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	Title of Dissertation:
AN INVESTIGATION OF THE SIGNIFICANCE OF ASTRONOMY AND ASTROLOGY IN THE MEDICAL TEXTS OF HIPPOCRATES AND GALEN

	Aims and Objectives:
This dissertation intends to consider to what extent astronomy and astrology played a part in the medicine of Hippocrates and Galen.  Adopting the categorization of natural and judicial astrology, this dissertation will aim to establish the ways in which the sky can be seen to have influenced medical theory and practice in the Hippocratic and Galenic corpuses.  A comparison of the usage of astronomy and astrology in Hippocrates and Galen will be made, and it will be suggested that, although the approaches may initially appear different, when closely analysed they have more in common than a first reading might suggest.  

	Abstract

Medical astrology was popular in the medieval period, and much of the astrological and medical basis for this discipline was established in the classical period.  Yet, the study of medical astrology in Graeco-Roman antiquity remains a largely untapped source.  Whilst some modern scholarship has touched upon the issue of medical astrology in Galen, most notably in the works of Glen M. Cooper and Vivian Nutton, there is little material on medical astrology in Hippocrates, even in the landmark study of Hippocrates by Jacques Jouanna.  There has been no systematic, rigorous study of the ways in which astronomy and astrology influenced the medicine of two of the most influential figures in what is often referred to as the ‘rationalization’ of medicine in antiquity, and it this dissertation aims, in a very small way, to contribute to the discussion of this subject.  

	Methodology

This dissertation will be library based and will adopt an historical approach.  This will involve extensive handling of ancient Graeco-Roman texts, mostly of a medical nature, some of which do not have an English translation and are only available in their Greek or Latin original.  English translations of Galen’s texts that survive in Arabic will also be used.  Extensive use of secondary sources will also be made.  There is no fieldwork component to this dissertation.  
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	Time Schedule:

My intention is to have the research proposal signed off by the end of November 2013, with the dissertation itself nearing completion by the end of summer 2014, to enable me sufficient time for proofreading, formatting and corrections before submitting in January 2015. 
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DR DORIAN GIESELER GREENBAUM
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This is not a final, unchanging proposal, but is intended for discussion as part of the first stage of your research, to clarify your ideas and make sure your proposed research is realistic.

You may insert footnotes in the text as these will both let us know you are on the right track, but also assist your preparations.

Aim of the Research Project: 

What would you like to research? Outline the purpose of your research project and consider its possible contribution to the academic understanding of your subject matter. What questions would you most like your research to answer? As a guide allow 50 – 150 words for this.
Abstract

All academic dissertations include an abstract. In practice this is difficult to complete until the dissertation is complete. 

However, in this section consider the academic rationale for your research. What is the background to your research? What wider problem in scholarship or knowledge are you addressing? What is the relevance of your work to wider areas of scholarship and previous work in the field? You can include relevant references. 
Short Introductory Bibliography 1. Secondary Sources
What are the main scholarly works (secondary sources) which would underpin your research question? You need about ten academic books or articles. Please give full citations. If they are especially important, mention them in your abstract. If you are doing qualitative research please include some references on methodology, as you would have encountered in the Research methods module, for example on interview technique or questionnaire design.
Short Introductory Bibliography: 2. Primary sources 

This is vital for text-based research. What are the principal primary sources and/or materials you would use in your research? Please give full citations. Remember, primary sources are the original documents, texts or artefacts which you are researching. If these are books or articles, give full citations. If your research is text-based, aim to include about ten. If they are especially important, mention them in your abstract. If your research is into Sacred Geography or Archaeoastronomy, or if you are undertaking qualitative research, the primary text sources may be limited or non-existent.  Your primary source may be landscape, sky or people. 
Methodology:

How are you going to research your topic? Outline your research methodology: for example, library based or fieldwork (interviews, questionnaires or participant observation), and historical, sociological, anthropological. Include relevant references. If you are conducting qualitative research, such as interviews of questionnaires, please say something about your proposed target group, and how you plan to proceed.
