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The article, a Written Statement from The Welsh Government, written by Huw Lewis, was written with the purpose of addressing the challenges of reforming the education system and curriculum in order to secure the future of the Welsh language in school, in results, and throughout Wales. The main goal of the article is to highlight how the use of a new curriculum could act as a platform to be used to make the Welsh language thrive, but also to recognise the “range of significant challenges in the teaching and learning of Welsh as a second language in Wales”. The Welsh Government have gathered recommendations from various areas of work. The article draws from One language for all as the report recognises the lack of Welsh inside and outside of schools by stating “evidence strongly suggests that pupils who have followed the Welsh second language curriculum are not able to use their language skills outside the classroom for a number of reasons”. The article can also be related to both Cwricwlwm Cymreig, history and the story of Wales and Successful Futures as it keeps a huge focus on integrating Welsh into the six Areas of Learning. Lewis’ further stated that the lines and recommendations set by Prof. Davies are to be followed in the new curriculum in order to structure the Areas of Learning. The article has taken these ideas into account when creating their own approach to the curriculum. 

The most important areas of the article include incorporating Welsh into the curriculum where appropriate, and renewing the focus on learning Welsh. In the article, Huw Lewis stated “We know far too many young people are leaving schools without the effective Welsh language skills”, this is despite learning Welsh, at a second language level, throughout the majority of school. Personally, I find this part of the article interesting due to how truthful it is. From personal experience, many of the Welsh communities, and even children currently learning the language, do not understand or use the Welsh language through their lives, except for in school lessons when necessary. This could be due to the low number of pupils actually choosing to take Welsh as a first language in the future. Pupils now have to take Welsh at GSCE level whether they choose to or not, as it is now a compulsory subject. In my opinion, I find that this leaves pupils who do not choose to take Welsh as one of their four chosen GCSE subject options in comprehensive school to feel ‘forced’ into taking it as a compulsory subject. Therefore, this gives children no real enthusiasm to try or learn in the subject, as they were inefficiently taught it in primary school. This is evident due to one of the articles main focuses being trying to include more Welsh in the six Areas of Learning in primary schools. Estyn’s report (in 2007) on Welsh second language at GCSE level found that “Only a very few pupils who follow the GCSE Welsh second language short course make good progress towards becoming fluent Welsh speakers”. However, this combined with the very little contact time some pupils actually have in early years with the subject (for example, some schools only have Welsh for an hour a fortnight) gives children no real motivation to learn any Welsh. The Welsh Government has highlighted in the article that they plan to continue work with Estyn as a way to identify the “best practice in the teaching and learning of Welsh second language”. This could only be an advantage for both pupils and teachers when engaging in the Welsh language inside of school.  
I also find the statement of “Welsh will remain compulsory in all schools up to the age of 16” interesting. I believe this is to ensure that Welsh is learnt at a young age in order to be carried throughout their lives, and improved upon at a comprehensive school level. Prof. Sioned Davies, and the rest of the review group, addressed this also, in One language for all, stating “Research shows children who acquire another language in their early years are more likely to become proficient in the language.” However, Baker stated that the umbrella term ‘bilingual education’ has been left so “ambiguous and unclear in schools”, that teachers in primary education are not given a clear set of objectives for the Welsh language (Colin Baker, 2011, Pp. 219). I further found it interesting that Lewis’ report partly indirectly addressed this stating that some of the Areas of Learning and Experience “will contain clear and distinct progression reference points and achievement outcomes for developing Welsh language skills over time”. The sabbatical of teachers taking a years leave from schools with the intention of learning Welsh to be able to teach it more effectively at a primary school level, is also evidence that shows that there are steps being taken to fix this. The aims of this sabbatical scheme, according to the WJEC website, are to give teachers opportunities to “Improve Welsh language skills”, to “acquire knowledge and terminology specific to their subject area”, and to “gain awareness and confidence in using Welsh-medium and bilingual methodologies” (The Sabbaticals Team, WJEC CBAC). There are also the Tric a Chlic resources, published by Canolfan Peniarth, are described as a “progressive and systematic synthetic phonic reading scheme”, which focuses on using fun activities to encourage bilingualism between Welsh and English and to effectively teach early Welsh reading (Canofan Peniarth). Welsh will now be included, where appropriate, in all six Areas of Learning at foundation. This is pointed out with a direct quote from Lewis’ report; “each of the six Areas of Learning and Experience should include, when appropriate, both a Welsh dimension and an international perspective”. This is stated with the hope that children will grow up with Welsh at school, and therefore be more eager and confident to use it at home. The article stated that the Urdd is working closely with English-medium secondary schools, in order to increase the use of Welsh and give it more live outside of the classroom. 
  
To summarise, I find that the article is a positive step into introducing Welsh in more diverse ways, by integrating it into the current and existing school curriculum. This would create a more well-rounded curriculum for schools to follow. As mentioned in the article, there is a huge focus on promoting Welsh as, not only a subject, but as a skill to be used in the workplace. The sabbatical scheme is also a huge step in providing previously ill-equipped primary school teachers with the correct set skills, knowledge and tools for the job. There is also a huge focus on achieving the highest grades possibly in Key Stage 2 and 3. Overall, I find that the article highlights some of the most prominent problems of how Welsh is taught at primary and comprehensive level. Though the article promotes a new, “exciting and radical programme of curriculum reform”, other suggestions to improve the current state of Welsh in education could still be taken into recommendation. Low attainment in Welsh can be partly blamed on children being uninterested in the subject itself. A recommendation would be to renew children’s interest in the subject along with the new curriculum for any hope that the language will be used outside of school. 
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