



The issues within contemporary society today are that the education policy has evolved over the years to raise standards in the education system and make it more accessible and prevent inequalities in education. The government make policies changes due to the economic condition. Over time society changes, technology, social, political, and economic produce different requirements. These changes to education and policy are inevitable for future generations of learning, and adapt to expectations of an effective curriculum, (Parliament UK 2010).  
Government policy is starting point for government to take a course of action to make a real life change for example address education, work health, and well-being to achieve human well-being, (Direct Government services, 2018). Citizens advice bureau (2018) described that social policy relates to social issues, these issues can vary from housing healthcare, education money, and relate to a person's well-being. Department of social policy Uk (2018), Summarises that social policy involves and investigates how the wellbeing of human beings and how social relations are part of well-being and their systems in which they may be promoted.  Education pays important role in a children’s development and has an impact throughout their lives it shapes their future economically and socially.

 Education can be defined as the process of teaching and learning especially in a school or college and the knowledge you get from this. Education is also the study of methods and theories of teaching, (Cambridge dictionary 2018). The education policy can be described as a government policy which is a course of action where the government act and a starting point to make change. These policies are used to tackle issues and change laws, change course or as a general plan of action to be adopted by the government programmes to deliver and translate set out programmes to achieve outcomes and changes they desire, (Government, UK 2012) 
Devolution of the government in United Kingdom created a national parliament in Scotland and a National Assembly in Wales and a National Assembly in Northern Ireland this gave a process of transferring powers at various levels of devolved powers that were controlled by parliament such as education or health which were now transferred to UK nations. The Welsh government was formed after an election that was made up from a single coalition of  political parties which represents in the assembly and it delivers policies on , law, education, public services, and environments ,(Welsh Assembly Wales, 2018) . 
Education policy has evolved and been reformed in many attempts to raise standards Machin, Vignoles (2006) report evaluated that in the last twenty years there had been many reforms that had been introduced education policy, that addressed some key areas of concerns one being, poor failings standards at school, the second the low staying on rate at school and the third found poor basic skills of the UK population and the inequalities within the higher education system .Machin, Vignoles (2006) suggested  that the design  and interventions of the policy and highlighted that there was a widening access to inequality in education there were failing standards within the education system due to the gaps in socio economic groups children from less advantageous economic backgrounds .. 
The evidence of data suggested that a large number of children of compulsory age of were leaving school at the age of 16, but only small numbers of children were staying on in education. There was a low percentage of those children were achieving level 2or3 qualification these numbers were low in comparison to other countries this brought two new policies a new reform 1998 National literacy and numeracy strategies and the Education Maintenance allowance to raise the UK participation in post compulsory education to encourage children to stay in school 16-19 in the education. 
The National Curriculum 1988 was reformed under the Education Act 1988 was established for England, Northern Ireland, and Wales. The national curriculum had 4 Key stages which were set out to promote the well-being spiritual, cultural, mental and physical development of children aged between 3 -16 in school preparing them for opportunities and experiences of adult life. The curriculum set out attainment targets and introduced key stages that corresponds with the attainment targets giving children the skills knowledge understanding for children with different abilities, (Legislation, Uk 2018). The National Curriculum had given education more coherent structure but was overly prescriptive the testing regime had narrowed the curriculum resulting in a disastrous creatively and innovation in schools, (Telegraph 2008).  The Education minister Jane Davidson introduced an independent education agenda for Wales the learning country. Davidson put strategies in place to create lifelong learning, to help tackle the social and economic issues facing Wales. The vision of making classes smaller and recommended that key stage tests should be stopped and put a Welsh slant on education and the welsh BAC was introduced, (Teachers organisation, Uk 2018). 
The Learning Country 2001 was a turning point for Wales and a commitment for lifelong learning in Wales. This was the national assembly for Wales first major legislation and decisions made for education. The arrangements put in place for post learners post 16. The legislation was in place for a new revised curriculum for Wales transforming the structure and the delivery of the curriculum and quality assurance for learning after compulsory education. The first minister Jane Davidson established a new national council ELW focussing to make the changes removing barriers to learning. The aims were to lift skills and remove obstacles to the effective teaching. This would involve innovative and radical ways of getting the community of wales involved. Addressing the under achievement in the most deprived parts of communities It will mean excellence for all, (Education England 2018).
 The education minister aims for the lifelong learning in Wales was for Wales to be internationally be renowned as a learning country. This Putting children and learners interests first giving them a wider access to opportunities and excellence across the board. The vision not to settle for second best but in making lifelong learning a reality. Wales being a leaning country, where high quality, lifelong ,learning giving pupils the skills to prosper in the new economy empowering the communities the policy sets to give all young people the best start in life to reach their full potential by raining the standards of teaching and attainment in all schools .The aim to Strengthen the contribution of education and training to reach economic development which was set out in the National Economic Development Strategy consultation document. Lifelong learning is Wales is a priority and committed to realise sustainability, by tackling social disadvantage in the most deprived areas promoting equality of opportunities and environment that celebrates diversity and makes genuine progress towards realising the benefits of bilingualism, (Welsh Government 2018). 
When the Welsh Assembly Government introduced the Learning Country 2 a comprehensive education and lifelong learning programme which was to be attainable by 2010. This document a new vision for the education system in Wales they believed lifelong learning strategic plan on education focussing on Wales. Within the plan it focussed on developing a curriculum including the foundation phase for3-7-year olds and the welsh baccalaureate for secondary students. The proposals of the government Welsh assemblies document. The Learning Country included the Foundation Phase 3–7 years a curriculum that was linked to strengthening the principles and practice and desirable outcomes for Children’s Learning Before Compulsory School Age  with the programmes of study and focus statements in the Key Stage 1 national curriculum, to create a rich curriculum under seven areas  of Learning for children in the Foundation Phase,( Welsh Government,2018).The Foundation Phase curriculum advocated, that positive links between the home and the providers of care and education are to be fostered and promoted by approaching the lifelong learning with a vision for all children and Young people with seven core aims under the convention on the rights of the child. The principles underpin that all children and young people having a flying start in life the best for their future and growth. Children to have a basis to grow and develop by having access to a comprehensive range of education and learning opportunities, that includes a range of essential and personal and social skills and enjoy the best possible start to their physical, mental, social and emotional health, including freedom from abuse, victimisation and exploitation. Within the aims it included children having access to play, leisure sporting and cultural activities. Children are to be listened to treated with respect their race and cultural identity recognised ensuring they have a safe home and a community that supports physical and emotional wellbeing. Are not disadvantaged by any type of poverty, (The Welsh Assembly Government 2018)  
 
