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Critically discuss power and communication in a project/movement in the UK or abroad. Refer to global connectedness, polices and theory throughout.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Power and communication have a role to play in UNICEF (United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund movement, as with most issues within society, ‘So, power is a potential quality of a social relationship.’ Scott (2014, p.591). As with all social interactions, there are the concerns of demographics, social change, cultural attitudes, political and environmental events and conflict, these concerns also affect UNICEF whose main concept is that of humanitarian work and particularly focussing on children’s rights and fundamental needs. Communication is also key in an organisation such as UNICEF to support its work globally and nationally with regards to political discourse, social issues, cultural understanding and being a global organisation. The International Children’s Emergency Fund arose in 1946, as a reaction to the end of the Second World War and the turmoil and destruction that many children refugees were left to live in, ‘The International Children’s Emergency Fund (ICEF) is created to help children affected by World War II. ICEF is for ‘child health purposes generally’ and aid is to be distributed to all children, without discrimination.’ (UNICEF, 2018). 1947 saw the ICEF transforming into UNICEF or the United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund, the main motivation being the rights of the child, ‘the needs of the whole child… the needs of children surpass politics… there are no enemy children.’ (UNICEF, 2018).
Power, in its political and sovereign form, can be seen to affect UNICEF’s global work, wars across the globe all affect the main ethos of UNICEF the ethos of the rights of the children coming first, ‘With the conflict in Syria now entering its fifth year, the situation of more than 5.6 million children inside the country remains the most desperate. That includes up to 2 million children who are living in areas of the country largely cut off from humanitarian assistance due to fighting or other factors. Some 2.6 million Syrian children are still out of school.’ (UNICEF, 2015). This evidence supports the main principles of UNICEF and its work globally to defend their rights and well-being. The world-system theory is of importance here, the work of UNICEF on a global level is of most need in developing third world countries, with regards to poverty, sanitation, child labour, education, food, infant mortality and medicine. This is strengthened by the following statistics provided by UNICEF, 
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(UNICEF Data: Monitoring the situation of women and children, January 2018). As the evidence suggests West, Central, Eastern, Southern and Sub-Saharan Africa are the top countries who have the highest child labour statistics, along with the highest poverty, lowest basic medicinal access and sanitation rates. As Wallerstein suggested, ‘this idea to focus on those who benefit from global commodity chains, arguing that there are class-like groupings of nations in the world-system, which he labels “core”, “semi-periphery”, and “periphery”. Core nations are developed societies, which produce complex products using technologically advanced methods of production. The core nations rely on the periphery nations for raw materials, agricultural products, and cheap labour.’ Wallerstein, (1930, quoted in Atkinson, 2015, p. 145). This brings with it not only the world systems theory, the issue of aid within third world countries that are being held back by capitalist, western countries but the inequalities these  matters create. 
Power as an inequality within UNICEF is apparent if we look at the additional reasons for its charitable donations from donors, ‘Many of UNICEFs activities and campaigns are funded by charitable and commercial support. …. One question is whether these apparent expressions of altruism, obligation, and humanitarianism are anything more than disguised self-interest on the part of donors.’ Yeates (2012). So, world-system theory and real motivations behind charitable donations all seem to show a stark contrast towards the work of UNICEF and the policies that they try to influence for their humanitarian work, ‘UNICEF launched a Global Study on Child Poverty and Disparities in September 2007 to strengthen the profile of children at the national policy table. The study aims to influence the economic and social policies that affect resource allocations, and hopes to make children a priority in national programmes addressing the poverty of families raising children. The study addresses the health, education and protection needs of children living in poor, vulnerable households, unsafe circumstances and disadvantaged communities on the global study on child poverty and disparities blog.’ (UNICEF, no date). UNICEF also support and promote the realisation of the Millennium Development Goals, subsequently launched following the Millennium Summit of the United Nations in 2000. It consisted of 8 International Development Goals consisting of: poverty, education, gender equality, child mortality, maternal health, diseases, environmental sustainability and global partnerships for development. This was later superseded by the Sustainable Development Goals in 2016. (United Nations, no date). On evaluation of the above, UNICEF grew out of the ultimate power relation resulting in the Second World War. Its main objective to promote and aid the rights of the whole child and well-being, it has influenced, boosted and advocated many global policies. The main criticism of UNICEF’s work and ethos are largely the incentive of the donors of charitable donations.

