	
[bookmark: _Int_Z3Z26GMh]No ancient historical source ever called the inhabitants of Britain or Ireland Celts. With this in mind, discuss the arguments for and against the use of this label in today’s 'Celtic’ nations.




[bookmark: _Int_tnA8niNC]In the modern day, the term ‘Celtic’ is used to refer to a group of six ‘nations’ - Ireland, Scotland, Wales, Cornwall, Brittany and the Isle of Man. In this sense, the term ‘nation’ is used rather loosely, as of the six, only one – Ireland, excluding Northern Ireland – is an independent, sovereign nation, whereas the remaining five exist as part of another country, with Brittany being a part of France and Wales, Scotland, Cornwall and the Isle of Man, as well as Northern Ireland being a part of the United Kingdom. However, the issue with this lies in the fact that, historically, the islands of Ireland and Britain have never been referred to as ‘Celtic’, and the cultural history of these islands were only referred to as being ‘Celtic’ in the modern days.[footnoteRef:1] As such, there does lie the possibility that ‘nations’ such as Wales or Cornwall being given the label of ‘Celtic Nation’ may be unfounded and inaccurate. [1:  John T. Koch, “Celtic Culture: A Historical Encyclopedia”, (ABC-Clio, 2006), p. xx] 

[bookmark: _Int_EWw3wT8Y]One such argument in favour of these nations being dubbed ‘Celtic’ is the languages found in such, as the modern ‘Celtic’ languages do share common origins of the  language families Goidelic, which is the ancestor for the languages Irish, Scottish Gaelic and Manx (the language native to the Isle of Man), and Brythonic, which is the ancestor for the languages Welsh, Breton and Cornish.[footnoteRef:2] The modern surviving Celtic languages being descendants of prior Celtic languages means that Celts must have lived on the islands of Britain and Ireland long enough for these languages to take root amongst their inhabitants. To go with this, the geographical work of the mathematician and astronomer Claudius Ptolemy dated about 150 CE records numerous Celtic names across Britain and Ireland,[footnoteRef:3] showing that not only was there Celts on these islands, but that they had persisted long enough for a number of notable settlements to have been created. [2:  Koch, pp. xx, 973]  [3:  Bernhard Maier, “The Celts, A History from Earliest Times to the Present”, (Edinburgh University Press, 2017), p. 138] 

[bookmark: _Int_yibcWeVj][bookmark: _Int_7FJ88twQ][bookmark: _Int_HmJWD2xF]Archaeologically, more evidence for the presence of Celts on Britain comes from artefacts recovered in areas across England such as a bronze shield and helmet from Battersea, or numerous silver and gold torcs from Snettisham, and on Anglesey, a number of swords, spearheads and chariot pieces were found thrown into a lake as part of offerings, dated from the second century BCE.[footnoteRef:4] In the case of Ireland, a number of pre-Christian cult sites were found in what is now the counties Meath, Kildare and Armagh. These sites shared signs of religious/ritualistic purposes, such as sacrificial remnants, elaborate structures and no signs of long-term habitation.[footnoteRef:5] There does exist one drawback to these discoveries: it is unknown whether or not these finds came originally from the Celts. There is a possibility that these artefacts and sites came from a people present on the British Isles prior to the Celts arrival. The reason they are generally considered Celtic is due to the lack of a clear sign of interruption between them and the times of the Romans and Middle Ages that could indicate a change in the population.[footnoteRef:6] [4:  Maier, p.143]  [5:  Maier, p.142]  [6:  Maier, p. 143] 

However, for the opposing side of the argument, the question “Were there Celts on the British Isles?” and “Are the modern Celts, Celtic?” are two very different questions, and the previously mentioned evidence tends to answer the former rather than the latter. The argument of the modern ‘Celtic’ languages being descendants of earlier Celtic languages does not necessarily constitute them being Celtic themselves. For example, the population of modern-day Belgium primarily speak either Dutch or French, with a small minority speaking German. These people speak the language of another country, but they are still Belgian, not French or Dutch. Applying this to the ‘Celtic’ nations, speaking a Celtic language may not mean being Celtic. There is the possibility that the Celts passed on their language to non-Celts and it was them who brought it into the modern day.
[bookmark: _Int_SLONceUB]Another argument against these nations being Celtic is that there are no evident features or customs that originate from Celtic culture, and the ones that supposedly do and which are commonly promoted as being such are actually more modern, primarily commercially focused creations. Alongside this, when modern crafts resurrect supposedly Celtic crafts, they actually create a modernised adaptation of the La Tène style, removing the traditional native craft.[footnoteRef:7] This removal of traditional Celtic practice means that the modern ‘Celtic’ nations are lacking a crucial cultural and traditional link that could solidify their position as descendants of the Celts. [7:  Maier, pp. 281-282] 

No historical source ever referred to the inhabitants of Britain and Ireland as Celtic, but that does not necessarily mean they were not Celtic. After all, there is certainty in the statement that the Celtic language was brought to these islands from Europe and had replaced the previously spoken language, and there is a report from Caesar of the Belgic tribes migrating to Britain, along with the Romans regarding the inhabitants of both Britain and Ireland as being related to the Gauls.[footnoteRef:8] [footnoteRef:9] This implies two things: that whilst it’s never explicitly stated that Britain and Ireland were Celtic, it is stated that a Celtic tribe migrated there, and that the inhabitants were at least related to a Celtic tribe. Assuming no interruption in the population of Britain and Ireland, this would make the modern ‘Celtic’ nations the descendants of either a migratory Celtic tribe or a people related to a Celtic tribe.  [8:  Maier, p. 143]  [9:  Encyclopaedia Brittanica, Celt, https://www.britannica.com/topic/Celt-people] 

Overall, the use of the label Celtic for the modern ‘Celtic’ nations is one of plausibility but still consists of issues. The lack of any historical source referring to them as Celtic as well as the lack of preserved tradition would imply that the modern nations are in fact not Celtic, however, the languages sharing ancestors in the Goidelic and Brythonic families, the archaeological discoveries of artefacts and sites that are highly likely to be of Celtic origin and Caeser’s report of Belgic migration to the islands, as well as the Roman belief of the islands’ inhabitants being related to Celts shows that there was, with certainty, a significant Celtic influence on Britain and Ireland.
There is a notable amount of evidence that the Celts were in fact present on Britain and Ireland, potentially for a substantial amount of time. However, there is a possibility that these Celts are not who the modern ‘Celtic’ nations are descended from, especially considering some of the notable Celtic artefacts were found in England and not Wales, Scotland or Cornwall.
Linguistically, the languages spoken in the ‘Celtic’ nations on Britain and Ireland are almost certainly descendants of the Celtic languages, even if the languages were adopted by non-Celts and it was them who had passed them down into the modern day.
[bookmark: _Int_FBbh54Z8]Archaeologically, as previously mentioned, there are a number of artefacts and sites found across the islands of Britain and Ireland that closely resemble Celtic artefacts and sites
Giving the label of ‘Celtic’ to nations such as Wales or Cornwall is ultimately fair and reasonable, so long as the fact that the possibility remains that these nations were historically only influenced by the Celts and are not Celtic themselves. Proclaiming the ‘Celtic’ nations on Britain and Ireland to be irrefutably Celtic without accepting the possibility of the opposite.
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