Collieries in Pembrokeshire

Thomas Chapel Colliery.

Situated at Begelly, the first pits of the Thomas Chapel Colliery were sunk in 1784.

A new 4'.0" gauge tramway opened in the 1830s and Anthracite coal from this colliery was shipped out of Saundersfoot to the southeast of England for the brewing industry.

On the 16th of June 1838 disaster struck this colliery when an inrush of water caused the death of 6 men, they were James Thomas, Isaac Rees, Henry Lewis, George Tasker, John Bowen and William Phillips, all of Begelly.

William Brace the owner at that time appeared at the assizes on a charge of Manslaughter, outcome unknown.

From the Royal Commission Report, 1842.
THOMAS CHAPEL COLLIERY. St. Issell's parish, county of Pembroke.
Mr. Thomas Stokes, Esq., proprietor.
James Davies, 8 years old, trammer.
David Thomas, 7 years old, trammer.
William Prout. 12 years old, skip haulier.
Stephen Gwyther, 11 years old, windlass hitcher.
George Lewis 16 years old, tram filler and trammer.
Thomas Phillips, 15 years old, skip haulier.
Isaac Day, 16 years old, tram hitcher.
Eliza Prout, 15 years old, trammer.
Hester Callan, 18 years old, windlass woman.
Mary Day, 11 years old, trammer.
Sarah Davies, 15 years old, trammer.

This was the name that covered several workings that opened around 1784. Workings were limited to between the Reynalton geological fault to the west and the Bramble Hill fault to the east. To the west were Reynalton and Loveston collieries, to the south was New Hayes Colliery and to the south-east were Shipping pit and Broom slant.

It had a mineral take of 1,000 acres with the Old Wheel Pit being sunk in 1784 to a depth of 165 feet, the Hay Pit was also opened in 1784 and was 114 feet deep, the New Hayes Pit being 10 feet in diameter and sunk to the Kilgetty seam at a depth of 468 feet while the Hackett Pit was sunk in 1794 and was 174 feet deep to the Lower Level seam. The Stump Park Pit was opened in 1790 and was sunk to the Lower Level seam and was 162 feet deep, the Air Pit was sunk in 1799 to the Lower Level seam and was 108 feet deep, the Horse Wheel Pit was opened in 1836 and was 60 feet deep to the Kilgetty seam, the Pond Landing Pit was opened in 1836 to the Kilgetty seam at a depth of 96 feet, while the Pond Engine Pit was opened in 1840 to the Kilgetty seam which it found at a depth of 144 feet.

Thomas Chapel was owned by Thomas Stokes and Company in 1842. The Royal Commission into the working of women and children underground found at this pit, amongst others, James Davies, aged 8 years and his brother aged 11 years who worked eight hour shifts as trammers for 2 shillings a week. Mary Davies was aged 11 years, and also a trammer, she had worked 8 to 10 hour shifts for two years and had to drag seven hundredweight loads along roadways that were “ never less than 36 inches high. ” She earned 3 shillings a week.

This colliery was purchased by the Pembrokeshire Iron and Coal Company in 1851. The closure dates are uncertain but they were being worked by the Pembrokeshire Iron Company in 1865.

The mine appears in a list 1869, but closed before 1880.

In 1842 it was owned by Messrs Morgan, Hughes, & Co and twelve years later it was reported that ‘At court on 1.8.1854, Morgan Hughes formerly of Thomas Chapel Colliery, joint proprietor with John Close, John William Hughes and Stopford Thomas Jones and subsequently with John Close and John William Hughes only, trading as Morgan Hughes & Co.'
The colliery latterly comprised the two main sites SN 104090 (Thomas Chapel) and 103086 (New Hayes). The colliery was reported in 1851 “To let, colliery in Pembrokeshire now in full work on the Lower Level vein. A new pit has been sunk about sixty fathoms [180 feet] to reach the Kilgetty Deep vein and is believed to be within fifteen feet of it. [was this New Hayes?]' Only four miles from Saundersfoot and there is direct railway communication from the pit's mouth.” It was then abandoned in 1857 as ‘Thomas Chapel or New Hayes.' It continued to be listed from 1858, so presumably reopened, only to be finally abandoned in 1867 (as New Hayes). In 1875 the Saundersfoot & Tenby Collieries Co. Ltd. was registered to acquire Thomas Chapel and other collieries and it was advertised for sale at an auction on 17.5.1878.

Broadmoor Colliery.

Opened during the early years of the 19th century, this anthracite mine was situated at Begelly.

