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pass the civil service examination or write in such a way as to distinguish myself
among the literati, I am more than familiar with the works of our ancient sages,

the art of good government, and the principle whereby the livelihood of our

people can be improved. Besides, I have studied Western subjects and have been

more than proficient in one particular discipline [medicine]. Knowing that Your
Excellency is interested in the cultivation of talent and the employment of talent

whenever one is found, I would like to enlist myself as one of the candidates,

at a time when all men of conscience must rise to meet the urgent challenge of
our time.. ..


