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Critically consider the role played by power and control in the (re)production of inequality for a group of your choosing.
The purpose of this essay is to address the role that is played by both power and control in relation to the reproduction of inequality of violence against women [hereafter VAW]. In order to do this, definitions of the key terms related to this essay will be put forward. Furthermore, an introduction to the issue at hand will be put forward to gain a clear understanding of its severity. However, to discover how the social reproduction of VAW takes place, it is important to discuss the different ways women have experienced violence in previous years. It is also important to note how VAW has reproduced over the years to become what it is today; therefore, this is something else to be discussed within the essay. Power and control will then be applied to the issue of VAW to determine its role when it comes to the reproduction of this inequality. Something else that this essay will consider is recommendations to determine what needs to be done in response to VAW today. Finally, a conclusion will be put forward which will consider how VAW is reproduced but also the role that power and control play in this.
When referring to social reproduction, Katz (2001) puts forward the fact that it consists of “the fleshy, messy, and indeterminate stuff of everyday life” (p.711). Furthermore, Katz (2001) adds that in relation to the groups that individuals are a part of through preference or through birth, gaining and embracing these groups’ traditions, collective knowledge and ideals is what social reproduction is comprised of. On the other hand, Strauss (2013) puts forward that when it comes to the preservation as well as reproduction of people and cultures over the years, social reproduction is utilised in order to indicate the differing procedures concerned with doing this. Therefore, this is the definition that will be used within this essay.
The next definition to note is VAW. For example, when looking at what is meant by VAW, Article 1 of the Declaration on the Elimination against Women (United Nations General Assembly, 1993) provides a definition. For example, they refer to it as being any instance of violence that is gender-related (United Nations General Assembly, 1993, Art.1). However, it must lead to or have a likelihood of leading to “physical, sexual or psychological harm or suffering to a woman” (United Nations General Assembly, 1993, Art.1). This relates to a definition noted by Office for National Statistics [hereafter ONS] (2023a) who refers to violence against women and girls as an overarching concept. This concept is used with the purpose of addressing various forms of abuse impacting a higher amount of both women and girls in comparison to both men and boys (ONS, 2023a). These include different variations such as sexual assault as well as female genital mutilation (ONS, 2023a). Something to consider in relation to this is the fact that something which is innately intersectional in essence is violence against women and girls (Schmid et al., 2024). This is demonstrated through the way that certain groups of women have an increased risk of experiencing violence as a result of inequalities stemming from features like ethnicity and disability (Schmid et al., 2024). It is then acknowledged by Schmid et al., (2024) that these women’s access to justice, assistance and security is additionally impeded.
Other key terms to assess within this essay are power as well as control. Power is commonly viewed in daily life as being owned by an individual yet exerted over other individuals (Christensen, 2024).  A type of power that will be relevant to the nature of this essay is legitimate power. This is defined by French and Raven (1959, p.153) as being the power that derives “from internalised values in P which dictate that O has a legitimate right to influence P” (p.153). In addition, there is a duty for P to welcome the influence in question (French & Raven, 1959, p.153). The next element to consider is control, and a type of control to address is social control. In terms of a definition of social control, it is the “ways in which society responds to behaviour and people it regards as deviant, problematic, worrying, threatening, troublesome or undesirable in some way or another” (Cohen, 1985, cited in Rosten & Smette, 2023). In terms of individuals that move away from the norm, it is these individuals who Vinitzky-Seroussi (2000) believe that social control is for. One type of social control to mention is informal control which Jiang et al., (2007) refers to unofficial regulatory bodies. Examples include associates and family (Jiang et al., 2007). In terms of formal control, Jiang et al., (2007) defined it as being when control is inflicted through legislation and/or brought about by official regulatory bodies. In the context of the criminal justice system, it refers to different sections such as the court of law as well as the police (Jiang et al., 2007).