The principles of the learning country of 2001 were the first piece of policy that influenced a change in 2006, it was evident from the results in PISA. The Pisa results were a survey of student assessments and a criterion of performance of a child’s reading, writing, mathematical abilities. The Better Policies for better lives organisation (OCED,2018) collect the data, Analysis, discussions, implementation, to help governments foster prosperity and poverty through economic growth and financial stability, (OCED, Organisation 2018) These   PISA results are a determinant of a child receiving success or attainment within education, the consequences of the results show if children are failing within the education system. The results showed that Wales were still falling behind there was a need for better education attainment for all. This synthesised international evidence produces a balanced approach between the need of support for schools and teachers to raise better standards of their pupils, and the pressure is raised on head-teachers, and school governing bodies, and the local authorities, where they may be possibly held more accountable for their work, (National Foundation education research 2018).
The standards of achievement in Wales in (2012) results that children had fallen behind significantly in Reading, maths, and science were lower than other parts of the to 43rd in maths out of the 65 countries in reading 38th out of 41 in science 36tht in joint third dropping 6 places.  The Education minister Huw Lewis said the results were disappointing that Wales had a long way to go but the news reinforced the welsh ambitions for the changes already made in the education sector. The PISA results were a stark message and it was evident that there must be improvements to the education system for educational attainment improve standards across the board with new reading and numeracy tests, secondary school banding, extra funding for new schools would take time to have a "significant impact" in Wales, (BBC Wales, 2018).
There were disappointing results for Wales they had fallen lower than other parts of the UK. The results paid more attention to the Welsh education policy to move forward for improvement on school improvement and effectiveness. PISA results showed that Wales’ score has fallen in Mathematics and Science since 2006, whilst it has risen in Reading.  Its score has decreased overall since 2006 in all three domains.  Wales’ ranking has fallen in all three domains since 2009.  Wales has the lowest score and ranking in each of the three PISA domains of any of the four UK nations.  In all three domains, Wales’ score is lower than both the UK and OECD averages.  Except for Northern Ireland’s performance in Mathematics, no other UK nation has a score lower than the OECD average in any domain. The disappointing PISA results in 2009 showed that Welsh Government was far removed from the commitment for improving the future of Education in Wales. Wales embarked on a large school improvement strategy and introduced a range of policies to improve the quality and equity of the school system. This was reviewed in a 2014 OCED report improving schools in Wales. The report recommends that four key areas are   given priority, ensuring the school meet the need of all their students. Build on capital and collective responsibility throughout the system. Develop a coherent assessment and evaluation framework to promote improvement a life long education strategy hat builds on core priorities  
  
