Rachel Thomas 1502363 – Reflective Report
In this reflective report I will aim to discuss elements of my learning experience at Bro Pedr Primary School that I found were successful and interesting, but also the things that I found needed improvement. I will ensure that I discuss the events which I found to have influenced my time there. Perhaps my main aim, whilst at Bro Pedr Primary School, was to ensure that I included areas of my university teaching that could be transferred to my microteaching session and class observation. Using the ARC reflection model, I will attempt to fully assess my experience within my time on this placement[footnoteRef:1]. I also want to evaluate the effectiveness of my microteaching lesson that I planned and presented to the year 3 class at Bro Pedr Primary school.  [1:  The Assisted Reflective Conclusions (ARC) model of reflection was created from a synthesis of research into the field (Rolfe, 2001, Gibbs, 1988, Kolb, 1984).] 

Within my ongoing placement at Bro Pedr, I have been able to observe and take part in activities and lessons within the differing age groups of both Key Stage 1 and 2. However, my main focus, and the place I spent the majority of my learning time, was in a Year 3 class. Being able to follow the learning framework for this class gave me an fantastic insight into the day-to-day learning development of the pupils and therefore helped me to recognise the progression of the variety of students within the classroom environment.
 The first thing I focused upon, once I arrived at Bro Pedr, was to document my observational experience within a diary. This form of work allowed me to provide a concise reference guide of my  perspective of the various teaching practices and the learners’ responses. This area of reflection has allowed me to successfully review both effective and ineffective teaching methods. I found that the most effective practices involved projecting a confident and memorable lesson that instilled a sense of achievement for the pupils, whilst also being relevant to their framework.
Within my observational experience, I was able to work alongside the teachers and the teaching assistants and follow the day-to day routine, and observe how it differed between year groups. For example, in the Year 3 classroom, the teacher had separated the class into easily manageable sets. This allowed for learners of a similar ability to be grouped together. This arrangement allowed for the members of the class to have certain set target, obtainable by all members of the set. This encouraged the pupils to strive to reach a level of understanding similar to their peers which can be recognised and assessed by the teachers.
 However, one issue that I found was that some of the lower-level groups were overachieving their targets for their set. Despite this, some of these pupils achievements were not recognised so they were not placed into a higher set, more appropriate for their level of work.  This became more apparent the closer I worked and observed this particular group. This insight into the set system gave me a good understanding of the strengths and weaknesses of this form of class management. However, I have only been with this particular Year 3 class since November 2017, and only visit the school once a week, so my conclusions are based off this limited observation. I suspect that I may alter my conclusions if I observed different classes of this year group, using this set system, within different schools. 
Whilst with the Year 3 class, I was told to help the group of students that were struggling the most with their work. I found that one student, in particular, struggled with the teacher’s explanations and failed to grasp the topic. In this situation, I was able to step in and explain the subject matter at a level that the pupil was able to understand more successfully. Alongside this, I ensured that this child practiced the topic every day to ensure that they had fully grasped the methodology and solidified their ability and knowledge to the same level as the group above. To do this, I used a white board and pen to routinely test the pupil to consolidate the learning. In future lessons, this pupil was provided with another set of difficult maths questions from the teacher, using the methods I had taught, they succeeded where they had previously struggled. I do realise that this form of teaching, especially in such large classes, is not efficient, nor practical, but I did find that it was far more successful than the methods originally presented to the class.  
Using my observations and experiences in the classroom, I wanted to ensure that my microteaching session would prove stimulating and informative. To achieve this, I planned to carry out a presentation with different explanations tailored to the different learning abilities of the students. In order for this method of teaching to be effective, I needed to wholly understand the differing ways that the learners tend to recall and digest the information given. On reflection, I believe my microteaching lesson proved effective in this matter, as I had a good response and contribution from pupils of the class. Alongside this, the students were able to demonstrate clear focus, on the activity, as they understood the task, which the absence of misbehaviour proved. My successes here will most certainly be expanded on in the future. By drawing the pupils attention, yet also allowing free thought and engagement, I ensured that the pupils are able to guide their own creative learning to a stage that they felt confident. The providing of practical activities, that are simple in understanding, yet stimulating, clearly encouraged progress and the development of their learning.  
For the first activity, I used a PowerPoint presentation, on the subject of wildlife and habitats, that displayed a concise and visually compelling use of wording which encouraged the pupils to engage with their peer groups and form discussions, as well as improving their ability to listen. I ensured that, once I’d presented the information, I took time with each group, making sure there was a clear understanding of the task. Whilst engaging with certain pupils, who are typically quiet and quite shy, I found that they enjoyed my practical group activities. Upon reflection, I noticed that these activities most certainly helped with their confidence in the group setting. It provided the students with the opportunity to learn from one another and absorb different points made from their peers, something which I deem as very important. Although I did not focus my session through independent learning, I thought that practical group work functioned well within this particular classroom environment. If I were to lead another microteaching session again, I may look to use a less practical approach to compare the differences in pupil satisfaction to the practical group methods I used in this case. 
For the second part of my session, I carried on using PowerPoint, as I believe this was the best format to display the content as it was heavily image based. The images used allowed me to explain and discuss the definition of a habitat and the differences between an ecosystem and the environment. I also demonstrated which habitats can be found in different environments across the country and showed the pupils what they could find in their garden. This is believed important, as I wanted them to continue their learning in the home environment. Presenting my session in this manner enabled the pupils to progress with their thirty-minute practical activity positively, as they were equipped with a detailed visual knowledge and understanding of animals and their habitats. Once the short presentation concluded, I was able to set up work stations for each group which enabled me to easily observe the groups as mentioned previously. I found that the lower-level ability pupils needed prompting and guidance from staff, which was expected, as they did show some lack some confidence at the start of this activity. However, the more able students seemed to maintain a good level of focus on the task and were able to present some great ideas. The students appeared very communicative and were able to deliver their thoughts and ideas well. I did find that the higher tier leaners seemed to thrive in the practical environment I had created, and active participation within both tasks demonstrated it. My delivery of the first activity prompted group competitiveness, so I ensured the second activity allowed the pupils to show a much more focussed approach.
Through reflection of both my observational sessions and microteaching episode I have been able to build a comprehensive understanding of teaching methods and used this to consider further teaching developments.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Using the Arc Model of reflection, I have been able to draw upon my experiences, in my placement at Bro Pedr Primary School, whilst identifying and evaluating my skills and methods of learning. From this assessment I have been able to create conclusions and analysis that I can draw upon and alter in future experiences to expand and improve my teaching practices.


