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Abstract 
It is not uncommon for atheism to be present in the modern-day world. However, this project seeks to find out to what degree atheism existed and was prominent in day-to-day life during the Ancient Greek period. By focusing on literature, philosophy and trials within the ancient world that had prominent discussions and involvement of atheism, evidence can be found to support its initial existence in a variety of ancient sources such as Plato and his Laws and Aristophanes’ plays. These sources will help explore certain actions amongst the populace that might have kept atheism from expanding in the Ancient Greek world.  However, whilst considering such findings it should also be noted that what is considered atheist by the modern-day world could have been different for those from Ancient Greece.  As well as this, many of the ancient texts on atheism will have either been lost or be from a secondary source that may have been biased. Modern day scholars such as Whitmarsh, Euben, Kinzl and Kearns will support any findings discovered during this project, particularly Whitmarshs’ book: Battling the Gods: Atheism in the Ancient World.
At the end of this dissertation, I hope to show how atheism was present in Ancient Greece and to explore reasons why it was supressed instead of growing more popular amongst the civilians.  
Plan
Introduction 
Aim: To provide a definition of Atheism according to Ancient Greeks and modern day.
· Attitudes towards Ancient Greek religion, its impact on daily life looking at the Origins of Greek Religion (Dietrich 2004) and The Classical World An epic history of Greek and Rome (Whitmarsh, 2017). 
· What the ancient Greek definition for an Atheist is considered to have been (Roubekas, N.P., 2014)
· What the modern-day definition for an atheist is (Kearns 2010)
Section 1 
Aim: Atheism shown in Ancient Literature as a confirmation of Atheism existing and the reaction that came from it. 
· The Life of Diagoras and why he was labelled an Atheist - Greek Lyric IV (Campbell, 1979)
· Diagoras: Arguments that knock down towers (Whitmarsh, 2017)
· Brought up in Aristophanes’ Clouds
· Nicknamed ‘the Atheist’– reasons why
· 423 and 415 
· The burnings of texts; Protagoras’ On the Gods (Chilton 1962) > one example of many texts that could have been burnt due to being atheist? 
· Theatrical productions that were used as humour against philosophers who were said to be Atheists – whether it discredited them or spread their viewpoints? 
· Aristophanes’ Clouds (Dover,1970), Birds (Dunbar,1995), Frogs (Sommerstein,1966) and Knights > mocked Diagoras, Socrates etc. > evidence to atheism’s presence in Ancient Greece. 
· Salmoneus > used pots and pans to mimic Zeus and his lightning (Frazier, 1911)
· Plato’s view on those such as Homer, Hesiod and other poets – ‘whose misrepresentations of the gods and heroes as immoral would infect the populace, particularly the young, with dangerous ideas’ (Whitmarsh, 2016) – was this true?  
· Finish with plays on Socrates, to introduce the next section. 
Section 2 
Aim: The development of Philosophy and its impact on religion: To show if philosophers would have developed towards Atheism, as science progressed.
· Socrates > new deities to replace old? Demonstrates that he was not ready for modern day atheism, the reason for these new deities. (Whitmarsh, 2016), (Euben, 1990).
· Socrates’ findings and reasons for no longer believing in the deities of Athens
· Teachings to the younger audience he acquired 
· Was he still an atheist despite having these new deities? 
· Opinions and responses to his teachings
· On the Disease – demonstrates they no longer saw Gods everywhere however continued to look to them. 
· Anaxagoras > a known Atheist 
· he was called atheist before Socrates, the possibility of where Socrates got some of his ideas from? 
· Reasons for being labelled an atheist
· Other examples of philosophers not just Anaxagoras and Socrates to mention that were also labelled atheists such as:  Aristotle, Demades, Theodorus of Cyrene {the last atheist of this time} nicknamed ‘Atheos’ – reasons why? 
· How the public reacted to this development > introduction to the next section on trials/laws. 
Section 3 
Aim: To demonstrate the reaction towards Atheism in Trials and Laws as evidence as to why atheism was supressed.
· Socrates’ trial– The Apology, (Plato, A., 1954)
· Plato’s laws (Plato. Taylor, 1934) – Punishment and verdict to what should be done to those were called atheist, thus demonstrating its existence in everyday life. However it raises questions on how much atheism was around for laws to be made - was it due only to the idea of someone being atheist? Was it in response to a sudden increase of atheism?
· Anaxagoras’ trial > 430s. before Socrates (Ferguson, 1965)
· Those sentenced to trial for Atheism – were they true atheists or framed by those seeking political power?
· The Laws surrounding atheism and the threat of the gods used to control the public? Is this why punishment was so severe for Atheism? (Rubel, A. Vickers, M., 2014.)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Whether the trials and threats of punishment if found guilty prevented any further Atheists appearing.

Possible Conclusion:
Atheism was an existing factor in Ancient Greece despite their version of what made an atheist being different to ours. Writers such as Diagoras follow both Ancient and modern definitions of what made an atheist, showing a possibility for Ancient Greeks to no longer rely on their Gods. However, Socrates demonstrates that although this possibility was present their desire to no longer have Gods or deities was not.  This is also demonstrated from the burning of any texts labelled atheist and the documented trials of those labelled atheist. As such it is unlikely atheism would have become part of everyday life. 
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