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Mirco-Teach Reflection

For this assignment I will be using Gibbs (1988) Reflective cycle.
Description
I delivered my 30 minute micro-teach on coercive control to four other students on the PGCE/PCET part time course. This session was delivered using twenty Powerpoint slides which included a trigger warning for sensitive content, an interactive discussion to establish the levels of understanding and a short video. I also included information for the Live Fear Free national domestic abuse helpline in Wales and references slide. This subject was chosen as it is of interest to me as I have worked in the field of domestic abuse for around nine years and coercive control remains one of the least understood areas of domestic abuse. 
The students were taught about the concept of coercive control and where the term originated, then the coercive control law was discussed in detail, breaking down and discussing each element of the definition of the law. The students then watched a 3-minute video to highlight coercive control. Students were then given recent statistics to highlight the prevalence of coercive control in society today. Students were then given four different case studies of ‘famous’ cases from the media, including Johnny Depp and Amber Heard and Ryan Giggs and Katie Greville which helped to synthesise the learning into real-life experiences.
Feelings
Prior to the delivery of the session, I was feeling very nervous. This is such a sensitive subject for many people, as statistics tell us that one in four women will be affected by domestic abuse in their lifetime (Refuge 2017), so it was likely that at least one student present would have experienced domestic abuse prior to that point, and I wasn’t sure if I’d trigger someone during the session. It turns out that the group I delivered the session to were four female students.
During the session, I felt nervous as I was delivering this to a group of my peers but quickly felt at ease during the session. During the session, I also felt that the students participating were very relaxed and eager to learn about the topic.
After the session delivery I felt very happy that the session had gone well. I also felt relief as there were no major impacts from the IT systems and it seemed like the students were very interested in the content.
Evaluation
During the teaching session, the delivery of the session went well, the students engaged really well during the session. The students present included a qualified nurse and a qualified counsellor, both of whom had previous knowledge of domestic abuse and coercive control through their professional careers. The students who weren’t aware of coercive control in their professional lives had some knowledge of the subject personally. This made the session easier as I didn’t have to explain the concept in too much depth as there was some baseline knowledge already.
During the session there was an issue with the IT system used and the sound during the video was very quiet, however as this was a small group who were sat close to the front of the room so the volume wasn’t a massive problem. Should I repeat the session again, I will check and test the IT system for volume prior to the session beginning. 
The lecturer’s feedback also noted that the some of the powerpoint slides I used had a lot of text which made it difficult for some students to read and keep their focus. When I deliver this session again, I would review the slides and decrease the amount of text on the slides to some bullet points to make it easier to read and talk around the points instead.
Analysis
Williams (2022) proposes a concept of Community Service Learning which integrates theory and practice by engaging a local community service that meets a need that has been identified by the community. This “has a positive impact on students’ understanding of social justice issues” (Deck, Conner, Cambron, 2017 cited in Williams 2022). This theory supports the Welsh Governments (2022) strategy for Violence Against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence (VAWDASV) where the first objective of the VAWDASV (2015) legislation outlines the need for awareness raising and public discussion with the aim to decrease the occurrence of VAWDASV. Coker (2016) discusses that all forms of domestic abuse, including coercive control is a social justice issue. This issue is also mentioned as part of the Professional Standards for Further Education and work-based Learning in Wales (Welsh Government 2017) where it recommends that teachers build positive and collaborative relationships which includes relationships with the students, other teachers, but others as appropriate which could include a local community-based service. My experience working for domestic abuse services would be classed as community service learning.
This micro-teach went extremely well due to the students’ past experiences and prior knowledge of the topic, therefore andragogy was used. Knowles (1975 cited in Henschke 2021) suggests that the use of andragogy is appropriate when students have some prior knowledge of the subject. Cziesielski (2020) had reviewed work by Knowles (2020) and mentions that as part of andragogy, students will learn better when subjects are relating to either their professional or private lives.
Minton (2005) notes that while many lectures use PowerPoint to deliver lessons, it has been found that the use “has decreased the effectiveness of presentations in motivating students to want to learn”. It was noted in feedback that a few of my PowerPoint slides were text heavy, Hertz, Kerkhof and Van Woerkum (2016) denotes that too much text can interfere with the words spoken by the teacher, Mayer (2009 cited in Hertz, Kerkhof and Van Woerkun 2016) also notes that when the teacher presents the information on the screen it is classed as the duplication of textual information and this means that information processing for the students is impaired.
Conclusion
In conclusion I felt that the lesson had gone well, however in future, should I repeat this task, I will decrease the amount of text on my PowerPoint slides to only include very short bullet point phrases as a reminder to talk further around to make information processing easier for the students. I would also find out more information about assessment and include a way to assess learner feedback.
Action Plan
For future learning I will learn more about formative and summative assessment to assess learning. I will also look at honing my Powerpoint skills in order to reduce the amount of text on the slides to aid learner processing.
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Action Plan
	Objective
	Task
	Desired Outcome
	Deadline

	Hone PowerPoint Skills
	Complete LinkedIn Learning modules on Powerpoint. Namely PowerPoint Essential Training
	Completed modules to ensure improved PowerPoint skills
	Spring 2024

	Find out about more about assessment techniques
	Research, using the Library at UWTSD, different types of assessment, including summative and formative assessment
	Improved knowledge of assessment techniques
	Spring 2024



