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W ith this issue, the Journal of Mixed Methods Research celebrates its first birthday
in existence. We had an exciting and successful 1st year, and we hope to continue
the scholarly level of discourse and dialogue. Editorials in the first issue were predo-
minantly our way of sharing our understanding of the way things were developing in
the emerging field of integrated research. We examined a few broad issues such as the
definition of mixed methods, mixed methods research questions, and general domains of
discourse among mixed methods researchers and methodologists.

We hope to continue our editorials in the coming year by focusing on more specific topics,
with the idea of generating discussions and ultimately developing common grounds in these
specific areas. Some of these topics/issues in need of refocusing or further development
are standards for evaluating the adequacy of mixed methods studies, the credibility of find-
ings, teaching of research methods and specifically integrated research methods, and utilizing
mixed methods in dissertations. We will also focus in our editorials on guidelines for authors
submitting to JMMR, such as the types of contributions that will add to the “field” of mixed
methods research. What does it mean when we ask authors to provide an empirical or metho-
dological article that “adds” to the literature?

An issue of considerable debate in the past year was the nature of integration/mixing.
Various authors have recently commented on the enduring debate regarding feasibility by
asking, “Is mixed methods possible?”” The answer in the past few years has been that “it
depends on what is being integrated or mixed.” The question now seems to be shifting to
“What does mixing mean?”’! and “Are there discipline-specific mixed methods?” Disci-
pline utilization of mixed methods has been reviewed and discussed in various fields of
study (for example, see Brewer & Hunter, 2006, for sociology; Rao & Woolcock, 2004, in
international development; and Waszak & Sines, 2003, in psychology). We would like to
focus this editorial on a specific aspect of this cross-disciplinary utilization of mixed meth-
ods: Is there a field of mixed methodology that transcends disciplinary boundaries?

This focus follows our previous editorial (Creswell & Tashakkori, 2007), suggesting
that some of the developments in the “field” of mixed methodology have emerged in a
“bottom-up” manner from the pragmatic needs of researchers and evaluators in various
fields. Pushing this idea a bit further is the view of an international development specialist.
Vijayendra Rao has recently suggested that mixed methods has emerged almost indepen-
dently in various disciplines (personal communication, 2007). Rao calls this the “discipli-
narization of mixed-methods.” According to Rao, this

seems to have occurred within various “practical domains”: for example, in particular schools
of evaluation, education, nursing, public health etc. ... mixed-methods seem to be developing
in parallel in different fields that could benefit a great deal from speaking to each other. Conse-
quently, wheels seem to be constantly reinvented and major developments in one domain
remain unknown for a long time in another. (Vijayendra Rao, personal communication, 2007)

Downloaded from http://mmr.sagepub.com at Swansea Metropolitan University on September 15, 2009


http://mmr.sagepub.com

4 Journal of Mixed Methods Research

This latest way of thinking about mixed methodology as a “field” identified two pathways in
the development of mixed methods across disciplines: In some disciplines, it has emerged
from investigators’ need to utilize all possible methods of answering research questions,
whereas in others, it has emerged as a response to the deeply felt necessity to examine social
phenomena in a more eclectic manner, utilizing multiple perspectives. Demonstrating these
two pathways are two examples again from Rao: one from the field of (international) devel-
opment studies (and development economics) and the other from anthropological demogra-
phy (Vijayendra Rao, personal communication, 2007).

In international development, Rao suggests that mixed methods emerged from practical
needs of the investigators in the field:

The genesis of this was arguably Scarlett Epstein’s (1962) work on the quality of life in two
Indian villages—which explicitly incorporated anthropological methods into questions of eco-
nomic development and mixed careful field based qualitative observations with survey tech-
niques. Robert Chambers (2002) and his colleagues then rejected the entire apparatus of
development policy by arguing that policy had to become more “participatory” developing a
whole tool box of “participatory methods” that allowed the poor to analyze their own problems.

In anthropological demography, he observes that

the field of anthropological demography (e.g. Kertzer & Fricke, 1997; Obermeyer et al.,
1997) ... emerged from a strong belief espoused by ‘“micro-demographers” (led by Jack
Caldwell) that demographic phenomena (birth, death, marriage, migration) were better
understood with grounded insights coupled with statistical techniques that attempted to dis-
cern patterns from large-scale census data. This has now been extended by Axinn and Pearce
(2006) into a full-length exposition on the value of mixing-methods data collection in the
social sciences. (Vijayendra Rao, personal communication, 2007)

Jennifer Greene’s article in this issue is an excellent way to conceptualize mixed metho-
dology as a distinct academic field of study across disciplines. She examines mixed meth-
ods in a four-dimensional space of meaning in social-behavioral methodology. Greene
places mixed methods in a four-dimensional space (each called a “domain”). She asks and
answers two broad questions about each domain: (a) the current state of knowledge in that
specific domain and (b) the unresolved issues and controversies that remain to be addressed
in the future.

