. 
Some polaroid images before experimentation
First of all, I wanted to use the exposing to light method. I really liked the results of this experiment in the last module. It allows the image to have slight light leaks, making the final product so unique and unpredictable, as you never know what you’re going to get. I [image: A picture containing tree, sky, person, outdoor

Description automatically generated][image: ]first started by removing the plastic from the polaroid, to reveal the photopaper behind.
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Description automatically generated]
Within minutes, the photopaper begun to inherit a purple tint from the sun exposure, as well as some small light specs and leaks. The light leaks are more visible at the top right corner of the image, and down along the bottom. Personally, I think this experiment worked more effectively this time around, with much clearer results.Final Image
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Description automatically generated]The next experimentation is cleaning products. In order to do so, I removed the plastic backing from the polaroid and applied the products. For this particular experiment, I used Vanish stain remover and glass cleaner. I sprayed the glass cleaner onto the paper first, followed by a small amount of Vanish. What tends to happen when using cleaning products is 
[image: A sunset over a body of water

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]colour enhancement. The colours more than often merge together, distorting the image. I decided to only cover half the image with the products to see the difference. 
As the final image illustrates, the colours merged together to make almost a light leak appearance. I really do like how this image turned out; however, I did expect more of an outcome. To improve in the future, I will use stronger cleaning products and perhaps apply them differently.

From here on, I have continued with these methods on various other polaroid’s throughout this project, each resulting in unique outcomes. The images will be displayed with one picturesque side to Wales, and the other the polluted reality, just the same as the non-polaroid images. I have added small captions below the images, labelled with the location of each picture. This insinuates that pollution is all around our country. 
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Description automatically generated]The final step to making my photobook was the front cover. This is such a vital step to the process. The cover is what draws an audience in, giving them an insight to what’s inside. I knew I wanted to include the two aspects to the front cover. In order to do so, I had the idea of merging two images together. I found my two favourite images and used Photoshop to blend the two. Front Cover Image
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Description automatically generated]Personally, I really like the final outcome. I wanted to use a foreground image that was bright and eye-catching. 
I wanted my cover page to be minimal, rather than too overwhelming. I added my title ‘This is Wales’ in a simple bold text. To add some detailing, I created a boarder in the centre of the page. As mentioned previously, I really am keen on the minimalist look, and I believe that less is more. 
[image: A screenshot of a computer

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]Same goes for the back page. I included an image that didn’t fit within the book but
holds the important message ‘Leave only footprints’. This message appears on most beaches within the Swansea area – reminding the public to bin their litter.
In conclusion, I have really enjoyed this project. It has given me the opportunity to focus on what interests me. I have used various different photographic techniques within my images that have allowed me to see things from a different perspective. I thoroughly enjoyed experimenting once again with the polaroid’s, and believe I got my desired results. However, I would like to incorporate more in the future. Polaroids are a hit or miss and are completely unreliable, as well as expensive, indicating why there are so little included. 
Hopefully, I have created something that gives a better insight into our environment, encouraging people to bin their litter, in order to make Wales a much better and cleaner place. 
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