


Part A
A first attending officer is the first official person at the scene of a crime, which does tend to be a police officer. ‘The initial responding officer(s) shall promptly, yet cautiously, approach and enter crime scenes, remaining observant of any persons, vehicles, events, potential evidence, and environmental conditions.’ (Reno et al. 1999, p.22).
Their job is very important as they have to assess the situation and report back. To make sure that the relevant people can come and help with the crime scene. And that could be people like crime scene investigators and more police officers.
Cross contamination is when particles move from one place to another. When it comes to forensics, it could be moving hairs or pieces of DNA from an officer to the crime scene. Edmond Locard in 1920 take up with some great principles about contamination and the way criminals leave behind parts of themselves. This could be with fingerprints, footprints, DNA (hair, skin, nails and blood) and teeth prints. ‘Wherever he steps, whatever he touches, whatever he leaves, even unconsciously, will serve as a silent witness against him.  Not only his fingerprints or his footprints, but his hair, the fibres from his clothes, the glass he breaks, the tool mark he leaves, the paint he scratches, the blood or semen he deposits or collects.’ https://manuals1.com/sample/pdf/C9781482223156SM.pdf 
Having control of cross contamination is important to ensure that all evidence can be used to prosecute. ‘Contamination control and preventing cross-contamination at single or multiple scenes is essential to maintaining the safety of personnel and the integrity of evidence.’ (https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/178280.pdf ) All staff who enter a crime scene must wear personal protective equipment as no matter who has been at a crime scene, they will always leave something of themselves behind. “every contact leaves a trace.” (locard- file:///C:/Users/bobat/AppData/Local/Temp/RoncacNicosia2016abstractbook.pdf )
First attending officers have a few responsibilities for when they get to a crime scene. Their first priority is to ensure that everyone at a crime scene is safe and if the victim is still alive, saving their life comes before ensuring cross contamination of a crime scene.
First attending officers also have to do an initial assessment of the crime scene to ensure they get the right people to the scene as quickly as possible. A great way of doing that is with METHANE. ‘M/ETHANE is now the recognised common model for passing incident information between services and their control rooms.’- (Jesip, 2020) https://jesip.org.uk/methane 
M in METHANE stands for Major Incident declared? A major incident is ‘An event or situation with a range of serious consequences which requires special arrangements to be implemented by one or more emergency responder agency.’ (https://www.jesip.org.uk/definitions ) E is Exact Location, which must include as much detail as possible. ‘Where possible, the grid reference or GPS coordinates should be included, along with any landmarks.’ (https://www.jesip.org.uk/uploads/media/app/Jesip-web-version/methane-info.html ) An example of this is on oxford street, Swansea, between the shop WHAT! and McDonald’s at GPS coordinates 51.620290, -3.943282. T is Type of incident, which is what has happened and if there are any crimes which have been committed.
H is Hazards present or suspected. This could be anything that is a risk, or you suspect could be a risk. Examples are gas canasters, icy roads and possible oil or chemical leaks. A is for Access and which routes are safe to use. Giving details about any use access roads, paths or even about any one-way systems. N is for Number, type and severity of casualties. E is Emergency services present and those required. Stating which services are already there and saying what services you need. These could include the police, ambulance and fire service.
They also have to check for any risks that are at the crime scene. Making sure the health and safety measures are in place, depending on where the crime scene is. Also ensuring that proper PPE is worn when at a crime scene.
The First attending officer have to inform the control room, so that they get you the right assistance that you need. This could be with getting help from CID, paramedics, crime scene investigators or other officers. They also assess all the risks at the crime scene, so whether there are chemicals/ explosives, as well as any assailants. First attending officers also have to control the scene, this is where the control any crowds and input any cordons around the crime scene. This will ensure that none of the evidence is contaminated.
Taking a record of everyone at a crime scene, can be very important as one of them could have vital information about what has happened. Also taking statements of anyone who has any information. And in the rare case that you have someone who you believe is a suspect at the crime scene straight away, then the first attending officer is responsible for arresting the suspect. 
Cordons must also be put into places to try and control the crime scene as well as knowing who has been at the scene this will help with any cross contamination and knowing who’s DNA they should find there.
