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Using a theme or traditional tale as a stimulus, consider how you might embed the six areas of learning and experience and the four purposes (Donaldson) in an integrated, cross-curricular approach.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Throughout this essay I will attempt to demonstrate how using a theme can promote a cross curricular approach to teach a variety of areas of learning and experience recommended by Dr Graham Donaldson’s report of Successful Futures. The theme chosen for this essay will be Roses and Royals with a focus on the Tudor dynasty and King Henry Tudor VII. The theme and activities will target year six pupils within Key Stage 2. 
Cross-curricular can be defined as “linkages between the language and skills of more than one discipline” (Barnes, 2015, p.49). Barnes suggests that children can not learn a skill from just one curriculum subject, but they learn skills from a combination of subjects. Barnes supports this by saying “I describe and appreciate the cherry tree outside using a combination of geographical, artistic, poetic, philosophical and historical vocabularies” (Driscoll, Lambirth and Roden, 2015, p.261). Also, cross-curricular can be defined as “denoting or relating to an approach to a topic that includes contributions from several different disciplines and viewpoints” (Collins, no date). Cross-curricular teaching should enable pupils to use knowledge from different areas of learning and apply this to everyday life. Barnes supports this as he states that “The world beyond the classroom is cross-curricular”. This shows that in everyday life children will use skills in a cross-curricular approach. 
Barnes states that good practice of cross-curricular planning and teaching can result in “building individual and group motivation, sustaining interest and raising standards” (Barnes, 2015, p.63). This shows that when teachers take time and plan carefully to teach using a cross-curricular approach there will be improvements in aspects such as social interaction, concentration and improvements within the children’s’ work. Poor practice of cross-curricular planning and teaching can result in disadvantages which will affect the children and lead to poor results. Barnes supports this by saying that poor practice can be “confusing, misleading, contributing new misconceptions and also by failing to provide a moral context for learning” (Barnes, 2015, p.63). 
This part of the essay will show how the chosen theme will promote a cross-curricular approach through the six Areas of Learning and Experience. The theme will promote Literacy, Numeracy and Digital Competence through a cross-curricular approach by including skills from the Literacy and Numeracy Framework (LNF) and the Digital Competence Framework (DCF). “Literacy, numeracy and digital competence should be Cross-curriculum Responsibilities for all teachers” (Donaldson, 2015, p.40). This suggests that in all lessons and activities there should be elements of literacy, numeracy and digital competence skills. Furthermore, this theme will promote the Curriculum Cymreig (YCC) as there is a focus on King Henry VII who was born in Wales and how Wales changed during the Tudor rule.   
Barnes identifies eight different cross curricular approaches. However, those that are being promoted within this theme are Hierarchical cross-curricular teaching as “methods aimed at achieving progress in one discipline by also teaching aspects of another” (Barnes, 2015, p.66). This is supported as the theme of Roses and Royals promotes the history subject throughout which is located within the Humanities area of learning and experience. The theme will teach aspects of other areas of learning such as Expressive Arts. As stated, Humanities is the focus as the theme is history based, however the children will develop skills from a range of other areas of learning. Also, this theme promotes Barnes’ ‘Theme based cross curricular approach’ as the theme will be used to “generate exploration through the eyes of several different subjects” (Barnes, 2015, p.69). This cross-curricular approach gives teachers the ability to explore the theme and integrate a range of skills from different subjects. 
There have been a range of different cross-curricular approaches that have been tested and reviewed within primary and secondary schools. Talking from experience of cross-curricular teaching. Teachers, students and pupils were “positive about the cross-curricular approach” (Creative Partnerships, no date). “Learning was reinforced across different subjects and brought together in a way that made sense of the world” (Creative Partnerships, no date). However, a disadvantage to cross-curricular teaching is that teachers are not given enough time to teach it effectively. Sir Jim Rose states that “there is too much prescribed content in the current curriculum”. This shows that within the current curriculum there is too much to teach effectively. 
For the first activity the children will be given portraits of different monarchs. These monarchs will include Owain ap Maredudd ap Tewdwr, Edmund Tudor, Margaret Beaufort, Henry Tudor and Elizabeth York. They will be challenged to use a range of sources such as iPads, Chromebooks and Books to find information on each of their characters. The children will then store the information onto a Padlet document on the iPads and reference where they found the information. In groups the children will take on the role of one character and introduce themselves to the class and present their information. They must use the information to work out the correct chronological order that they must introduce themselves in. 
This activity will promote the Humanities area of learning and experience. Humanities will be developed as the activity includes the history and geography subjects. The range from the history subject that are to be used in this lesson will give the pupils the opportunity to study “the daily life of people living either in the Age of the Princes or in the time of the Tudors or the time of the Stuarts” (DCELLS, 2013, p.12). The children will develop a variety of historical skills from this lesson. These skills include historical knowledge and understanding, chronological awareness and organisation and communication. 
Also, children will develop skills from the LNF. The literacy strand of the framework will be developed as the children will “speak clearly, using formal language, varying expression, tone and volume, to keep listeners interested” (Welsh Government, 2014). The numeracy strand of the framework will be developed as the children will “transfer mathematical skills to a variety of contexts and everyday situations” (Welsh Government, 2014). The Curriculum Cymreig (YCC) will be developed throughout this activity as the children will develop their knowledge of welsh characters that were present within the Tudor dynasty. The aim of the YCC in this activity will help the children “feel a heightened sense of belonging to their local community and country” (Welsh Assembly Government, 2003, p.2). The children will develop skills from the DCF as they will reference where they found the information about their characters. The frameworks states that year six pupils should “cite all sources when researching” (Welsh Government, 2016). 
