Summary of problem 

The current issue listed is a proposed name for a future company. This could become an issue due to the rules and regulations surrounding names available for companies. 

Key words or phrases 

· Co-op - This is a business or organization that is run and controlled by its members. The members are the people that all decide on how the co-op is run
· Sole trader - This is a self-employed individual in which they run and work for themselves 
· Partnership - A partnership is a business relationship between multiple individuals with the shared goal of making money. Further information about this can be found in the partnership act 1890
· Co-operative and Community Benefit Societies Act (Northern Ireland) 1969 - An Act to consolidate with amendments the provisions of certain enactments relating to industrial and provident societies and to apply those provisions with modifications to credit unions.
· Business Names Act 1985 - This is an act that is made to make it easier for people you deal with to know who you are when selecting a company name.
· Co-operative and Community Benefit Societies Act 2014 - An Act to consolidate certain enactments relating to co-operative societies, community benefit societies and other societies registered or treated as registered under the Industrial and Provident Societies Act 1965, with amendments to give effect to recommendations of the Law Commission and the Scottish Law Commission.
· Companies Act 2006 - This is a piece of legislation that dictates how companies are founded, run, and financed within the UK

Research trail 

· https://www.gov.uk/limited-company-formation/choose-company-name#:~:text=Trading%20names&text=This%20is%20known%20as%20a,expression%20unless%20you%20get%20permission - Choose a company name 
· [bookmark: _Int_xNPKoa7t]https://www.gov.uk/search-for-trademark - Search for a trade mark 
· https://www.uk.coop/start-new-co-op/start/choosing-name-your-co-op - 5.4 Choosing a name for your co-op 
· https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/incorporation-and-names/annex-a-sensitive-words-and-expressions-or-words-that-could-imply-a-connection-with-government - Annex A: Sensitive words and expressions that require prior approval to use in a company or business name
· https://www.legislation.gov.uk/apni/1969/24 - Co-operative and Community Benefit Societies Act (Northern Ireland) 1969
· https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1985/7/enacted - Business Names Act 1985
· https://find-and-update.company-information.service.gov.uk/company-name-availability?q=Carmarthen+Farmers’+Co-operative - Company name availability checker
· [bookmark: _Int_4HmliHTV]https://www.uk.coop/start-new-co-op - co op formation
· https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/14/contents - Co-operative and Community Benefit Societies Act 2014
· https://www.farminguk.com/content/knowledge/Report-on-the-co-operative-farming-sector(7247-4337-2098-8613).pdf - Agricultural co-operatives
· https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/46/contents - Companies Act 2006
· [bookmark: _Int_nRImPV81]https://brightshire.co.uk/managing-your-farm-sole-trader-partnerships-or-limited-company/ - Managing your farm: sole trader, partnerships or limited company?
· https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1350508419888900 - Agricultural cooperatives remaining competitive in a globalized food system: At what cost to members, the cooperative movement and food sustainability? 
· https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0743016717301869 - Going back to go forwards? From multi-stakeholder cooperatives to Open Cooperatives in food and farming 
· https://www.wageningenacademic.com/doi/abs/10.22434/IFAMR2020.0175 - Exploring multiple drivers of cooperative governance: a paired case comparison of vegetable growing cooperatives in the UK and China 
· https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1970245 - A Co-Operative Path to Food Security in the UK 
· https://openaccess.city.ac.uk/id/eprint/6721/ - To co-op or not to co-op: a case study of food co-ops in England 
· https://www.thenews.coop/co-operatives-uk-calls-for-clarity-on-farming-after-brexit/ - Co-operatives UK calls for clarity on farming after Brexit 
· https://www.thisismoney.co.uk/money/news/article-2033430/Farmers-set-ops-deal-supermarkets.html - Farmers can set up co-ops to deal with the supermarkets
· https://www.gov.uk/set-up-sole-trader#:~:text=You%27re%20self-employed%20if,any%20losses%20your%20business%20makes. - Set up as a sole trader 
· https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/Vict/53-54/39/contents - Partnership Act 1890 
· https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2014/3140/contents/made - The Company, Limited Liability Partnership and Business Names (Sensitive Words and Expressions) Regulations 2014
· https://www.1stformations.co.uk/blog/limited-company-names-everything-you-need-to-know/#:~:text=Making%20reference%20to%20a%20geographical,official%20body%20or%20administrative%20authority. - What guidelines do you need to follow when you create a limited company name?
· https://www.gov.uk/guidance/model-articles-of-association-for-limited-companies - Model articles of association for limited companies 

