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Title of Dissertation:
A Study on the Phenomenon of Buddhism Spreading in China: Taking the
Transformation of Naga to Loong as an Example

Aims and Objectives:

How to spread Chinese culture to the outside world is an important issue in China's
diplomacy. Buddhism from India, after taking root and sprouting in China, gave birth to
Chinese Buddhism with Chinese characteristics, which continued to spread to East Asia
and Southeast Asia. In modern times, Buddhism was spread in the West, but its scale and
influence were not significant. How to spread it is worth studying in the academic
community.

Loong is a successful case of the sinicization of Buddhism. This article aims to
analyze the origin and influence of Loong in Chinese Buddhism and explore the

dissemination strategies of Buddhism.

Abstract (approximately 500 words):

Loong culture is a special phenomenon that runs through the entire history of China.

Born in the Neolithic Age, it is still active in people's lives to this day. In the process of




spreading to China, Indian Buddhism combined its original Naga totem with the Chinese
Loong, not only injecting new content into Chinese dragon culture and continuing its
vitality, but also promoting the development and growth of Chinese Buddhism. It is a
successful case of the localization of Buddhism, and its dissemination process precisely
reflects the development trajectory of Chinese Buddhism.

This article takes the Buddhist Loong totem as an index and uses it as a case study to
summarize the dissemination strategies of Buddhism, providing a path reference for the
external dissemination of contemporary Buddhism.

Keywords: Loong, Naga, Sinicization of Buddhism, Religious Communication

The paper is mainly divided into five chapters for research:

Chapter 1 Introduction (1200 characters)

1. Research Origin and Purpose (Dream of Loong, the positioning of academy of
sinology)

2. Previous research status (The research on Loong is abundant, but there is few
little combine with doctrine and communication)

3. Methodology (Literature analysis )

Chapter 2 Overview of the dissemination of ancient Chinese Buddhism (1300

characters)

1. Communication subject (Buddhist scriptures, monks, imperial power, scholars,

and the general public)

2. Communication path (Explained with some examples)

Chapter 3 From Naga to Loong (3000 characters)

1. The Chinese Loong culture before the entry of Buddhism (Brief introduction,

previous research has been conducted)

2. Naga in early Buddhism (Origin, characteristics, status, symbol and metaphor)




3. Translation and transformation from Naga to Loong (The reason of translation of
the word, and why people kept fixed on this translation. What scriptures it appears
during the Buddhism dissemination)

Chapter 4 Communication phenomena after Naga became Loong (3000

characters) (Long tail effect)

1. Organic integration with local culture (Buddhism integrates with Confucian and
Taoist traditions, Loong god worship and changes in image)

2. Star icon (Loong king and Loong girl; Differences in influence between dragons
and other dharma protector tribes)

3. Combined with imperial power (Embodying imperial power be convinced to
Buddhism)

4. Folk belief (Meeting the needs of the mass)

5. Derivatives by literati

Chapter 5 Conclusion (1500 characters) (7The inspiration of this case for the

external dissemination of Buddhism)

1. Communication strategy (7he development of Buddhist Loong totem has been
lengthy and participatory, but this case reflects the dissemination strategy of the entire
religious subject)

2. Audience awareness

3. Further studies
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