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[bookmark: _GoBack]The case of Miss Sarah Jones is addressed in this memorandum. To understand the case, first we need to know the following terms:

Theft: Under section 1(1) of the Theft Act 1968, the definition of theft includes dishonestly appropriating property owing by other with the aim to permanently deprive the other of it (Theft Act 1968). The actus reus involves appropriating the property, and the mens rea is the dishonest intent for permanently depriving the owner of the property (Ormerod, 2018).

Assault: Under common law, assault is the act of recklessly or intentionally causing other individual to apprehend the unlawful force immediate infliction (Herring, 2020). The actus reus consists of causing the apprehension of force, and the mens rea is the intention or recklessness as to causing that apprehension (Ashworth & Horder, 2013).

The range of possible sentences for the alleged offences:
Theft: Sentencing for theft can range from a conditional discharge to an optimum of 7 years' imprisonment depending on the value of the stolen property and other factors (Sentencing Council, n.d.). In this case, the Gucci handbag is valued at £5,000, which may result in a higher sentence.

Assault: The optimum sentence for common assault is 6 months' imprisonment or an unlimited fine (Elliott & Quinn, 2021). The actual sentence will depend on the severity of the assault and another factors.
 
Evidence analysis & evaluation against the client:
The primary evidence against Miss Jones is PC Jenkins' testimony of witnessing the fight between Miss Jones and Miss Davies. However, there is no direct evidence linking Miss Jones to the theft of the handbag or establishing her intent to permanently deprive Miss Davies of the property. Miss Jones' claim that she found the handbag in a lane is yet to be investigated.

Evaluation of claims by Miss Davies' and the way impacting upon case of Miss Jones:

Miss Davies claims that the Gucci handbag was gifted to her by her deceased grandmother, but she does not possess a receipt or any proof of ownership. Miss Jones argues that Miss Davies could not have afforded the handbag. This creates a factual dispute which may weaken the prosecution's case if they cannot prove beyond a reasonable doubt that the handbag belonged to Miss Davies.

Explanation of pros and cons in advising the client to keep silent during the interview by police:

Advantages:
· Protects Miss Jones from self-incrimination or making statements that could be misconstrued.
· Allows time for further investigation and gathering of evidence to support her case.
Disadvantages:
· May create a perception of guilt or non-cooperation with the police.
· Limits the opportunity for Miss Jones to provide her version of events, which may impact the police investigation.
 
Factors that will take into account by court in Miss Jones' case for trial:

· The seriousness and complexity of the offences: The theft nature and assault charges and the evidence supporting them will be considered by the court.
· Miss Jones' criminal history: Her prior conviction for robbery and subsequent good behaviour during parole may be taken into account.
· The strength of the prosecution's case: If the evidence against Miss Jones is weak or circumstantial, the court may be less likely to allocate the case for trial.
· The availability and reliability of witnesses: The court will consider the testimony of PC Jenkins, Miss Davies, and any other witnesses or evidence that may be presented.
· Public interest: The court will take into account whether it is in the public interest to allocate the case for trial, given the nature of the offences and the surrounding circumstances.
 
Possible Defense Strategies and Additional Evidence:
In order to effectively defend Miss Jones, we must carefully examine the evidence and identify potential weaknesses in the prosecution's case. Additionally, we should explore other sources of evidence that could support Miss Jones' version of events and undermine Miss Davies' claims.

· CCTV footage: We should investigate whether there is any CCTV footage from the area where the handbag was allegedly found and the altercation occurred. This may help corroborate Miss Jones' claim that she found the handbag, rather than stealing it. Furthermore, the footage may provide insight into the nature of the altercation between Miss Jones and Miss Davies, shedding light on whether an assault took place.
· Witnesses: We should attempt to identify and interview any potential witnesses who were present at the scene of the incident. Their testimonies could provide additional context and support Miss Jones' account of events.
· Expert testimony: We may consider engaging a forensic expert to analyze the handbag for any evidence that could link it to Miss Davies or support Miss Jones' claim that she found it in a lane. This might include fingerprints, DNA, or other trace evidence.
· Character witnesses: In order to present a more comprehensive picture of Miss Jones' personal background and recent efforts to turn her life around, we should gather character witnesses who can testify to her involvement in the church and charitable activities. This could help establish her credibility and demonstrate that she is unlikely to have committed the alleged offences.
 
Impact of Miss Jones' Personal Background on Her Case:
Miss Jones' personal background may play a significant role in her case, as it could influence how the court perceives her character and her likelihood of committing the alleged offences. Her history of involvement in criminal activities during her teens and early twenties may work against her, as the court could see her as a repeat offender. However, her efforts to turn her life around through volunteering at the local church and engaging in charitable activities may be seen as mitigating factors. It will be crucial to emphasize her personal growth and commitment to making positive changes in her life when presenting her defense.

Conclusion
In conclusion, we should carefully consider the evidence and the strength of both Miss Jones' and Miss Davies' claims before advising Miss Jones on how to proceed during her police interview. Further investigation is warranted to gather more information about the ownership of the Gucci handbag and the circumstances surrounding the altercation between Miss Jones and Miss Davies. This will help us build a strong defense for Miss Jones and guide her through the legal process.
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