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Task 1

In Iceland and other countries like that they think it is important that children are playing outdoors. In the curriculum guidelines, they put a big thing on outside as learning environments as a place for making children enjoy learning in the natural world, and as a place where you can exercise because that’s what Norodahl and Johannsson (2013) say. 
This emphasising on outdoors has happened for a long time in Iceland for children age 1 to six and they play outside every day in schools for children six to 16 then they only get to play when its playtime. We don’t know much about what teachers do outside to help learning but I think it is probably going to be different depending on what teacher you get and school. But there are signs in Iceland that teachers are using outside more than they used to and in Reykjavik the capital 70% of schools say that they do outside education a lot (Oladottir, 2008). 
Adapted from: 
Noradahl, K. and Johannsson, I. (2014) ‘Icelandic teachers’ views of using the outdoors’ Education 3-13: International Journal of Primary, Elementary and Early Years Education. Vol 44, No. 4, September 2014, 391-406.

Task 2 

This essay will be about forest schools. A definition of Forest School has been made by the Forest School Network it says that ‘it is an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults’ regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self-esteem though hands on learning experiences in a woodland environment”. Murray and O’Brien 2006. People are a bit worried that little ones in school now don’t get to go to woodlands and green places like their parents did because they are too worried that something will happen to them and children can do a lot indoors now and that’s what O’Brien and Murray think. There is also research that tells us that if they don’t go when they are young then they won’t go when they are grown up either and we will miss out on physical and emotional benefits of access to nature. Ward Thompson and Aspinall and Bell and others 2004. That’s because learning outdoors is very different to learning in a classroom environment and the welsh government are encouraging teachers to do forest school in their own schools now, especially in foundation phase. 

Reference List: 
welsh assembly government. Outdoor Learning Handbook. Cardiff: 2009. WAG. 
Ward Thompson, C., Aspinall, P., Bell, S., Findlay, C., Wherrett, J. and Travlou, P. Open space and social inclusion: Local woodland use in central Scotland. Report to the Forestry Commission, Edinburgh, 2004. 
2006. E. O'Brien and R. Murray, A marvellous opportunity for children to learn: A participatory evaluation of Forest School in England and Wales, Farnham: Forest Research.


Task 3
• Plagiarism.  
· It is important for students to avoid plagiarism as they could be penalised for this as it is known as academic cheating and every university has a very firm view on this.

· It is true that you must reference when using a direct quotation otherwise you could be caught for plagiarism for using someone else’s words. You must always reference where you got the information from to back up what you are saying.
	
· Wikipedia is not a good place to search for any information for any academic assignments since anyone is able to write facts on the website whenever they want therefore you wouldn’t know that the information is correct.

Long quotation 
· Enter separate paragraphs
· Indent the paragraph
· Quotation marks are not required
· Follow the in-text citation
 
· You can begin to conduct research for your academic assignments by reading books at the library, articles and journals or even searching on the correct websites.




Task 4 

The Article is about the benefits of the outdoor environment has for young children’s development.
The article is very hard to understand the argument that they are trying to produce as the structure isn’t very well done; the paragraphs are very long to read. The research that has been carried out is poor due to 50 questionnaires being handed out to 10 settings and only receiving 37 answered ones. They stated that boys are highlighted as better for the outdoors than girls , which I believe should have more research done into this. 
I found that there were a lot of difficult to read language throughout the article and it could have been worded a lot more professional. I believe they didn’t carry out enough research on the outdoor learning for children as they could have asked for children’s views by doing children’s questionnaires as children’s voices should be heard. 
More setting should have been given the questionnaires and they should have been continently asking for the answered ones to encourage the importance of getting as many answered ones back as possible to be able to make a decent argument and be able to get more research of the possible delays in settings being able to use their outdoor areas also have the children’s opinions on how they prefer to learn and develop new skills on a daily basis.
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