Should the death penalty be legal in the UK?
In this essay I will looking at the history of the death penalty was it first introduced and then the process of it being abolished. Investigating what countries still have the death penalty and which do not. I will then be looking at both sides of the argument if the death penalty should be legal in the UK?
Pollitics.co.uk (2023) tells us that the death penalty was first introduced to the UK in 1500’s. The Murder Act was first established in 1752 where if a person were convicted of murder, they would be hung within 48 hours (about 2 days). This would be a public viewing. This was a cruel way to scare over individuals. Even children were forced to attend, but this stopped in 1868 when the Prisons Act was enforced where hanging people would occur inside a prison. In 1933 the Children’s and young person’s Act came into power where it prevented anyone from under the age of 18 getting the death penalty. And then in April of 1948 the death penalty was banned in the UK due to a vote from The House of Commons for five years but was overturned by the House of Lords. In 1965 the Murder act was introduced where individuals that were convicted of murder would be sentenced to life in prison instead of being sentenced to the death penalty, this was confirmed in 1969 after a review of the law. In 1988 the Human Rights Act was introduced Equality and Human Rights Commission (2018) states that in article 2 we have a “right to life” and in article 3 it states that we have a right to “freedom from torture and unhuman and degrading treatment”. But the death penalty was banned with exception “times of war or imminent threat of war”.” But in 2002 the death penalty was banned even in times of war.  I am now going to investigate if the death penalty is legal in other parts of the world, BBC News (2020) tells us that China executes more people than another country. Six states in the US in 2019 carried out lethal injections. In 2019 657 executions were carried out. These may seem like scary figures, but we have seen a decrease in the number of countries that still allow the death penalty Still a few places in the world have the death penalty legalized, so why not the UK? A lot of people believe the saying “eye for an eye.” Winter (2021) suggests that people should be punished when they have done something wrong, and the punishment should be deserving to the crime. But some people would argue that life in prison is a better fitted punishment as a lot of people believe that the way the death penalty is carried out it is quick and the easy way but Denno (2023) informs us that the estimated time is five minutes death normally occurs 2 minutes after the final injection, but if the lethal injection is messed up it can take up to 2 hours. Caldwell, Chang, and Myers (2020) tell us that the lethal injection consists of 3 stages the first is to anesthetic the heart, the second stage is to paralyze them, and final stage is to stop their breathing completely.  in 2016 there was an investigation carried out where they determined if the individuals were awake during the execution, they found this out by looking at the levels of anesthetic in the blood. They found out that inmates were still trying to breathe the feeling was described to feel like you are drowning or being suffocated. So is this make us question if the lethal injection is ethically and morally correct Sawiki (2022) suggests that it is not ethical for medical professional's to be involved with Lethal Injections as they are supposed to be healers, and this is doing the opposite. Death Penalty information Centre (2017) shares the same view “does not cause a cruelty free death” telling us that the injection is not ethically correct. Which goes onto suggest that by us using the death penalty are we ourselves murders as well. Although I have discussed numerous was how the death penalty is not an ethical way some would argue that the death penalty protects society from serial killers. A lot of people believe that the Death Penalty is also a more effective way of stopping people from doing the crime Amenesty (2023) disagrees and tells us that it isn't any less effective than life is prison.
In conclusion the death penalty has a long History in the UK constantly introducing new laws coming into power as we see society grow and become less violent. We also see that just because the death penalty is not a thing in the UK It is still happening in other parts of the world, and we see that the UK has developed more as a society then other parts of the world. We have also looked at the different sides of the argument where on one hand some people believe that using the death penalty, we are protecting everyone but on the other hand it is morally incorrect as we have discovered the lethal inject can cause the individual a lot of pain, and that some people would argue that by killing murders we are selves are as bad as them.
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