In this paragraph, how societies are becoming increasingly more connected, the theories of globalisation and liquid modernity will be discussed. UNICEF has a universal reach and presence in 190 territories and countries. Its presence is known internationally for its aid and welfare and it has sponsorships and fundraising with world-wide sports stars, sporting clubs and famous celebrity goodwill ambassadors, ‘UNICEF has celebrity ambassadors and supporters in countries around the globe. The ambassadors help to raise awareness of global children’s needs, advocate to world leaders for children’s rights and set an example as globally aware citizens. There are three types of Goodwill Ambassadors and Advocates: international, regional and national’ Kredenster (2015). This reinforces the ideology of the world becoming ever more connected. Globalisation theory is the theory of how as a global society, we as the inhabitants are now more than likely to share the same fashion and music tastes and that national events and news are known on a more world-wide level. To give a more thorough definition, ‘globalisation is a social process in which the constraints of geography on social and cultural arrangements recede and in which people are becoming increasingly aware of them receding’ Waters (1995, quoted in Scott, 2014, p. 284). Globalisation lends itself to the theory of liquid modernity a concept that strengthens globalisation, liquid modernity, encompasses identities, consumption, the idea that mobility is of high importance to keep up with the ever changing climate. The 5 key factors that have pushed society from modernity into fluid modernity are, as Bauman suggested, nation states are no longer the load bearing structures of society and national governments are less powerful, global capitalism has become exacerbated, electronic technologies are now allowing supranational communication, societies are now more concerned with risk and lastly, mass growth in migration around the planet (2000, as cited in Atkinson, 2014, p.138-143).  These two theories have a heavy impact upon the epistemology of other cultures, this has been coined, Global Cognitive Justice, by De Sousa Santos, the theory of cultural knowledge. UNICEF’s policies reiterate the importance of cultural epistemology, the paper written in 2010 by UNICEF and Economic, social and cultural rights of migrant children and children born to migrant parents, outlines and indicates good working practices of cultural rights be, ‘protected, respected and fulfilled for all children’ UNICEF (2010), this is further fortified with ‘rights of indigenous and ethnic minority children; and legislative reform’ UNICEF (no date). Additionally, UNICEF’s new campaign policy for safety for children online, is a global initiative, further compounding the connectedness and communication power of the digital world, this synthesises with the key factors of Zygmant Bauman and his theory of the world being thrust into liquid modernity. All of the mass, world-wide prowess through its force as the leading organisation in global children’s rights and welfare, its communication and connection universally, through the goodwill ambassadors, heavily driven campaigns and advertising for its cause has not been used to support all of the issues that UNICEF pledge to aid and facilitate allegedly. UNICEF’s statistics on infant mortality rates, ‘Globally, the under-five mortality rate dropped from 93 deaths per 1,000 live births in 1990 to 41 in 2016’ UNICEF (Feb 2018). The rate of decline with regards to births is 5% out of 1,000 births, between the time frames of 1990 and 2016, which suggests a steady decline, yet it is still a slow decline and also with UNICEF’s resources and globally reaching aid regarding infant and child mortality, could have possibly been altered. ‘In sum, for almost a decade, child survival has failed to get the attention it deserves. Child health needs better leadership, improved coordination of services, and increased funding’ Horton (2004).  Upon contention, UNICEF can be seen to partake in all of the above theories it global notoriety and influencer towards policies that fundamentally reshape children’s lives are highly notable and deserving of credit and support. However, the trend towards the liquid modernity and globalisation has some downfalls, such as the cultural epistemology becoming under threat and the developing countries who are unable to keep up with the current trends towards technology and mass communication befalling an ever increasing educational and technological disadvantage and inequality. ‘De Sousa Santos says that the cultures of the world – and the knowledge embedded within them – are hierarchically arranged and unevenly accessible, in line with wider capitalist power relations’ Atkinson (2015). 

Finally, there are external influences that impact upon an organisation such as UNICEF, the parameters in which they are able to operate to are constrained by the countries and territories in which they work in. The long standing issue of funding is always an issue an although UNICEF has a lot of power regarding high profile charitable donors and sponsorships with major sporting teams, their work cannot continue without regular income. 
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