1842 Royal Commission Report.
BROAD-MOOR COLLIERY, parish of Begelly, county of Pembroke.
Lewis Wilson, Esq., proprietor.
Mr. David Morgan, manager of the Board-Moor Colliery.
Hannah Bowen, 16 years old, windlass woman.
Benjamin Thomas, about eight years old, haulier of skips.
Thomas Howard, aged 16, skip haulier.
Zacharias Harris, 13 years old, skip haulier.
William Thomas, 11 years old, skip haulier.
Elizabeth Lawrence, 15 years old, wheeler.
James Bowen, Esq., surgeon, Narbeth, county of Pembroke.
Rev. Richard Buckley, rector of Begelly parish, county of Pembroke.

On the 13th of May 1844 the chain broke on the haulage mechanism, whilst bringing the miners to the surface killing 7, amongst them were the following, John Harries of Longpark, aged 21 - William Harries, Longpark, 15 - Benjamin Lawrence, Jeffreston, 19 - Benjamin Thomas, Jeffreston, 11 (mentioned in the list above) - John Phillips, Grove, 19.

This was a small pit that was approximately 204 feet deep and worked the anthracite Timber Vein seam from about 1820.

The government investigation into children working underground in the early 1840 ' s found at this colliery Benjamin Thomas aged 8 years, he had been working underground for a year and the only meat that he ate was bacon on a Sunday. His father was dead and his mother, sister and three brothers all worked in this pit. He had no shoes. Hannah Bowen was aged 16 years and operated the windlass. She had been underground for two years and earned 3 shillings a week. She described it as “ good hard work. ” She worked between 7 am and 4 pm and could draw up 400 loads which weighed up to four hundredweights each.

In 1842 it was owned by Messrs. Wilsons and Smith and employed 56 men and 47 females, in 1858 it was owned by Spencer and Cope, in 1865 by Cope and Company and in 1870 by the Broadmoor Anthracite Coal Company.

In 1926 it employed 14 men, in 1927 it employed 8 men, it was listed as not working in 1928 and in 1930 it employed 12 men.


In 1875 the Saundersfoot & Tenby Collieries Co. Ltd. was registered to acquire Broadmoor and other collieries and in 1910 it was reported that “A company has been formed and arrangements entered into to restart the old Broad Moor Colliery, Begelly. Pumping operations will start at once.”
Nothing apparently came of either of these and seemingly nothing then happened until 1926, when W. C. Gunter and a Mr. Brinn started a new mine at SN 095062. This was abandoned in 1927. In 1929, John Butler and George Henry Cook, trading as the Broadmoor Colliery Co., started again, but whether this was a new opening or a reopening of the 1926 mine is unknown. It was however abandoned in 1930, the company having gone bankrupt.

Loveston Colliery, Loveston, Pembrokeshire.
In 1932 the Loveston Colliery was opened by the Loveston Colliery Co. Ltd. in an area, which had been worked previously. This small mine had its highest output of 3,420 tons in 1934. 

On the 26th. May 1936 it suffered a disaster which gave it a great deal of publicity. 

The official statement on the disaster (H.M. Inspectors of Mines, 1937) indicated a danger to which much of the coalfield was subject: "Seven persons were drowned by an inrush of water into the Loveston Colliery from old work- ings. No plans of the old workings have been discovered, but even had they been, it is doubtful if they would have revealed that an isolated area of thick coal to the dip of the old water level had been worked by the 'old men'. It is never safe to assume that in days gone by the workers were unable to work to the dip of water levels. They did so in dry seasons and did not always show such workings on their plans." 

The dead, all drowned- 

	William Jenkins 
	42 Collier 

	R George Williams 
	42 Collier 

	Thomas Lloyd 
	30 Collier 

	Ernest Phillips 
	21 Collier 

	John Milling 
	26 Collier 

	Fredrick Beyman 
	40 Collier 

	Joseph Phillips 
	25 Collier 


It closed on the 27th of July 1937.

Coal mining activities played a big part in the commerce of this small Pembrokeshire village as far back as the mid eighteenth century, with most of the anthracite coal being exported.

Garden Pit was re-established in 1788, after it had been closed for some time. The shaft was 67 yards deep and much of the workings run beneath the estuarial waters of the Cleddau and Daucleddau rivers.
In around 1800 it became one of the first collieries to use the modern technology, when a steam engine was installed for haulage and pumping. This machinery greatly increased productivity and the output reached over 10,000 tons per year.

On the 14th of February 1844, miners were at their work, when the usual water seepage, which was encountered at this mine suddenly began to increase in volume. This concerned the miners in so much that they left the mine only to be sent back after being&nbsp; reassured that all was well. One hour later the sea broke into the workings in such a deluge that 40 miners were drowned unable to escape the torrent.
Blame was placed on an unusually high tide putting extra weight on the shallow workings

The Victims as shown on the Memorial Plaque, which was erected by local people in 2002.