The next element to discuss is the issue at hand which consists of VAW. Oxfam (n.d.) put forward the fact that in relation to both inequality and discrimination, women are challenged globally every day of the week. This is supported by Schmid et al., (2024) who notes that within the UK, something which continues to be a constant issue is inequalities relating to gender. In relation to these inequalities, the ultimate indication of its source and repercussions is violence against both girls and women (Schmid et al., 2024). According to Flood and Pease (2009), when it comes to VAW, something which has been a major concern is attitudes. However, it is important to note that there are key laws in place noting the rights of women, such as the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women (United Nations General Assembly, 1993). Within Article 3, it refers to the equal opportunity to enjoy and the security of each and every human right and basic rights when it comes to all fields, and states that those who have the right to this are women (United Nations General Assembly, 1993, Art.3). An example of one of these rights which is particularly relevant to the essay is “the right not to be subjected to torture, or other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment” (United Nations General Assembly, 1993, Art.3). Therefore, this provides an insight into the issue of VAW despite the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women (United Nations General Assembly, 1993) being in place.
In order to demonstrate the social reproduction of VAW, it’s important to consider the situation over the years up until today’s society. A very old source dating back to 1736 written by Hale (1736, p.629) put forward that as a result of being a married couple, a husband who rapes his wife will be innocent. In addition, a complete lack of support was experienced in Britain throughout the 1940s and 1950s by women enduring domestic abuse (Hague & Wilson, 2000). Williamson (2017) puts forward the fact that in relation to sexual abuse against women, there was limited regard held by mostly male politicians during the 1950s and 1960s. In addition to this, it wasn’t until the second half of the 1970s whereby the issue of violence against wives was concentrated on by the media (Tierney, 1982). 
However, Tierney (1982) went on to note how in 1971 in England, Chiswick Women’s Aid was formed, which was the earliest thoroughly promoted shelter for abused women. When it came to shelters mostly supporting both impoverished women who were working-class and their children, there were around 150 within England that was advocated by the National Women’s Aid Federation by 1980 (Johnson, 1981, cited in Tierney, 1982, p.207). The severity of the situation in its entirety is demonstrated through the fact that a woman could be raped by her English husband without having to worry about judicial penalties up until the point of the 1990s (Williamson, 2017). It is also noted how something which wasn’t deemed a criminal offence at one time was violence perpetrated by men against women (Casey, 2023). Instead, it was handled as a flash of anger in need of time to settle down (Casey, 2023). Today, this is deemed as being unjustifiable (Casey, 2023). From these points, we can see how women experienced forms of abuse and violence in previous years.
It is now essential to consider how VAW has reproduced into today’s society in various ways. Sexual assault and rape is the first example to analyse which demonstrates how VAW has reproduced and therefore still occurs today. For example, at the end of March 2022, in terms of those who were 16 years old and over and had an experience of sexual assault, there was approximately 798,000 women as reported by The Crime Survey for England and Wales [hereafter CSEW] (ONS, 2023b). In terms of disclosing sexual assault, it was demonstrated by the CSEW how in relation to the number of victims who had disclosed to the police regarding the incident when the years finishing March 2017 and March 2020 were merged, it was 16% (ONS, 2021). Being ashamed was the most frequent justification as to why there was no disclosure to the police from the individual (ONS, 2021). Something else to note is the fact that Victim Support (2024) discovered from the victim-survivors of sexual abuse within their study that in relation to all stages of their case being taken to court, their general experience was poor. In addition, when it came to the criminal justice procedure, at every phase there was insufficient announcements and information communicated by the candidates (Victim Support, 2024). This demonstrates that even in cases where sexual violence is reported, difficulties are still experienced by women.
Something else to analyse when discussing the reproduction of VAW into today’s society is female genital mutilation [hereafter FGM]. According to Home Office (2019), FGM involves the external genital organs of the female and procedures relating to its entire or partial excision. It also consists of any further injury in terms of the female genitalia without there being a medical justification for it (Home Office, 2019). In relation to the health of a woman, there can be grave repercussions as a result of FGM (Home Office, 2019). Death can be the outcome in certain circumstances (Home Office, 2019). The law relating to these points is the Female Genital Mutilation Act 2003. However, despite the Female Genital Mutilation Act 2003 having been in place since 2003, there is evidence to prove that FGM continues to exist within society today. For example, NHS Digital (2021) reported how in terms of the number of individual girls and women who possessed an attendance whereby there was a recognition of FGM between April 2020 and March 2021, 5,395 individuals were counted. 