Forensic science regulator lays out the factors which are included in the anti- contamination strategy. These are as follows ‘Environmental factors, cordons and scene protection, contamination risks between different parts of the same scene, use of dogs, handovers, release of a scene’ (https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/393866/206_FSR_SOC_contamination_consultation.pdf )
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) is a great way to stop cross contamination when it comes to all staff at a crime scene, including the first attending officer. 
if the first attending officer ensures that they do not touch anything at the scene of the crime where possible, this will ensure that limited cross contamination. Only valid reasons for first attending officer to touch or move anything at the scene of a crime is when a victim needs help (if they are still alive).
body worn cameras are a very useful tool when it comes to crime scenes, as it can count as another piece of evidence. It will also help in knowing what members of staff have been at the scene. If any DNA of any staff is found at the scene, body worn video will help in identifying it was there before or after the staff had been there. 
According to the European Network of Forensic Science Institutes (2012) there are minimum preventative measures to help reduce cross contamination. The right protective clothing must be worn this is also known as PPE and disposable equipment like gloves, masks and swabs etc. must be changed between each crime scene. They also recommend decontaminating all equipment after use. Another way to help with cross contamination is to make sure different vehicles, officers and rooms are used for each suspect. 
Ensuring that all recovered items are labelled and kept separately, so that nothing can get mixed up. Another thing you have to be careful with is local environmental factors such as weather, pollen and dust. Last of all ensuring that none of the evidence is reopened until in a controlled condition in a laboratory. They must be packed and sealed correctly.
http://library.college.police.uk/docs/appref/ENFSI-BPM-v1_0.pdf 
To conclude cross contamination is something that first attending officers have to be aware of as they will need to try and prevent as much contamination as possible. This can come in any forms and is very different in every scene they go to. If it is the case that an officer has to help save someone’s life they are not going to be thinking about cross contamination, they are going to be concentrating on saving someone’s life. Most of the time cross contamination should not be a massive problem for first attending officer. The have to be careful when it come to putting in cordons and making sure they allow enough space, so they include all pieces of evidence.
There are many ways to help stop cross contamination. But if a first attending officer did not secure the scene, put in cordons and talk to people at the scene. Then there could be contaminated evidence and loss of witnesses and suspects. This could result in no reliable evidence and could result in no prosecution. 
Part B
[bookmark: _Hlk55594137]This essay will be discussing forensic recovery and examination and following it is strategies, policies and procedures. When it comes to forensic recovery and examination crime scene investigators are the people who collect the evidence and ensure that there is no cross contamination. Crime scene investigators also known as ‘CSIs examine crime scenes to gather forensic evidence that will ultimately lead to the detection and prosecution of criminals.’ (https://www.nottinghamshire.police.uk/site-page/what-crime-scene-investigator )
Most of the legislation surrounding forensic recovery and examination is in common law. It is managed by Forensic science regulator in a codes of practice and conduct. This gives anyone working in forensic science guidance on the best ways to do their job.
When securing the scene of a crime there are certain strategies which are involved. Ensuring there are cordons around the scene is vital as well as making sure there is plenty of room. Making the perimeter bigger than need will be helpful. Having officers at strategic points to ensure a secure crime scene. They will also be helpful to keep the public away from the scene.
When It comes to putting search strategies in place there are four main search methods spiral, grid, strip or line and quadrant or zone. These are all great strategies when it comes to ensuring that all evidence is recorded and collected. Each strategy will suit each crime scene differently. An example of this is with a house, going room by room and check each room with a line search method. 
Each type of crime scene will require different strategies. But there is a basis for all crime scenes, which is to assess, document, process then close. When assessing the scene of a crime there is a basic strategy which is to work out what the crime was committed and secure the scene with a perimeter. Then to work out which items need to be documented and process.
Then when it comes to documenting the scene the crime scene investigators will need to make notes with descriptions of the scene and any piece of evidence. As well as photographing and sketching the scene and evidence.
Once the scene has been fully documented, it is then processed. all evidence is collected, this can be done by swabbing, fingerprint lifts and bagged. As well as physical evidence, people are also processed. This could be witnesses, friends or family all of these people could help in finding a resolution to the crime.
Once the scene is processes the scene is then closed and all evidence and statements are taken to be further exanimated. 
