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HPHI7011: Screening the Past: Film and History – Ancient, Medieval and Modern:

Activity: ‘Summarise Rosenstone’s ideas about what makes Oliver Stone a filmmaker historian in four or ten bullet points’

Robert A. Rosenstone, History of Film/Film in History (Harlow, Essex: Longman/Pearson, 2006) pp. 1-1-10, 111-113, 154-164. 

· The film/sequence is based upon historic events, see ‘Syracuse University’ early May, 1970
· Rosenstone raises issue within what sense is the filmmaker a historian (Vietnam films)
· “I do not think of myself as a cinematic historian now or ever…’ (Stone 2000: 40). – pp. 128
· ‘Maybe Oliver Stone is a kind of griot for a new visual age. A person who, in a sense, makes history by making myths, and makes myths in order to tell truths.’—pp. 147 etc., further reading completed:

Oliver Stone, ‘We Were Not The Good Guys Anymore,’ The Massachusetts Review 29:3 (1988) pp. 423-427.

Marita Sturken, ‘Reenactment, Fantasy, and the Paranoia of History: Oliver Stone’s Docudramas,’ History and Theory 36:4 (1997), pp. 64-79.