The final example to mention demonstrating the reproduction of VAW is domestic abuse. At the end of March 2024, when it came to those who were 16 years old and beyond, there were approximately 1.6 million women who had an experience of domestic abuse according to CSEW (ONS, 2024). This is occurring despite the Domestic Abuse Act 2021 being in place. Something else to consider is the Domestic Violence Disclosure Scheme, which also goes by the name of Clare’s Law (Home Office, 2024). As a result of this scheme, information can be passed on by the police with regards to a current significant other or a previous significant others’ abusive or hostile past behaviour to any possible victims of domestic abuse (Home Office, 2024). This shows that something has been put in place to prevent situations of VAW from occurring. Furthermore, Walby and Towers (2018) refers to domestic abuse as being different things. For example, they refer to it as being a significant type of coercion as well as a grave harmful crime (Walby & Towers, 2018). It is a source of impact related to gender inequality also (Walby & Towers, 2018). Overall, it is evident that VAW has reproduced over the years as seen through these different examples.
The next important area to consider is the role that is played by power and control when it comes to the reproduction of VAW. As previously stated, Jiang et al., (2007) referred to police as being one of the official regulatory bodies within formal social control. This relates to the enquiry by International Council on Human Rights Policy [hereafter ICHRP] (2010) who mentions privately-operated systems related to formal social control and protection and states policing or privately-run prisons as examples. Therefore, from this we can see that police act as a form of formal social control. However, we can also see that they play a role in social control as a whole as ICHRP (2010) when defining social control, makes reference to the part it plays in relation to gaining conformity accompanied by fixed norms through the prevention, judgement, rectification, and punishment of disobedience. This relates to the job role of a police officer as House of Commons Library (2021) notes that, the security of society through the identification as well as the avoidance of crime is what the police forces’ key responsibility is. Therefore, we can see the role that the police have when it comes to social control.
In terms of referring back to legitimate power, Goldhamer & Shils, (1939) note how when it comes to power that is legitimate, three main types exist. For example, when it comes to legitimate power, it is seen as being legal in cases whereby legitimacy being acknowledged depends on what the oppressed people believe in relation to the orders, laws and rulings proclaimed by the individual who possesses the power (Goldhamer & Shils, 1939). This would relate to the police as it is acknowledged by College of Policing (2024) that one of the obligations of the police is enforcing the law. Therefore, from this we can see that police would have legitimate power. However, it’s important to address what is being done with this power.
There were various investigations based on policing and violence towards women and girls published within 2022 (End Violence Against Women, 2023). An overall image consisting of discrimination, institutionalised sexism and racism is produced due to these discoveries (End Violence Against Women, 2023). This allows for the police to operate without punishment (End Violence Against Women, 2023). Furthermore, a shift in culture has been regularly insisted on in the police force as well as external to the police force (Charman, 2017). This relates to the study carried out by Casey (2023) whereby one of the elements involved within this study was surveying beyond 1200 individuals within London. When it came to the Met maintaining safety for both girls and women, 51% of these women lacked the faith in relation to the Met being able to do this (Casey, 2023). This links to a separate study conducted by Yonder (2023). 42% of the candidates within the research had a negative impression of the Metropolitan Police (Yonder, 2023). Linking to this is the fact that the IOPC (2024a) state that regardless of different actions and plans, something which they are repeatedly told by their stakeholders is that in cases where victim-survivors contact the police regarding their abuse, they have a negative experience. This demonstrates the severity of the issue being presented. 
However, it is important to consider their wrongdoings. For example, the insufficiency possessed by certain complaint handlers in relation to the acknowledgement or detection of fragility is something which was labelled as a structural failure (IOPC, 2024b). Additionally, when it came to safeguarding, there was a lack of defined accountability (IOPC, 2024b). Furthermore, IOPC (2024a) note that something they want more training on is the prevention of victim blaming speech. The purpose of this is to guarantee the enhancement of encounters possessed by victim-survivors. This suggests that this is something that is currently an issue. Here it is demonstrated that although police are a form of formal control as stated by Jiang et al., (2007), they are not carrying out their job properly.