Research findings 

In short, the chosen name for the company “Carmarthen Farmers’ Co-operative’ is available and usable for the proposed company if certain conditions are met regarding the type of company that is created and slight amendments.
 To begin when choosing a name for a company the first action recommended is to go to the government website Search for a trademark (Government Digital Service, 2012) to check if it is available. This site is a database of trademarked company names listed within the UK, meaning that if no other companies show up when searching your preferred name, it is available for your use. Moving forward from that, another aspect of choosing a company name is dictated by the Business Names act (1985). One aspect of this that will be needed to enable the chosen name is to indicate the type of business this will be. In this regard I am referring to dictating if the business is a limited or publicly traded company. Under The Company, Limited Liability Partnership and Business Names Sensitive Words and Expressions Regulations (2014) as well as previously mentioned business names act (1985) a private company limited by shares needs to include ‘limited’ within the name, it can be abbreviated to ‘Ltd’ for shorthand. It is the same for publicly traded companies to include ‘Publicly limited company’ or ‘Plc’ if abbreviated. 

  Following on from this after checking with the Annex A Sensitive words and expressions page also found at the government website (Annex A: Sensitive words and expressions that require prior approval to use in a company or business name, no date) in order to use the word ‘co-operative’ within the chosen name the company would need to be run in a very specific way. Some important mentions include ‘be owned and controlled by its members, employees, or customers,’ ‘members should participate in its economic activity,’ ‘any application to use this word in a business name should include a copy of the rules or constitution document.’
 
 The final aspect of the name is the use of ‘Carmarthen.’ Under the Companies Act (2006 P5 S54) it discusses using names that could be misconstrued to be part of governmental infrastructure. Or in short appear to the outside to be part of the government, an example being part of the NHS. Under this legislation S54. 3 states that ‘Regulations under this section are subject to affirmative resolution procedure.’ This means a governmental body like the Secretary of State at Companies House will review and approve if the stated name is within guidelines and usable. 

Advice to client 

To begin to fulfill your chosen company name the most ideal situation would be to form a co-op company. The basics of forming a co-op company are the same as a standard company, however there are some separate changes and legal regulations that must be contended with. A good resource that explains in detail what a co-op is and how to form them is this site Co-operatives UK (5.4 Choosing a name for your co-op | Co-operatives UK, no date). When forming any company one of the most important aspects is the articles of association. These are the rules and goals of a company. These rules are also permanent except for very rare instances. Unless you specifically wish to have certain rules and goals you can find ‘model articles’ that are typically used. However, due to the circumstances and goal of this business it is necessary to use specific articles to gain the recognition of being a co-op. Under the Co-operative and Community Benefit Societies Act (2014) Part 2 S10 - 29 include many rules that are necessary to class the company as a co-op. Overall regarding the articles it is highly recommended to get a solicitor involved when forming these articles. This is due to how important they are to get right, and the permanent effects are.

  Next, regarding the business classification and type of business you wish to construct, the current recommendation would be to create a privately traded company. This is due to the specialized goal of said company. As it is aimed at the relationship between supermarkets and farmers, it is easier to contain members whose interests align in this regard. If it were a Publicly Traded company, it could negatively affect the goal. The legislation surrounding this topic can be found in the Company Act (2006 Part 1). Furthermore a few more positives regarding Co-operatives being ‘Ltds’ offer flexibility in terms of governance structure and operational decisions. Cooperatives can tailor the company's structure to suit their specific needs and objectives. Compared to PLCs, LTDs have fewer regulatory requirements and less public disclosure obligations, which can reduce administrative burdens and costs. However, on the other hand Private limited companies do have certain benefits such as the ability to gain more capital quickly, this is due to its ability to advertise its shares to the public. For a Co-op this is a good way to gain money for expansion or big projects. While both types of the company are beneficial in different ways for the currently stated Goal, it would be more beneficial to be a ‘Ltd’ company. 

 Furthermore, regarding the name as stated previously, it is checked by an administrative body to avoid associations with the national government. Another aspect of this law that can be found described on this website Co-operatives UK which is a website built to provide information surrounding this form of business (5.4 Choosing a name for your co-op | Co-operatives UK, no date). Is the idea that the company name needs to reflect its character and ‘geographical area it will operate in.’ Going along these lines, it may be prudent to switch from “Carmarthen Farmers’ Co-operative” to “Carmarthenshire Farmers’ Co-operative.” This change could be more accurate and gives the ability for growth, allowing skeptical farmers to join later. 

 Overall, in short, the advice being that firstly, when forming this proposed company hire a solicitor to work on the Articles of association. Use the Co-operative and Community Benefit Societies Act (2014 Part 2 S10 - 29) as a guide and be clear with the solicitor that the company being formed is a Co-operative. Next when deciding the classification of said company, it would be prudent to begin as a ‘Ltd’ company as it would be more manageable. Also, it would allow better synchronicity and faster action to reach shared goals. The final piece of advice regarding the name, is the change from ‘Carmarthen’ to ‘Carmarthenshire.’ This is because it could be more accurate and allow the company to grow and absorb potentially more members into said company. 
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