Give a detailed account of Alexander’s encounter with Talestris in the sources and include analysis of reasons for the differences. Focus upon Walter of Chatillon, Alexandreis 8.1-48; Quintus Curtius Rufus 6.5.24-32; and Historia de preliis pp77-9.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Alexander the Great’s alleged meeting with Queen Thalestris of the Amazons is marked within Alexander Romance, particularly in the works of Walter of Châtillon’s Alexandreis, Quintus Curtius Rufus’ Historiae Alexandri Magni, and the Leo of Naples’ Historia de preliis.[footnoteRef:1] The perception of the meeting between Thalestris and Alexander differs between later sources, and the information presented in each can be analysed to explore whether accounts are sources of historical writing or literary narrative.  [1:  Walter of Châtillon, Alexandreis. 8.1-48.
Curt. Historiae Alexandri Magni. 6.5.24-32. 
Leo of Naples, Historia de Preliis, pp.77-9. ] 

It seems significant to firstly consider the description each source gives of the Amazon Queen Thalestris, the Roman historian Quintus Curtius Rufus, provides an in-depth account of the meeting between Alexander and Thalestris in his work the Historiae Alexandri Magni, written in the first century. Curtius describes Thalestris to have leaped from her horse carrying two spears in her right hand, wearing clothing that left one side nude as far as her breast with the rest of her body concealed, and notes that whilst one breast nourished children the other had been removed for improved bow use and spear hurling.[footnoteRef:2] Lloyd Gunderson states Curtius does not place Alexander in the centre of his work, instead focusing upon more minor characters, perhaps explaining Curtius’ seemingly vivid description of Thalestris and the Amazons.[footnoteRef:3] The description of the Amazons as given by Curtius appears almost identically in the twelfth-century French writer and theologian Walter of Châtillon’s Alexandreis, composed in the late-twelfth century. Walter’s account appears as being perhaps more poetic yet condensed in its description of the Amazon Thalestris, and Maura Lafferty notes that some sections of the Alexandreis are copied somewhat exactly.[footnoteRef:4] Interestingly, the Alexandreis is likely to have been dedicated to William of Champagne, and Lafferty notes that the first letters of each book spell his Latinised name ‘Guillermus’, thus drawing comparison between William and Alexander the Great.[footnoteRef:5]  [2:  Curt. Historiae Alexandri Magni. 6.5.26-8.]  [3:  Gunderson, 1982, p.177. ]  [4:  Lafferty, 2011, p.185. ]  [5:  Lafferty, 2011, p.178.] 

The circumstances through which Alexander and Thalestris are noted to have met differ only slightly between sources, with the Historia de preliis omitting the event completely from Alexander Romance. Quintus Curtius Rufus details that upon reaching the boundaries of Hyrcania, Thalestris is “fired with a desire to visit the king” and goes to him at once with an escort of Amazons.[footnoteRef:6] Daniel Ogden highlights Curtius’ emphasis on Thalestris’ lust for Alexander and it being the reason for their meeting, something that translates also into the work of Walter of Châtillon.[footnoteRef:7] Walter of Châtillon describes Thalestris’ lust for Alexander as being “aflame with her desire to see the king”, an almost exact copy of Curtius’ work. Maura Lafferty notes that the Alexandreis is notable for “intertextual allusion” and relies therefore upon his audience’s pre-existing knowledge and iconography of the Middle Ages, perhaps giving rise to a shortened and less heavily narrated account.[footnoteRef:8] The Alexandreis adds in addition to her desire for Alexander that Thalestris had “come to fill her womb”, a detail Curtius focuses on in more depth with a greater understanding of the customs of the Amazons.[footnoteRef:9] The Alexandreis is a significant source for understanding the continued reception of the Alexander Romance into the Middle Ages, however it becomes clear that the continuation of the story of Alexander appears with little evidence of twelfth-century influence.   [6:  Curt. Historiae Alexandri Magni. 6.5.25 ]  [7:  Ogden, 2011, p.147.]  [8:  Lafferty, 2011, pp.185-194. ]  [9:  Walter of Châtillon, Alexandreis. 8.44.] 

Furthermore, Walter of Châtillon’s Alexandreis follows closely the account of Alexander and Thalestris’ meeting as found in the work of Quintus Curtius Rufus. Curtius describes that “with fearless expression Thalestris gazed at the king, carefully surveying his person which did not by any means correspond to the fame of his exploits.”[footnoteRef:10] The description of Thalestris’ initial reaction to Alexander is virtually identical in both Walter of Châtillon and Curtius Rufus, however not being entirely prominent within the Historia de preliis. Walter of Châtillon writes that “Talestris marvelled that his meagre body / ill fit his frame, and silently she pondered / where the great virtue of the unvanquished prince / might lie concealed.”[footnoteRef:11] Both narratives then continue to highlight that Thalestris spends thirteen days with Alexander before returning home, it seems worthy of note that despite Curtius presenting the meeting between Alexander and Thalestris as somewhat of an arrangement for the production of an heir, the romantic tone of the narrative is undeniable. Maura Lafferty notes that this particular scene is likely to have been intended to be humorous and suggest that both Curtius and Walter of Châtillon were not writing solely for the purpose of historical narrative.[footnoteRef:12] [10:  Curt. Historiae Alexandri Magni. 6.5.29]  [11:  Walter of Châtillon, Alexandreis. 8.29-32. ]  [12:  Lafferty, 2011, p.197.] 

In contrast to the above-mentioned literary sources detailing the encounter between Alexander and Thalestris, the tenth-century work Historia de preliis by Leo of Naples disproves their meeting entirely, instead detailing the interaction between Alexander and Thalestris through letters. The circumstances under which Alexander and Thalestris correspond differ greatly from the “burning desire” featured in Walter of Châtillon and Quintus Curtius Rufus. The Historia de preliis seemingly suggests that Alexander had threatened Thalestris into submitting to his authority, “I command you to pay me tribute if you do not wish me to come against you and inflict some harm upon you.”[footnoteRef:13] Throughout the series of letters exchanged between Alexander and Thalestris, there is very little to indicate the two actually met one another, and it does differentiate greatly from the above mentioned sources. When consulting the above works as part of the Alexander Romance tradition, the Historia de preliis does not seem romantic in conjunction with contemporary conventions of romantic literature. It cannot be assumed that the period in which literary sources are composed would affect scepticism surrounding Alexander’s meeting with Thalestris, considering Walter of Châtillon’s Alexandreis was composed two centuries later.  [13:  Leo of Naples, Historia de preliis, p.77.] 

When considering the differences between the sources, it becomes clear that the author’s purpose for writing impacts the description of Alexander and Thalestris’ meeting, or lack thereof. Quintus Curtius Rufus presents his work as a historical narrative, suggesting therefore that he would intend to include as much historical information as possible, further explaining the depth through which Thalestris and the Amazons are described. In addition to this, Walter of Châtillon was writing under theological influence and is likely to have weaved Curtius’ historical narrative with his own theological compositions. As mentioned above, the differences between the sources are not simply identifiable in relation to their time period. 
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