[image: ]
Map of Ancient Egyptian Capitals by Flo Downing
1)  Thinis (3150-2686 BC) - 1st and 2nd Dynasty
2) Memphis (2686-2160, 720-664, 525-404 and 343-332 BC) - 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 25th, 27th and 31st Dynasty
3) Heracleopolis Magna (2160-2040 BC) - 9th and 10th Dynasty
4) Thebes (2130-1991, 1650-1346, 1332-1279 and 664-656 BC) - 11th, 16th, 17th, 18th, 19th and 25th Dynasty
5) Itj-tawy (1991-1650 BC) – 12th and 13th Dynasty
6) Avaris (1725-1550 BC) – 14th and 15th Dynasty
7) Amarna (1346-1332 BC) – 18th Dynasty
8) Pi-Ramesses (1279-1077 BC) – 19th and 20th Dynasty
9) Tanis (1077-943 BC) – 21st Dynasty
10) Bubastis (943-720 BC) – 22nd Dynasty
11) Leontopolis (837-720 BC) – 23rd Dynasty
12) Sais (732-720, 664-525 and 404-398 BC) – 24th, 26th and 28th Dynasty
13) Mendes (398-380 BC) – 29th Dynasty
14) Samannud (380-343 BC) – 30th Dynasty
15) Alexandria (332-641 BC) – Macedonian, Ptolemaic and Roman Egypt

The theme of this map is the capitals of Ancient Egypt from the First Dynasty to the Roman Period. The capital city shows changes in not only who ruled Egypt but also what they wanted to project or control during their rule. 
The location of cities on the map such as whether they are in Upper or Lower Egypt shows the priorities of certain cities but also patterns in Capital city placement like how much more there are in the Delta which could display a recurring need for Egyptians to have access to lots of flood lands for farming and the Mediterranean Sea for ocean travel.
 Cities like Memphis, Thebes and Sais which were capitals across multiple periods of Egyptian history and reused as capitals by many different dynasties are examples of how some cities strategic placement continues to be useful to the Egyptians across hundreds of years but also how Pharaohs could establish and connect themselves to the past by placing their capital in a historical centre. Thebes especially shows how even after cities are no longer the actual capital of Egypt, they can continue to be the centre of power or activity. Short lived capitals are also significant and the abundance of them on the map show how rapidly power could change in Egypt during certain periods compared to how long it could last in others such as Amarna which only lasted as a capital for less than a century. 
This map also displays capital cities named after their founder like Itj-tawy, Pi-Ramesses and Alexandria created by Amenemhat I, Ramesses II and Alexander the Great respectively. These cities broadcast the power of their founders and often their dynasties to their contemporaries and to modern viewers. The location of cities like this are also significant as it shows what their founders wanted or needed from their capital such as Alexandria which has some of the most unique placement because it was built to suit the Greco-Macedonian needs of a conqueror rather than be the seat of power of a native. 
Therefore, this map’s theme means it can be used to see both the needs and goals of individual Egyptian rulers and their dynasties but also entire periods in Ancient Egypt through the movement of power. It also shows consistent needs of the Egyptian people such as the incredible importance of Nile access which all of the cities have in common.
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