The second activity will be a visit to Pembroke Castle. The visit allows the students to “experience a more holistic, integrated picture of the information” (Berer, 2016). Throughout the visit the children will complete a range of activities at the castle. The first part of the activity will include the children going to the Henry VII tower, where they will learn about the birthplace and history of King Henry VII and the War of the Roses. The children will then sketch the Tudor rose from observing it on the wall. Once the children have completed the sketch, they will then be asked to create their own version of the Tudor rose, this part of the activity will give children the opportunity to be creative. Creativity is “beneficial to improving intellectual and cognitive skills in children, especially skills such as problem solving, imagination and critical thinking” (EFL, 2017). The second part of the activity will require the children to participate in Tudor dancing. This includes working in pairs to learn a simple dance that involves stepping and swaying from side to side with actions. 
This school visit will promote the Humanities and Expressive Arts areas of learning and experience. Humanities will be developed as the activities focus of learning is historical knowledge and understanding. The children will develop this skill as they will be given the opportunity to “recognise the characteristic features of the periods, situations and societies studied and the diversity of experience within each one” (DCELLS, 2008a, p.14). Expressive Arts will be developed as within the first activity of the school visit, while the children are creating their own version of the Tudor Rose, they will be given the opportunity to “explore, experiment with and apply the elements of the visual, tactile and sensory language of art, craft and design” (DCELLS, 2008b, p.13). The Expressive Arts will be developed further throughout the visit as during the Tudor dancing they will have the opportunity to “perform and develop an appreciation of movement from different traditions, times and places, including some traditional dances from Wales” (DCELLS, 2008c, p13). 
Also, throughout this activity the children will develop skills from the LNF. Throughout the visit the children will develop their literacy skills. The children will be given opportunities to “contribute purposefully to group discussion to achieve agreed outcomes” (Welsh Government, 2014), while completing the three activities of the school visit. Furthermore, the YCC will be developed as the children will obtain more knowledge about their community, location and traditions. The Welsh Government states in the YCC that children should be “Gaining knowledge of one’s own community and its values and traditions” in the themes and lessons.  
Moreover, this activity will promote the Reggio Emilia approach which states that “children learn how to become full and active participants in the greater, outside environment” (Learning and Teaching Scotland, 2006, p18), this approach is promoted more dominantly within the Foundation Phase of schools as they learn the importance of outdoor play. This approach will cross over into Key Stage 2, specifically for this activity as the children will be spending the day away from the classroom environment. 
The theme of Roses and Royals will support Lev Vygotsky’s social development theory and his themes of social interaction, the more knowledgeable other and the Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD). This will be done as within the both activities the children will work in groups and pairs supporting the social interaction which Vygotsky believes “plays a fundamental role in the process of cognitive development” (Learning Theories, no date). Also, the children will use a range of resources such as Chromebooks, iPads, text books and sources from Pembroke Castle. These resources can be known as the ‘More Knowledgeable Other’ as they may have a “better understanding or a higher ability level than the learner” (Learning Theories, no date). Resources given to the children will give the children “guidance and encouragement from a skilled partner” (McLeod, 2018). Vygotsky states that the partner is not required to be a person but can be a computer. 
Furthermore, the theme will promote aspects of all four of Donaldson’s purposes of the new curriculum which will be implemented into schools as from April 2019. Firstly, Donaldson states that “all our children and young people will be ethical informed citizens” (Donaldson, 2015, p.30). This will be promoted as throughout the theme the children will become “knowledgeable about their culture, community, society and the world, now and in the past” (Donaldson, 2015, p.30), while they research the birth place of the monarchs, visit Pembroke Castle, learn about the history of King Henry VII and the War of Roses and learn how to dance a traditional Tudor dance. Secondly, the purpose that “all our children and young people will be enterprising, creative contributors” (Donaldson, 2015, p.29), will be promoted within the theme as the children will “lead and play different roles in teams effectively and responsibly” (Donaldson, 2015, p.29), while children take on the role of a monarch and present information to the class. Thirdly, the purpose that “all our children and young people will be ambitious, capable learners” (Donaldson, 2015, p29). This will be promoted during the duration of the theme as the children will be “building up a body of knowledge and have the skills to connect and apply that knowledge in different contexts” (Donaldson, 2015, p.29), during the theme the children will build a wide range of knowledge of the past where they can use it through everyday life. Lastly, Donaldson’s final purpose states that “all our children and young people will be health, confident individuals” (Donaldson, 2015, p.30), will be promoted through the theme as they will “take part in physical activity” (Donaldson, 2015, p.30), this will be present specifically in the second activity where the children will observe, learn and participate in the traditional Tudor dance when visiting Pembroke Castle.

To conclude, there are a variety of ways in which cross-curricular can be implemented into a theme and therefore teaching with a cross-curricular approach is beneficial to teachers and pupils. Donaldson has introduced the six areas as a chance to develop a range of skills from different subjects and core skills such as those from the DCF and LNF under one area of learning and experience to take with them and use in everyday life. Teachers must ensure that planning cross-curricular lessons are done effectively to not allow misconception and confusing. However, resulting in children being motivated and growing in confidence while learning. “The curriculum structure needs to ensure that children and young people develop high levels of competence in these aspects and have frequent opportunities to develop, extend and apply them across the curriculum” (Donaldson 2015, p.40)
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