	Thomas Gray 
	- 
	Benjamin Picton 
	16 

	Benjamin Hart 
	- 
	Richard Cole 
	16 

	William Llewellin 
	30
	William Hughes 
	15 

	John Llewellin 
	12 
	James Jenkins 
	14 

	Thomas Llewellin 
	45 
	William Hitchings 
	13 

	William Llewellin 
	58
	John Nowfield 
	18 

	Benjamin Jones 
	25
	Thomas Day 
	11 

	Joseph Picton 
	40
	John Cole 
	16 

	James Picton 
	15
	Thomas Cole 
	14 

	Mark Picton 
	13 
	Richard Jones 
	- 

	Joseph Picton 
	11
	Miner Wilkins 
	- 

	John Cole 
	25 
	Miner Hart 
	- 

	John Hitchings 
	- 
	Miner Llewellin 
	- 

	John Richards 
	- 
	Miner John 
	(Child) 

	Isaac Owen 
	23 
	Miner Davies 
	- 

	Josua Davies 
	22 
	John Butland 
	16

	Thomas John 
	20 
	Thomas Butland 
	9 

	Edward John 
	13 
	Miner Thomas 
	- 

	Joseph Picton 
	11
	Unknown Miner 
	- 


It is thought that some, if not all, of the names listed "Miner" were probably women, this shows that the exploitation of women and children working in the mines was still happening even though an act of Parliament banning women from working underground, as were boys under the age of ten was past just two years earlier.



From the Carmarthen Journal, 1844.

Awful Catastrophe- Forty Lives Lost.

Haverfordwest, Feb. 14th. This neighbourhood has just become the scene of an awful visitation, as tremendous in its effects as it is happily rare in its extent. Late last evening, a messenger arrived from Landshipping, a colliery, about five miles from this town, with the intelligence, that an accident had happened in one of the pits, by which no less than 40 individuals were hurried into eternity.

On ascertaining the truth of the report, we hastened as early yesterday morning as possible to the spot, where we gathered the following particulars, which doubtless, your readers will receive with painful interest.

It appears, that in one of the most extensive pits, called the Garden Pit, which has been worked for the last two years, and the ways of which had been carried a great distance under the tide, at the conjunction of the rivers Cleddy and Daugleddy.

About 60 persons have been employed for the last few days, after a cessation of a month.

Nothing appeared to indicate any danger, until the moment of the catastrophe, when the whole affair seems to have taken place with the suddenness of a dream,- a few moments of horror, and all was over, as far as regarded the sufferings, whose first intimation of danger must have been the single stroke of the king of terrors.

About half-past three or four o´clock, in the afternoon of Wednesday, when there were 58 persons at work down below; the parties at the mouth of the pit became aware of some accident having occurred, by a powerful current of air making up the pit, so strong, to use the language of one of the bystanders, as to bear up a hand when held unresistingly over it; and the same instant, the water at a little distance from the shore, became much agitated, eddies being visible to a considerable extent. Shortly afterwards, several persons rushed out into the shaft of the pit shrieking wildly for assistance. The man at the whim immediately put the horses to the gallop, and succeeded in rescuing 4 men and 14 boys, when the water rushing with tremendous force up towards the mouth of the pit, which filled at the rate of 7 fathoms in a minute, rendered all further exertions unavailing.

From the mouth of one of the survivors we received the following account:- He and another man were alarmed by a rushing wind, stronger than any storm he had ever witnessed, which completely carried them off their legs, and at the same time extinguished their lights. He called to his companion to stand still, as he thought it was occasioned by the explosion of fire damp in same part of the works; but having discovered his mistake, he at once saw that their only chance was to fly to the mouth of the pit; in his way thither, his companion appears to have lost his footing, as he heard him exclaim, "O Lord, have mercy on my soul." He himself was overtaken by the water, which almost prevented his progress, dashing him several times against the sides of the pit; when he got into the light, he rushed past another man who was about to get into the bucket, and was hauled up in safety, the water following him so closely, that the next and last man was only saved by climbing up the side of the pit, until the bucket, which descended to the other was raised, reached him. The water appears to have broken in at a comparatively small distance from the shore, and 33 persons being at work a good way farther in, their retreat was instantly cut off, the water pouring down in a body between them and the entrance of the pit; the remaining seven who were at work nearer out, must have been overtaken in their endeavours to escape.

A very violent explosion took place yesterday morning in the middle of the river, occasioned by the pressure of the water on the air confined in the recesses of the pit, large pieces of timber being thrown up to the height of from thirty to forty feet.