David Egan developed the school effectiveness framework tool (SEF 2007) for the future of education in Wales. The SEF draws upon the best practice and research on education around the world, recognising challenges to be faced and raising standards in quality in teaching and leaderships within school in Wales. A continuous importance of promoting the accountability, including SEF being closely aligned with the new Estyn inspection system from 2010. The data being important how children are progressing in schools and schools and local authorities are performing against norms and expectations, (Wales on line 2013) 
Egan (2007) suggested that since the arrival of devolution a decade ago Wales had to proud of the way the Welsh education system had developed. The tool initially focussed on the development of the school effectiveness framework policy (SEF). The (SEF) was welcomed with broad consensus and support from the education but proved difficult to implement it as the results from PISA 2010 were disappointing. The Education Minister Davidson focused on standards in Education in Wales with an action plan to address the weaknesses that led to the PISA results. The results in a regional education consortium which focussed on literacy and numeracy which included more testing also led Wales to being part of the Pasi sahlberg known as the global education Reform movement Wales (GERM) had now adopted the same reforms that were also implemented in England to raise standards in the school system. This emphasised on the accountability for schools on their performance raising student achievement, (Egan 2017).

The SEF recognised both the importance of children achieving their potential and maximizing their personal wellbeing and the Although the discussion provoked by Wales' performance in PISA might suggest otherwise, the evidence is that educational standards in Wales have improved steadily since devolution. The Results shows the percentage of young people in Wales who at the ages of 11 and 15 achieved the levels of proficiency that should be expected of them in English (or Welsh) and Mathematics and Science what is also known as the Core Subject Indicator in 2005, 2010 and 2015. 
The Education Minister for Wales Leighton Andrews (2012) outlined reforms in the education system, worldwide tests had showed that Wales had slipped behind there was a need for change to the education system. Reorganisation of department of education and skills and introduction of school standards unit (SSU) (20130 was introduced on how the Welsh Government would implement a 20-point plan for better standards that there were high expectations to be set for pupils in wales. They introduced a target for improvement in GCSE results previous data showed that just over 50% of children were attaining five or more GCSE and by 2015 the Welsh government wanted to raise it 65% mark. These were compared to international results in maths reading and science that Welsh children were falling behind out of the 67 countries taking part wales had come 38th for reading 40th for maths and 30th for tests for science and by 2015 they want to be among the top 20 nations. The programme of International Strident Assessment (PISA) in 2009 was a wakeup call, Wales’s education system had become complacent that the education system was failing children not delivering the best outcomes for learners. The improvement plan which included commitment for better performance of management and head teachers. The agenda was to build on what already had been achieved and to raise standards and improve for the future. (The Welsh Government, 2018) 
Since the Education reform Wales had made three curriculum reviews in 2014 Donaldson was asked to conduct a review of the curriculum and the assessments arrangements in Wales. Donaldson report recommended that the new curriculum will have more emphasis on equipping young people. This will build on their ability to learn new skills and apply their subject and knowledge more positively and creatively, (Legislation, UK 2018) This policy was implemented to improve the quality of the teaching professions which was supported by the General Teaching Council for Wales. Reports showed in 2006, children in Wales were achieving lower results compared to other Uk nations. The Welsh curriculum introduces the Literacy and Numeracy hour in to school. 


