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Strengths of my proposal
Consider your proposal in relation to each of the following points. Check off 7] each that applies already.
1f you can't do so, and if the item is relevant to your proposal, put more work into that aspect
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1 ] My written proposal meets the
requirements set for my course and/or
the assignment brief.

2 [ ]t has a strong structure, with clear
sections and headings.

3 [ |1 have selected a good topic (page 76).

4 ()1 have included a well-worded title

5 [ 11 have included a well formulated thesis/
hypothesis or research question (pages
115-16).

6 |1 have written a draft review of the
literature (whether or not | am required
to submit this).

In the proposal, the following come across
clearly and evidently:

7 | my rationale for choosing this topic: it
is clear why | think the topic worthy of
research

8 [ whatitis that  aim to find out

9 [ that I have a good understanding of my
field and where my research fits into it

10 [ the ways my research will build on
previous research and contribute to the
field

11 [ that the proposed research would be
seen as belonging within my subject
discipline

12 [ the methodological and/or theoretical

frameworks that inform the design of my.

own research

13 | the nature of my sources and/or raw
materials and/or participants

14 | that sources will be accessible to me and/

or available when needed
15 | my methods for collecting the data or

information that | will need

16 [ that my methods will be consistent
with the methodology or theoretical
framework (if relevant)

17 [ the ways | will work with participants,
and what materials | will use with them

18 [ that health and safety requirements will
be met (if relevant)

19 ] thatit s reasonable to assume that it
will be a manageable task to collect and
analyse the data/material required to
prove the research hypothesis or answer
my research question

20 [ that the scale of the research is

proportionate to the time available

[ that the research will meet ethical

requirements

22 [ that | can do justice to the research
within the time available

2

23 [ that the proposed research can evidently
be completed by the deadline

24 [ that the overall proposal is definitely
achievable.

Use of pilot (if required)

25 |11 have used the pilot to test my methods.

26 []1used the pilot to identify areas for
improvement.

27 [7] 1 have fine-tuned, or changed, my
methods, to address the issues raised by
the pilot.

28 ()1 know that the improvements will work.
29 [ 11 have included details of the pilot in my
proposal.
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Cond

Once your research propc
been agreed, you are cor
toinvestigating the topic
ways that you have sugge
courses require the submi
research proposals at varic
in the research process, yc
starting this part of the b
of several different stages
process:

® your proposal may cons|
broad outline, and the ¢
of the methods may ye|
‘worked out

® OR: you have already h
out exactly how you wil
information but are not
whether your methods \

® OR: you have trialled yoi|
methods, fine-tuned the
and submitted these as |
of a proposal, which has
accepted.

1f you have worked on you
as outlined in Part 2, then i
that you are now ready to

collecting data. This can fer
are starting the research ‘fo
although good work at the
stage would mean that you
is already well underway.

This section looks at some ¢
considerations for gatherinc
using the information that \
the evidence base of your
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