The four dimensions or domains of meaning in social science research, according to
Greene, are as follows:

1. Philosophical assumptions and stance, including ‘““assumptions about the nature of the social
world (ontology) and about the nature of warranted social knowledge (epistemology)” (p. 8).

2. Inquiry logics, including “inquiry purposes and questions, broad inquiry designs, sampling

logics, analysis options, criteria of quality for both methodology and inference, and defensi-

ble forms of writing and reporting” (p. 9).

Guidelines for practice, suggesting the practical guidelines about how to do a study.

4. Sociopolitical commitment, examining one’s (mixed methods) research in the context of the
political and social policies and practices of the investigator/investigation.

et
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Going back to Rao’s idea of independent development (and reinventing the wheel of
mixed methods!), Greene’s conceptualization provides another way to look at the field of
mixed methodology: Although mixed methods has evolved in most disciplines of human
research, different disciplines have contributed differently to that evolution. For example,
in the practical domain, program evaluators have probably been ahead of the others in
effectively integrating qualitative and quantitative methods. On the other hand, in the
methodology domain, much of formal discussions about mixed methods have emerged
from the field of educational research methodology, closely followed by some of the health
sciences, such as nursing.

One of our visions for establishing the JMMR was to provide a multidisciplinary and
international forum for sharing the latest developments in mixed methodology. As such,
we have tried to present scholarly work that represents all domains suggested by Greene.
The past few issues of the journal have hopefully provided such a platform.

Examination of the current issue of the JMMR provides ample evidence of this multidis-
ciplinary platform for a “field” of mixed methodology. The authors’ expertise and interests
span a wide spectrum, from educational psychology to health care, management, and archi-
tecture. Greene writes from an educational psychology background; Wall, Devine-Wright,
and Mill’s affiliations are in energy, sustainable development, and architecture; Vitale,
Armenakis, and Field are management researchers; and Yount and Gittelsohn are writing
from global health and human nutrition backgrounds. The media reviewers in this issue
add to this diversity: Sorensen is a health care quality researcher, whereas Kemp’s affilia-
tion is in primary health care research. The contents of the articles also demonstrate that
scholars across different disciplines are addressing different issues, but in similar domains.
For example, Wall et al., Yount and Gittelsohn, and Vitale et al. are predominantly in
Domains 2 and 3. Kemp’s review of NVivo is mainly in Domain 3, whereas Sorensen’s
review may be more appropriately placed in Domain 2. Greene’s article covers all four
domains, although it may also be predominantly placed in Domain 2.

A consequence of variability in the development and utilization of mixed methods
across disciplines is the extraordinary diversity of conceptualizing/defining “integration”
and the role of qualitative and quantitative approaches. Mixed methods researchers come
from diverse disciplines, geographic areas, research traditions (i.e., most are not experi-
mental researchers, as claimed by some critiques), epistemological orientations (i.e., with
different epistemological starting points), and sociopolitical backgrounds. Undoubtedly,
disciplines do not show the same level of accepting and utilizing mixed methods. Also,
they are not the same in the level and manner of utilizing qualitative and quantitative
approaches. In some (e.g., health sciences), qualitative strands are added to predominantly
quantitative experimental studies. In others (program evaluation, such as international
development studies), qualitative approaches are given greater priority. The fact that
mixed methods provide such flexibility is an important asset for many researchers.

Abbas Tashakkori
John W. Creswell
Founding Editors
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Note

1. The emerging debate over this second question (““What is being mixed?””) seems to have led to a shared
agreement denouncing a QUAL-QUAN dichotomy, that is, that such a dichotomy is arbitrary. This recogni-
tion has paved the way for conceptualizing mixed methods on a continuum that includes dimensions/aspects
of the two approaches. In our most recent editorial (Creswell & Tashakkori, 2007), we referred to this as the
multidimensional nature of mixed methods conceptualization. Mixing/integration of the data and using multi-
ple methods of data collection and analysis seem to be the least controversial issues in the discourse. Mixing/
integration of perspectives or paradigms seems to be the most.
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