[bookmark: _Hlk55594150]Crime scene investigators must wear personal protective equipment (PPE) at all times when at a crime scene. According to ….. Crime scene investigators are required to wear the following personal protective equipment, Two pairs of gloves, masks, oversuit, overshoes and mob cap or hairnet. https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/393866/206_FSR_SOC_contamination_consultation.pdf
PPE has to be worn because it stops cross contamination and also helps to protect the crime scene investigators from getting anything of them. 
Crime scene investigators have to carry a lot of equipment with them to every crime scene. Crime scene investigators carry a camera so they can take photographs of all of the crime scene and evidence. They also carry bodily fluid collection kit which helps the crime scene investigators to collect any blood, semen and Saliva. Disposal tweezers are used by crime scene investigators to help stop cross contamination from each piece of evidence. Another example of a piece of equipment that crime scene investigators use to help stop cross contamination is plastic resealable bags which they will have various sizes. This helps keep everything separate so that any evidence on the items can be got at a later stage.
https://nij.ojp.gov/topics/articles/equipment-needed-crime-scene-investigation 
Logs are very important when it comes to crime scenes. Logs are used for staff coming in and out the crime scene. As well as logs for the evidence that gets collected at a crime scene, this is to ensure that all evidence gets back safely so they can be exanimated.
[bookmark: _Hlk55594170]Logs will consist of ‘Arrival date, Time of arrival, Name, Identification and Unit numbers, Organization (if not with the investigating department), Reason for being at the scene.’ (https://www.nist.gov/system/files/documents/forensics/Crime-Scene-Investigation.pdf )

https://www.unodc.org/documents/scientific/Crime_scene_awareness__Ebook.pdf 
documentation starts from the minute the first person is at the scene.
According to …. Documentation is used a lot at crime scenes, crime scene investigators document many different things such as how the scene looks at a first look, arrival and depture times, how doors and windows were found and any smells. As well as all evidence being documented by taking pictures, making notes, measuring the scene and items and even sketches of the crime scene. This evidence is only recorded after the scene as a whole is recorded, notes and pictures are taken of the scene. Every piece of evidence is measured, photographed, have notes and description of them and then finally collected. Any movement of evidence is documented and labelled to ensure it is safe and that it can be analysed. When there is a change in staff at a crime scene, all information is transferred from one person to the next and they also briefed about what has happened and what needs to be done.
Policies are important to ensure that everything is done correctly in a safe and proper way.

[bookmark: _Hlk55594187]
https://online.campbellsville.edu/infographics/7-steps-of-a-crime-scene-investigation/ 
There are many procedures that crime scene investigators and other staff at crime scenes have to follow.  First, they have to work out which areas of the scene are relevant and create a perimeter around, this needs to be big enough so allowing extra space is always a good idea. As well as ensuring that the main part of the scene is identified. Then having security at the crime scene is important to ensure that no random members of the public go to close to the scene. Also taping off the perimeter so there is a physical barrier. Creating a plan of how to approach the scene and ensuring that all staff are kept in the loop with all communications. Identifying what crime has been committed and if there are any extra resources that are needed.
Checking the weather forecast is vital especially when the crime scene is outdoors. This will help you to gain a time frame of how quickly you need to work at the scene and get all evidence collected. Also identifying any other factors which might slow down the process. Then doing the first survey of the crime scene, where crime scene investigators will take photos of the scene as well as identifying what piece of evidence are important. Following the proper procedures throughout is important especially when processing the scene. Collecting evidence and documenting it is vital to make sure that everything is accounted for.
Once all evidence is collected doing a double check and walk through of the scene can be beneficial to ensure all evidence is collected and that nothing as been missed. All evidence must be logged, this will be done with detailed description to go with all photographs that were taken. All evidence must also have a clear chain of custody, so that staff know exactly where all evidence is.
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/393866/206_FSR_SOC_contamination_consultation.pdf 

To conclude there are various methods used in forensic recovery and examination when it comes to evidence. Many of the policies are there to protect all staff and help be able to track evidence. There are also many strategies and procedures used to recover evidence from crime scenes. Which help crime scene investigators to be able to do their job efficiently. All of this helps in finding criminals and getting answers for the victims and their friends and family. There is a lot of planning and thought that goes on when working at a crime scene, which has to abide by common law and codes of practice.
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