The following are a few of the distressing bereavements occasioned by the above melancholy occurrence; we sincerely trust a subscription will be immediately set on foot for the benefit of the survivors; Joseph Picton, with three sons, drowned , leaving a widow and five children; James Davies and one son drowned, leaving a widow and five children; five other men have left widows, with 18 children between them.

ANOTHER ACCOUNT

A most lamentable and heart-rending accident occurred on Wednesday last, at the Landshipping Colliery, near Pembroke; by which we grieve to say thirty-nine lives are, hurried without a moment's preparation into eternity.

From some cause at present unknown, the bed of the river under which the seam of coal has been worked to a considerable distance gave way and almost instantly filled the Colliery with water.

Without attaching blame to any party, we cannot but express a strong desire that a strict and searching examination be made, to ascertain the cause of this melancholy event. We do not mean to say, but that in spite of all human efforts accidents will occur, but we know that in many past cases they might have been averted, if due diligence and skill had been observed on the part of the MINING AGENTS. Of course these remarks are intended not to apply to the Landshipping Colliery in particular, but to mines generally.

The proprietors of mines have no right in law, to appoint any unskilful or untried man to attend to the important duties of mining agent, for in their hands are placed the lives of many fellow beings.

Government would do well to appoint mining inspectors, to occasionally examine the state of all mines, and ascertain the qualifications of the managers; and thus so far, give an additional protection to the poor miners, who under the assurance and guidance of the agent, think their lives are safe and free from danger.



From the Times February 19th 1844

FRIGHTFUL ACCIDENT – HAVERFORDWEST FEB 16 Last evening intelligence was brought to this place of a dreadful accident at Landshipping Colliery, in this neighbourhood. While the men and boys, amounting in number to 58, were at work in one of the pits which extend under the river, the water broke in at about half tide, and so sudden was the rush that 18 only of the number were enabled to make their escape. The remainder were either instantly drowned or crushed beneath the slip.

The work of this pit is completely destroyed. No blame appears to be laid to any party, as the persons whose duty it was to survey the work had considered it safe. It had been never before worked at high water, when the pressure must have been much greater than when the above accident took place. Among the numbers who have perished there are several who were fathers, with large families dependent on them for support. The distress of the widows and other can scarcely be conceived. – Britannia.

The Times, London February 20 1844 PT.

THE LANDSHIPPING COLLIERY, On the afternoon of Wednesday last, one of the most dreadful and destructive events ever known in Pembrokeshire took place a Landshipping Colliery, the property of Colonel Owen. The short time which has intervened has not allowed a sufficient opportunity to obtain full particulars of the sad catastrophe; but the following circumstances connected with it are believed to be substantially correct. The colliery has for very many years been in full work, giving employment to a large number of men, women and boys. It appears that on Monday last a lot of men and boys were set to work in a level which was about a quarter of a mile long, and extended a considerable distance under the bed of the river Daugleddy, and which had not for about three years previously been worked, for the reason , it is said, that it was not considered safe to carry on operations there, the colliers having reported that in one place there was a leak of salt-water over their heads.

In the afternoon of Wednesday there were between 40 and 50 men and boys employed in various parts of the level. Three of the boys who were the nearest to the mouth of the pit were alarmed by hearing a violent rush of water in the interior of the work; they instantly ran to the pit´s mouth, and were only just in time to save their lives, by climbing up the sides of the pit, before the filled the level – had they been a moment later, the water would have overwhelmed them, as it did all their unfortunate companions who were in the interior. It was immediately afterwards found that a portion of the ground underneath the mud on the side of the river, had given way, and the tide, which was then flowing, was observed to rush with great force into the fissure, so as to drown the works, and render the escape of the hapless colliers utterly hopeless. Tidings of the sad calamity were quickly conveyed to the village where the workmen had resided, and as soon as the nature and extent of it were ascertained, a scene of the most heart-rending kind was exhibited among the surviving wives, mothers, and other relatives of the unfortunate colliers, which it is far easier to imagine than to describe. Immediately after the poor boys had come above ground the landing-tub was lowered to assist any who might be at the bottom of the pit, but when it was pulled up it was found to contain nothing but water. Some short time afterwards the steward of the works went down, but he could discover nothing but pieces of timber floating on the water. The greater portion of the men who have thus met a violent and untimely death have left wives and large families to deplore their loss. In addition to the incalculable amount of distress and destitution which the surviving relatives must inevitably sustain, the injury to the proprietor, and the other colliers in his employ, is tremendous, as it is thought that all the works on the estate communicate internally with each other, so that it is probable that water has extended through the whole, which may possibly occasion a total cessation of them, or, at all events, a vast outlay of money to stop the fissure and stop the water. Cambrian.
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