OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES
	
Record 1
	Date and time, year group: 26/09/22, 9:40, Early Years


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

9:40 am, classroom, all children sat in the square on the floor, Early Years Classroom, Movement.




	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)
 
Every morning after the children have toast, they are called on to the floor to do some warm up dancing, they are all dancing well and behaving nicely, no pushing or arguing. As the children are dancing, the more enthusiastic they are and more focus they showed, the teacher would give them a straw for good behaviour. The children are delighted when they get a straw. 

At the end of the dancing section, the children with straws are asked to line up and the straws get placed in to cups labelled with their names. 

For the children who did not get straws, they got to try again until they could get one or they achieve one from other tasks. The positive reinforcement and the idea of getting a straw would keep the children engaged. 









	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

I could consider behavioursim theory to link to why positive reifnormencent helps so much in keeping children engaged in a classroom enviroment. 

Consider the research surrounding operant conditioning by B.F. Skinner to further support the idea of reinforcement. 

Also, children usually like to do well and have the same as everyone else, they would not like to go without which could show that emotion is “under the hood” in this specific incident. 






	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)



This took place at the start of the day and it was a good way to get children to warm up and become focused for the day ahaead. Also, the handing out of straws allowed them to start the day on a happy note. 














Record 2
	Date and time, year group: 26/09/22, 10:20, Early Years. 


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

This incident took place in the classroom during “Amser Quest”, which is free time the children are allocated to where they can choose an area of play, such as outside or inside with a sand pit tray, playdough, other games set up in the corridor or I-Pad time. 





	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

During “Amser Quest”, two children were arguing over a game as they both wanted to play it.  They ended up both getting upset from arguing and began crying. 

The teacher then took both the children to an area to sit down and asked them what they believed had happened. They took it in turns to explain their own side of the story and state how it made them feel. By doing this, the teacher had allowed them to see it from both sides and it meant that the children understood how they had made the other feel and apologized allowing them to move on as friends again. 








	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

Emotional- why do children get so upset when playing- more riled up? Higher emotions due to excitement? Emotions could be under the hood, some children may strugge with louder or busier classrooms. 


This incident is an example of restorative practice which could be a very interesting avenue of research as it is becoming more prominent in classrooms. 




	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

The classroom was busy with children moving around to choose their game and as it was the reception class I was in and next door’s reception class, it was quite a noisy environment. 

Soemtimes the busyness and noise can cause irritability which may lead to arguents brewing easily. 



















Record 3
	Date and time, year group: 26/09/22, Early Years, all day, spoke to teacher at 12:10


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

Classroom, no AoLE specifcally, throughout the day. 




	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work) 

While talking to a child, I noticed the difference in speech compared to 4-year-olds in the past. This child struggled to use well-formed words to explain what they meant so it would take longer to understand them.  

These children would be flagged up during the assessment of speech at the end of the term or throughout the term. Once flagged up, they would be able to have extra help with developing their speech. 

However, in my conversations with the teacher, they did explain that by the end of the year their speech does develop greatly due to their involvement in an environment where talking is constantly happening. 







	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

Effect of socialisation- Brofenbrenner’s Micro-Macro system would be an interesting avenue of research due to how limited socialisation and school involvement was during Covid-19. 

The possible link bewtween an individual’s enviroment and thier speech  developement could also be an interesting avenue of research. 










	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

The children are usually understood by their peers and it does show that their language skills will develop as time goes on due to the immersive experience of the school environment. 











