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Poverty is an increasing issue within society with more that 1 in 5 people in the United Kingdom (21%) were in poverty in 2022/23 -14.3 million people. Of these 8.1 million were working age adults,4.3 million were children and 1.9 million were pensioners. Around two in every 10 adults are living in poverty in the United Kingdom, with about 3 in every 10 children being in poverty (Joseph Rowntree Foundation 2025) In this essay we will be discussing all the issues that come with poverty and how they all interlink with one another. Poverty is increasing dramatically since the cost-of-living crisis (Webster, Neal, 2022)

Wolff, J, (2019) states that “Poverty is often defined as lacking the financial resources to meet a set of basic needs” this means that people in today's society lack the financial means to maintain a comfortable life, for example not being paid enough of a wage to maintain normal bills such Electricity and Gas. With the cost of living rising intensively people are struggling now more than ever. People are now having to rely more on food banks than ever before, food bank usage has increased dramatically in the United Kingdom since 2010 (Sosenko, Bramley, Bhattacharjee, 2022). Poverty has an impact on several everyday issues that we face today such as the social aspects. If people grew up in poverty for example “coming from a less fortunate family” then they are more likely to face the same poverty issues in adulthood such as unemployability and crime, this having been said is not the case for every young person who has grown up around poverty.  Crime is a massive poverty issue because if people cannot afford the basics in life, such as food then they will be more likely to turn to crime so that they do not go hungry. A child is more likely to be socially excluded if they live in poverty due to their parents and or carers not being able to afford clubs for the child such as dance class, therefore the child with be socially excluded (Hallerodd, Larsson, 2008). Weak social security is linked in with being socially excluded because if the area that you live in is poor and has a poor sense of security then you are more likely to feel unsafe and in a state of poverty. 
Health issues are all interlinked with poverty such as a poor state of housing in which a person lives in can have a profound effect on one's health, for example if a person lives in a home which has a vast amount of Damp condensation and or Mold they are more likely to experience health complications such as respiratory issues (peat, Dickerson, Li, 2007) Many people who live in poverty will not have the means to access a hospital such as not being able to afford transportation to the hospital and or home for from the hospital, they will therefore have to rely on public transportation which is not very reliable and still incurs a cost to access, If the person then cannot access the hospitals because of these reason they will make their health condition worsen therefore putting more pressure on the nation health service and having more complications with their own health, even though they may not intend for this to happen, (Buchmueller, Jacobson, Wold, 2006) Preventing teenage pregnancies by having a better understanding around sex education is more encouraged now but if someone is suffering in poor poverty and does not access this education then teenage pregnancies will be the more likely outcome (Paton, Bullivant, Soto, 2020)
Climate change plays a big part in poverty such as flooding, not only in the poorer countries but also in the United Kingdom. These floods have a dramatic knock-on effect to people who live in less advanced homes such as council properties or even first-time home buyers. It takes a lot for someone to save enough money to put down a deposit on a new or first-time home even years and then for that home to be destroyed during a flood is devastating (Hallegatte, Rozenberg, 2017) Same goes for local and small businesses, if there business gets flooded multiple times they are more than likely to have to replace equipment with would be costly and therefor get even deeper into poverty due to these reasonings as the business owner would have to pay out a substantial amount of money to cover the costs. 
Education can be a factor of poverty because if a person was in extreme poverty, then they would be less likely to access education such as universities due to the lack of funds and basic educational knowledge. Woman and girls from less advanced countries are less likely to access education due to the males being the main priority for education as the males would be the main bread winners who would provide for the home, also the cost that is incurred with a woman and or girl accessing school or education such as the recourses like books and pens also there would be a cost for the uniform and textbooks, most young girls and woman would not be able to access education due to being carers for siblings and having a vast amount of household duties. Gender roles play a massive part in girls and or woman accessing education due to them having to prioritise domestic responsibilities above everything else. Safety concerns would be another factor for girls and or woman accessing education due to harassment or fear of violence (Plessis 2025). Younge people will have difficulties in accessing education due to a lack of rescores available to them for example additional learning needs, if a young person has come from a poorer background and has additional learning needs they are more likely to not pursue higher education due to being scared and or unaware of where to access the appropriate help and support, although as a nation accessing help and support is getting easier there will still be the lack of education needed for a person to access higher education (Treviranus, Roberts 2008)

Low paid jobs are another major issue when it comes to poverty, if a person is on a low income, then they will not be able to afford the basics such as food and or paying essential bills such as Electricity and Gas. This puts them in a poverty trap and is hard to get out of, (Mussida,Sciulli 2025) People who are on zero-hour contracts with work and or are in part time employment are more at risk of poverty due to not being able to sustain a regular income and having to rely more on other members of the household to maintain bill payments and the basic living needs (Horemans 2018) 
Here are a few statistics regarding poverty according to (Francis-Devine 2025) 15% of people in the United Kingdom were in absolute low income before housing cost in 2023/2024, and 18% were in absolute low income (absolute poverty) after housing costs.  
[bookmark: _Int_XUVmHijb][bookmark: _Int_0APpAYaq]4.3 million children across the United Kingdom live in relative poverty that is (30% of all children) Childhood poverty most prevalent in Wales North West, North East of England (Loughborough university, 2024) (McFarlen, 2024)
In 2014, Oxfam began a campaign in the fight against inequality, then in 2015, world leaders agreed to set out a new list of global goals to fight against poverty these goals are, to reduce economic and gender inequality, to protect the planet and to bring peace to all by 2030 (Mariotti, Chiara, Spoors, Claire 2019) 
Poverty is such a complex issue due to having many factors that contribute to this such as the issues that we have talked about in this essay for example, Health related issues, educational issues, Environmental issues and the social implications that come with poverty. 
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