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AIM(S) 

 To introduce students to the theories and applications relating to the first phase of human 

development. 

 To enable students to understand the theories and applications underpinning social interaction 

and relationship formation. 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 

By the end of this module students should be able to: 

 demonstrate an appreciation of the key theories and concepts that underpin social interaction 

and relationship formation; 

 describe the psychological theories and concepts relating to social influence and group 

dynamics; 

 describe a range of theories and concepts within developmental psychology; 

 demonstrate knowledge of infant’s and children’s physical, social and emotional development; 

 organise their knowledge through the use of a range of information resources and present their 

work at the appropriate level. 

CONTENT 

 An examination of theory and research underpinning psychological understandings of social 

interaction and relationship formation. 

 An exploration of the core areas of social influence, attitudes, interpersonal processes, and group 

processes and intergroup relations. 

 An examination and comparison of a range of developmental theories, for example the cognitive 

theories of Piaget, Vygotsky and Bruner, as well as theories relating to attachment and language 

development. 

 An overview of issues surrounding a child’s development.  

 Exploration of psychological research relating to children’s physical, social and emotional 

development. 

ASSESSMENT 



Coursework      100% 

Assignment (2000 words)    60% 

Group Presentation (10 minutes)    40% 

with individual written contribution (1000 words)    

 

Exemplar assignment:  Compare and contrast two psychological theories relating to group formation.  
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