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Identify an object  
The artefact I have a strong connection with is the artist Grandson. I would like to mainly focus on the idea of identity throughout this essay, conveniently, the artist has a song based around this topic. However, I will also be investigating other songs that my grandson has produced. “Tell me what you tryna hide And what you runnin' from inside 'Cause I got a surprise We might not make it to the mornin'” grandson (2020) ‘Dirty’, Death of an optimist [Spotify]. United States, Elektra records. Available at: https://open.spotify.com/album/0n5LA95QYWAs9wwkkA8Sji (Accessed on 21 December 2020).

Personal Connections - 
I personally found that their song “Identity” is of an important significance to me and the greater society of mainly youths; but also, it could be for all ages. I find that due to the song being based around finding a point to being happy and trying to find his identity throughout the song - I just like many other people can found it difficult to discover my path and who I am; people are constantly changing and always finding out new things about themselves, building a new identity after new experiences. Therefore, I find that this song is relatable in the fact that I am still finding my identity, as my environment and experiences are constantly changing but pressure from others make it seem like you should already know who you are - even when you are still young. People, especially younger generations, are still trying to find their place in the world and are not entirely sure on how to do that. Another big problem with the rise of social media and peoples “artificial lives”, these fake lives forcing the younger generations to believe that they have already failed their lives at an early age - which again I felt pressure from, I found the song “Identity” really helped me to understand that it can take people their whole lives to discover who they are or want to be. “‘Who do you think you are?’ Is a question that strikes at the heart of identity.” (Lawler, 2014. p45) this quote directly addresses the one true question of identity, who each person is on an individual basis and as stated within the song “identity” by grandson and in my own opinion, most people are still trying to find their individual identity. Another song I do also relate to is “Dirty” by grandson; it is questioning everyone listening to the song about changing the system, do they really want to stand up for the things they love and defend it. To further this, the album itself was released in 2020, during this global pandemic, meaning it discusses and brings awareness to things like voter oppression and human rights, which I feel very strongly about. “Dirty” is one of the more positive songs, although it has a nostalgic and slightly retro style in the music video, it overall inspired me to stand up for what I believe in before it's too late, for example some of the lyrics are “Is it time to lead or is it time to die? Time to raise hell or walk on by?” which personally tells me to stand up for my rights as a human being, stand up for freedom of speech and to have unlimited possibilities in my life. “People in the West conventionally counterpose being an (authentic) identity against doing an identity (performing).” (Lawler, 2014. p116). I feel this quote is significant because in the west at least there is an undertone of a fake it until you make it culture, in which the facade of being yourself is valid. As children and teenagers, we are constantly told to be ourselves unless we are not good enough for the society built around us. This then affects the “weaker” members of the society and their mental state. Thus, these “weaker” individuals are forced into hiding their real identities or forced to seek new ones causing them to constantly live not knowing who or what they really are and are subsequently denied self-purpose. 



Observational Analysis 
There are a lot of elements in this song and in particular its music video, firstly the singer “Grandson” sits in a bus filled with mannequins showing that even if he feels unique everyone around him is the same and he is alone, still trying to find out who he is and why he is “different”. Another part to focus which is a major element to the music video is the barcode tattoo that all the mannequins have and that the singer himself is almost forced to get. This barcode tattoo shows that everybody in society is a number to both corporations and governments alike, he wanted to be seen as a person, with his own individual thoughts, not just as another number in the world. Identity itself is a strange topic, which is hardly spoken about within today's generation. The modern world is growing with the aging population, where the age of retirement continues to rise every year. This is due to the multiple developments in health and social pharmaceuticals, as well as the advancements in different technologies. This links to the barcode visuals in the music video, there are so many people in this world, that hardly anyone is noticed - we are all just there, seen as numbers to the government, each living our individual lives; we don’t realise how little our life actually means in comparison to everything else going on around us; like I said previously, we are all just a number. “Kin-group membership epitomises the collectivity of identity” (Jenkins, 2008. p86) This quote reinforces the point that every human must belong to a group to have a purpose in the society built around each individual, in doing this a person is forced to choose between their own individuality or that of the groups. Manchester united versus Arsenal, Democrat or Republican, us or them? With each group growing largely more and more violent and dismissive of the other side and their virtues. 

Societal ‘Universal’ Themes 
It is my belief that people within my generation have no real identity and with this also feel that they have no real purpose. I feel as we grow older our identities develop within these “kin-groups” and whilst this helps the many who fit in this “kin-group” and “us versus them” mentality it is then that within the kin groups it can destroy a small but growing fraction of individuals. More and more social anxieties, or “weaknesses” as these groups would call them, there are an increasing amount of people suffering. These people suffer with a purposeless life and tend to then waste away playing video games and watching television shows. This happens as social anxieties and phobias develop; leaving the individual left out. This happens because the individual is pushed out of any or all social groups they try to meet. Consequently, they can no longer develop an identity within a group. This in turn forces the individual to search for their identity and even begin to question themselves as they begin to mask their true selves to “fit in” to a society that denies them access unless they do. “Social anxiety disorder (SAD) is characterised by an intense fear of social or performance situations, in which an individual might be embarrassed or humiliated.” (Gee, 2012. p304).” Researchers have found that individuals who are high in social anxiety are perceived more negatively by others.” (Gee, 2012. p304). This shows the concept that, those individuals with SAD, are much less likely to be viewed as a member of a “kin-group” forcing them into a life of isolation if they do not use a facade. However, if they do begin to use a facade this then forces the individual to question their identity. Thus, breaking one's sense of self, their purpose, and their self-worth. Like a passenger, in their own body, they will go about their day on an almost autopilot like state. This problem has become much bigger as the ageing population grows larger and more people are forced out of these groups - as jobs and activity positions are taken by individuals who have been doing them for years. This forces a seemingly endless cycle of individuals who have SAD, develop the anxious part of themselves and those without it, contracting the anxieties to varying degrees.






Making Wider Connections 
As a connection NF, Nathan Feuerstein, the American solo artist is a good example of someone who has used his lack of self and his own self-hatred to help push his career to great heights. However, this is not done for money - instead, his music is his own way of dealing with his anxieties. He then also uses this music to try and help his audience as best he can. However, it is also my belief that, at least to a certain extent, all artists are still trying to find themselves, they use their music, and the ever-changing society to help them develop their music, with their own emotions and what their audience is likely to be struggling with, they end up creating a piece of music that helps so many individuals feel like its ok to not know who you are yet.
Conclusion
In conclusion I think that there are too many people in this world who believe that they lack any form of identity and believe that they must belong to a group. However, I also believe that this is not the case and that an individual can be whoever they want to be
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