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Blog 1 – Education, children's rights and poverty in the past 


Hello, I hope everyone is having a lovely summer, I was researching education, children's rights and poverty on separate occasions and I found that they all interlinked within each other. Therefore, I wanted to write a series of blogs over the next few weeks on different topics and possibly comparing the past with the present. 

[bookmark: _Int_VUSdhxAB]Today's blog will conclude of education, Children's rights and poverty in the past followed by blog 2 next week will conclude of the same topic focussing on the present and comparing both eras. Let's move onto today’s blog for this week. As previously said todays blog will be about education, children's rights and poverty in the past. Whilst sometimes I do not like doing research, I find researching history and the past fascinating because I get to discover what the world was like for them and how they lived their lives. You will also come across ordinary people who are living their lives but also striving to make the world a better place for themselves and those around them and also the people of the future. 

When I was researching education in the past one thing that caught my eye was ragged schools which were for the children who were poverty stricken. Ragged schools provided them with an education and those who went out to recruit young people to join the schools were shocked by what they saw. This would also be extended to those who were teaching the children too (Seymour, No Date). In 1844 the ragged school's union was founded and became pioneer for elementary education. The ragged school union was responsible for 175 school buildings. These buildings reside in London with an average of attendance of 24,630 children on Sundays and 18,677 children throughout the weekdays (Carter, 1944).

Education however was not always accessible to children in the 19th century. This creates a barrier and an issue in society for children when they get older as they may not be able to read or write, which will create the barrier of not being able to find work. This could mean that they may live in poverty for the rest of their lives. Or they may be able to find trade work such as factories or work elsewhere.
 National Archives (no Date) 
The Education Act in 1870 was introduced and is one of the first pieces of legislation that looks at the provision of education for children in England and Wales. This piece of legislation importantly demonstrated commitment to provision on a national level. This legislation allowed voluntary schools to carry on as normal, however a provision of a school board was introduced. This was implemented to be able to build and maintain schools in areas where they were needed. 
Furthermore, even though making education compulsory for children had not been established in the act. It was later recommended by the 1876 royal commission on the factory act that education should be made compulsory to prevent child labour. In 1880 the education act was renewed, and education was finally made compulsory for children aged 5 –10.  uk parliment (no date)
To conclude todays blog 
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Blog 2 - children's rights, education and poverty today

Hello i hope everyone's enjoying the sunny weather. This week's blog is about childrens rights, education and poverty and what it looks like in today's light. 





































Blog 3 – Social media and Bullying

Hello and welcome to this week's blog hope everyone's had a great week. This week's blog is about social media and bullying. Firstly, let's start with what they are and then we can go into more depth and add other things in. 
Social media is different forms of digital platforms and tools that allows the people who want to use the platforms to create and share content and interact with content made by others however we can also communicate with others through these platforms too. Furthermore, these platforms include social networking sites such as tik tok, instagram and facebook, lets communities, businesses and people to connect with one another and allows them to engage through posts or comments or messages. Social media has become an essential part to communication today.  (intelevita,2026)

moving on from social media, lets talk about bullying.
The DfE helpfully defines bullying as “a behaviour by an individual or group, repeated over a period of time, that intentionally hurts another individual or group either physically or emotionally”. (police volunteer cadets, no date)


Bullying can be displayed in many forms such as cyber bullying which can happen through messages whether they are through social media or texts. Cyberbullying can also happen through gaming, which may include the use of videos or images.  bullying is generally directed by prejudice against certain groups of people such as people who are or maybe religious, or people who have a sexual orientation or different gender. Bullying can also happen to people who may have special educational needs or disabilities. It can also happen to people because of their race or even because they are adopted or in the care system.  (department of education, no date)



Bullying type behaviour can be shown by children as young as 3 years of age. Adults who are involved with children who are in the early years range have an important role to play in giving young children good opportunities to give them the chance to develop their understanding of developing relationships which are healthy, this can include learning to communicate with their peers or even learning how to play appropriately.

The behaviour of bullying can be seen as physical, verbal, emotional, sexual or even online/ cyber and indirect. 
Physical bullying could be seen as pushing, hitting, kicking, biting or even by pinching someone.
Verbal bullying involves name calling, spreading rumours, threats, sarcasm or even belittling and teasing.
Emotional bullying involves isolating others, hiding books, threatening gestures, intimidation or even excluding or manipulation. Emotional bullying can also be tormenting someone or ridiculing them or coercion or even hiding books. Humiliation can also be viewed as emotional bullying.
Sexual bullying can be interpreted by being inappropriately touched, unwanted physical contact, abusive comments, exposure to inappropriate films or even homophobic abuse.
Online or cyber bullying can be interpreted by posting on social media, sending nasty text messages, sharing photos or social exclusion.
Indirect bullying can consist of the exploitation of individuals. 
anti-bullying-guidance-for-schools-and-settings.pdf - i dont know how to reference it 

it is unquestionably essential that every form of bullying are given the appropriate amount of attention and should always be treated sincerely and with sensitivity. (volunteer police cadet, no date)
Lastly to conclude this week's blog 
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Blog 4 – Alcohol, Drugs and Violence

Hello everyone for this week's blog I would like to talk about alcohol, drugs and violence.
[bookmark: _Int_M6rCItvg]Adolescence can generally be characterised by surge in risk-taking and behaviour that is problematic. Which can include negative affects of mental health, injuries and causing violence or accidents. Alcohol can also cause a poor performance in school including their attendance. They may also develop serious health conditions. that can ultimately negatively affect mental health.
Alcohol can weaken a young person's ability of making decisions and can cause them to lose their inhibitions. Due to this they may engage in behaviour that they may not engage in normally. These behaviours can lead to them engaging in sexual or illegal drug use. When young people drink alcohol it may be because they want to forget their issues or to cope with hard time or even any emotional pain they could be experiencing. Whilst alcohol may seem to ease any current stress. It is known as a depressant, due  to this it can change someone's mood and behaviour. If someone drinks to forget or to handle stress in their life it is not a helpful or healthy coping strategy and may cause further problems.

Drinkaware-Booklet-Young-People-Alcohol-and-Mental-Health.pdf

Guidance on the Consumption of Alcohol by Children and Young People
Research-briefing-young-people-and-substance-misuse.pdf
Blog 4 Reference
Drinkaware (2017) Young People, Alcohol and Mental Health. Available at: Drinkaware-Booklet-Young-People-Alcohol-and-Mental-Health.pdf
17 Aware Depression and Young People. Available at: https://www.aware.ie/informa tion/coping-with-depression-when-youre-young


Blog 5 - 
YHP UK 2024 Mental Health Report.pdf
Is youth mental health getting better or worse in the UK? | Action For Children
Research-briefing-young-people-with-mental-health-issues.pdfAddressing the crisis in children and young people's mental health.pdf
 



















