There has been a surge in public anxiety regarding the reaction of the police towards violence against women and girls, because of contemporary publicised cases and the succeeding investigations on policing (IOPC, 2024b). In order to demonstrate this, The Crown Prosecution Service (n.d.) note how it was notified that in October 2021 that Officer David Carrick, working for the Metropolitan Police, had raped a woman. There were additional offenses at the hands of this man notified by 12 more women (The Crown Prosecution Service, n.d.). Another key example to mention is the fact that an active-duty policeman kidnapped, raped and then killed Sarah Everard in March 2021 (Casey, 2023). In order to deceive Sarah Everard, this policeman utilised both his warrant card as well as his status (Casey, 2023). In relation to the Met and its past, this case was a pivotal moment (Casey, 2023). It was also a pivotal moment in relation to male violence against women (Casey, 2023). This demonstrates how the control possessed by the individuals in question has been abused. Something to consider linking to this is the fact that it is proposed by Lammers and Stapel (2011) that something which is related to power is an escalation of dehumanization. This could be linked to the cases put forward by The Crown Prosecution Service (n.d.) and Casey (2023) as these women were treated as if they weren’t humans. In addition, Lammers et al., (2010) put forward that there is a rise in hypocrisy as a result of power. The reason for this is that being in a position of authority dictates the behaviour of those of a lower standing but those with the authority are reluctant to enact these rules on themselves (Lammers et al., 2010). Overall, we can see from these examples, that these police officers have abused their legitimate power and also their role within formal social control. Therefore, this allows for women violence to continue and therefore reproduce over time.
The next thing to consider is what is being done or needs to be done in relation to the issue of VAW. It has been proposed by GOV.UK (2025) that a new countrywide policing centre that is intelligence-driven has been declared by the government. The purpose of this is so that the encounters of certain individuals can be placed in the centre of criminal investigations such as “victims of child sexual abuse, rape and sexual offences, domestic abuse and stalking” (GOV.UK, 2025). In order to give precedence to combating violence against both women and girls over Wales and England, this centre will assemble 100 employees and officers (GOV.UK, 2025). Women and girls for a prolonged time have been unsupported when it comes to crimes that unequally affect them (GOV.UK, 2025). Therefore, this will be beneficial for these individuals. 
Another point to consider is what is being done about VAW by the police. An action plan has been issued by Metropolitan Police Service (n.d.) which puts forward the alterations that have been carried out lately with the purpose of both refining their response as well as increasing trust. One of the themes within the plan is ‘rebuilding trust’ (Metropolitan Police Service, n.d.). Relating to this is the process within the criminal justice system. The research conducted by Victim Support (2024) found that those who had notified the police of the crime and been involved with the criminal justice system felt a sense of regret that they had done this. The reason for this was a result of the insufficiency of aid and announcements as well as extended delays (Victim Support, 2024). However, a recommendation they have put forward to refine experiences is that victim-survivors’ requirements are considered by criminal justice organisations (Victim Support, 2024). In addition to this is for current guidance and duties to be persistently achieved (Victim Support, 2024). Arguably this could mean that more people would report sexual assaults. The fact that another world is within the realm of possibility is the core message put forward within the work carried out by End Violence Against Women (End Violence Against Women, 2023). However, preventative efforts are something that must be prioritised (End Violence Against Women, 2023). Therefore, this is something that needs to occur to prevent VAW.
In conclusion, this essay has looked at the role of power and control in relation to the social reproduction of VAW. For example, an assessment of the nature of VAW years ago was carried out to gain a clear understanding of what it was like for women during those times. From this, the social reproduction of VAW could be seen through the different statistics issued on sexual assault (ONS, 2023b; ONS, 2021), FGM (NHS Digital, 2021) and domestic abuse (ONS, 2024). Therefore, this allowed us to see how VAW continues to exist within society today despite laws such as the Domestic Abuse Act 2021 and the Female Genital Mutilation Act 2003. Something else which was looked at was police and their role when it comes to social control, particularly formal control, and legitimate power. This was applied to the issue of VAW. For example, it was seen that the police were not carrying out their jobs properly through various studies such as the one by Yonder (2023) and IOPC (2024a). In addition, the abuse of their power was highlighted through the death of Sarah Everard as described by Casey (2023) and then the crimes committed by David Carrick (The Crown Prosecution, n.d.). One of the final elements put forward was in relation to what is being done regarding VAW and what needs to be done. For example, it has been noted that a policing centre will be put in place (GOV.UK, 2025). However, as stated by End Violence Against Women (2023), preventative efforts must be prioritised. Overall, this essay has provided an insight into the role that police have through formal social control and legitimate power in relation to the social reproduction of VAW. In conclusion, it could be said that the police cause the reproduction of VAW as they abuse the power they possess as shown by Casey (2023) and The Crown Prosecution (n.d.). 
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