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  The Importance of supporting children and their rights.
This briefing paper provides appropriate information for practitioners to consider when working with children with Additional learning needs. It highlights relevant legislations and links with articles within the UNCRC. The UNCRC has a huge importance in Wales, and it is permitted to ensure that children and young people need, and rights are met across Wales. 


 


Article 2 – Children have the right to be protected from discrimination regardless of their colour, religion, sex or disability.
· The Equality Act 2010 state that it is against the law to discriminate someone because of protected characteristics. Children are protected under the equality act 2010 from these types of discrimination. There are nine protected characteristics under the equality act. 
· Practitioners should respect and ensure that the rights in the convention are updated in accordance and take all appropriate measures to protect the rights of the child.
· The NSPCC’S child protection training will assist practitioners to gain knowledge and skills in order to recognise concerns to protect child and young people they work with. 
· Ensure practitioners understand their responsibilities on promoting diversity and equality for families or children to declare any disabilities or additional learning needs confidentially.
·  Convention on the rights of persons with disabilities came into authority in 2006. This convention by the United Nations work together to change attitudes and approaches to people with disabilities. CPRD state that all people with a disability should enjoy human rights and their freedom.
Article 3- The best interests of the child must be a top priority in all decisions and actions that affect children. 
· Cypcs (no date) state that this article is the best interests and is one of the most important articles in the UNCRC. It states that the interest of children should be noticed at all levels of society and that their rights need to be respected. 
· Adults should consider what is best for the child in day-to-day life and to always make sure they are protected and cared for. 
· The committee on the rights of the child has completed numerous general comments to allow people to understand how the UNCRC works in practice. General comment 14 specifically focuses on article 3.
· General comment no 14 (2013) states that the child’s best interests is directed at ensuring both the full and effective pleasure of all the rights esteemed in the convention and the holistic development of the child. Also, they expect that adults should embrace the child’s physical, mental, spiritual, moral, psychological and social development. 
· During settings, this article implies with making referrals where appropriate. This could be a safeguarding issue or identifying a need, educationally or developmentally or within their household. Family Lives can offer their help and support for families who need their help to provide them with appropriate information to improve their health, happiness or well-being. 
· All organisations that are in contact with children should have safeguarding policies and procedures to ensure that every child has a right to equal protection from harm. It is the action that is taken to promote the welfare of children and protect them from harm. This means that you should protect children from abuse, prevent harm to children’s health or development, to ensure that when children are growing up, they have the provision of safe and effective care and lastly, to give children the best possible outcomes. Ceredigion.gov (2019) offer training to give adults a better understanding of the procedures as well as roles and responsibilities. This procedure was launched in November 2019 to help adults to apply the legislation and Statutory guidance social services and wellbeing act 2014. 
Article 15 - Every child has the right to meet with other children and to join groups and organisations. 
· Practitioners should encourage children to develop good speech and language skills. E. Walker (2019) states that children learn by observing their peers. They also need to offer opportunities where children can complete stimulating activities such as reading books and singing songs. 
· Children with a language barrier may not have the confidence to join in play time with other children therefore, it is important that practitioners receive the correct training and understand how to support children with a language barrier by completing referrals where necessary. 
· Speech Teach UK is a website offering information on children’s communication. 
· The article 15 project is a research and development collaboration which was recognized in 2011. Convention on the rights of the child (CRC) focuses on article 15 to enable children’s rights to meet with others. This project has offered lots of support in children’s clubs over the years. The aim of the article 15 project is to allow children’s groups to become more effective, sustained, thorough and transparent as they can be. This was mastered through the article 15 resource kit where it includes tools and games to help children in their groups to reflect, plan and monitor. 
 Article 28- Every child has the right to access an education.
· Children have the right to learn and have an education, no matter of who they are, where they live or the amount of income the family have. (UNICEF 2019) 
· Quality learning provides a safe, warm environment, qualified and driven teachers and an instruction in languages children can understand. 
· To build a world in which every child learns, UNICEF will continuously promote equity and inclusion. This includes creating targeted efforts for children who are not included based on gender, poverty, disability, ethnicity and language as well as those who are displayed or affected by emergencies.
· Estyn (2020) is the education and training inspectorate for Wales. Their aim is to improve the quality of education and training and outcomes for all learners in Wales. 
· Cylch Meithrin is a welsh-medium playgroup to promote the education and development of children from two years old to school age. Children can learn through play and socialise under the professional, qualified and committed staff.
· [image: New Cylchoedd Meithrin]Over 13,000 attend this playgroup and enjoy learning through play. The playgroup welcomes any child who speaks a certain language, but Welsh is their first language. 
· Maria Montessori emphasizes active learning, independence, cooperation and learning with each child’s different pace of development. This approach allows children to make their own choices while learning which will allow them to become independent learners. Children discover things around them through a hands-on approach rather than information being landed on them. (learning theories 2016)Meithrin.Cymru (2019) 


All children are warmly welcomed to this playgroup whatever their race, colour, family status or additional learning needs. Children with additional learning needs are given extra support for them to join in all the Clych’s activities. 
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