The National Literacy and Numeracy Programmes (LNF) were a set of actions introduced to schools within Wales in 2012 by Leighton Andrews. This focussed on children developing their literacy and numeracy skills in the classroom setting. The literacy and numeracy hour were implemented in school planning to give children the extra support and skills to help and shape a better future for children with schools supporting and making the improvements to the programme of learning   schools have important role in implementing these outcomes making improvements to the programme.  These teaching tools are used in programmes for better practice and to further better skills for the future, (Government UK, 2018) 

The Donaldson report  (2015) recommended that the entirety of the school curriculum should be designed to help all children and young people to become, ambitious, capable learners, ready to learn throughout their lives, enterprising, creative contributors, ready to play a full part in life and work children are ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the world; and healthy, confident individuals, ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society, (Welsh Assembly Donaldson review 2018).


The Welsh Government (2016) announced that a new curriculum is on the way.  The curriculum will offer teachers more freedom to teach in a way that best meets the needs of each of their pupils. There are four purposes of education set out in ‘Successful Futures’. Learning will be organised in six areas of learning and experience and Experience’ other than narrow subject boundaries. Within the statements that the Welsh Government set out the most important area of learning will what knowledge, skills and experiences will be gained within the learners’ experiences.  The aim will be in line with ‘Successful Futures for children. The Curriculum and its assessment arrangements will be built on Progression, so each stage will include progression steps. In this way learning and Progression go hand in hand, bringing a purposeful approach to sequencing learning. Four principles will underpin the new approach This will be based on a nationally described continuum of learning for learners aged 3 to 16
Learning will be an expedition, not a straight line. That Progression will be a road map for everyone, and each pupil will progress at a different rate or take a different path to get to the next stage in their learning journey. The Progression Steps set would be at 5, 8, 11, 14 and 16 and take the form of Achievement Outcomes these relate to expectations of those ages. These will then help learners, teachers, parents and carers to understand the appropriate progression attainment.
The assessments will be a reference point of progression to help learners and teachers understand the progress being made where expectations are for learners for each area of their learning, (Curriculum for Wales,2018).
Education through Regional working (2018) suggests that the new curriculum for Wales that aims to create a successful and exciting future for all the children and young people in Wales  The curriculum is being developed by teachers with the intentions of creating better future for all the new teacher led curriculum will give teachers more autonomy to implement and implement ,innovate ,and exciting experience for pupils.
Education in Wales has been a priority and through various policy reforms due to poor Pisa results and the Successful Future Report (2015). The Welsh Curriculum is strengthening and improving equity and quality of schools but to ensure this continues in Welsh schools’ Important factor is that every welsh school should be meeting the learning goals of all students. Every Student has equal opportunities to reach the highest standards. Schools to promote and use differentiated teaching strategies by investing and supporting staff to equip teachers with the skills and necessary training that is needed to ensure high quality education is delivered by building on the foundations and reducing gaps in education attainment for future generations.   
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