Seminar Notes ECYW4002 1960’s

Slide 1 –
Good afternoon and welcome to my seminar which focuses on a decade of my choice. The decade I have decided to focus on is - 
Slide 2 –
The 1960s

Slide 3 –
Some things that I will examine today are The Albemarle Report, Notable Events of the 1960s, Influences on young people from the decade, communities and music.
Throughout my seminar I will draw some comparisons towards life for young people today.

Slide 4 – The Albemarle report. 
In 1958 a report into youth work was commissioned by the ministry of education. 
This report in main was created to address what was commonly being referred to as, youth problems and an appearing increase in teenage delinquency. There was also the impending boom in youth population following “The Bulge” or the post war baby boom who were now becoming young people in the 1960’s. The end of national service also caused concern for the Conservative government at the time. 

Slide 5 – 
The report Emphasised the importance of voluntary access. 
This is still very much relevant today. Youth clubs promote an open-door policy where young people can choose to engage. Many of the provisions that are available today are run by voluntary organisations in the community or faith led groups 
The report also stated the importance of Youth clubs being a social space for young people and not just somewhere to train and teach young people. 
Through attending today’s youth clubs, young people have the option to engage in provided activities or make social use of the building.

The report stated that youth work should be adaptable and flexible to young peoples needs. This remains the same today with youth work provisions evolving and adapting with the changes of young people.

Slide 6

Some of the main recommendations from the report were 
to introduce a 10 year development programme.
A youth work council to be established.
Youth Workers should receive standardised training and a professional qualification should be established.

There should be an increase in funding for youth services. David S Smith noted that £28 million was spent between 1960 and 1968 on 3000 building projects in England and Wales. He also goes on to mention that the number of full-time workers more than doubled in the ten years that followed publication of the Report.



I feel that there are a number of comparisons between the 1960 Albemarle report recommendations and the youth work of today, for example –
The Youth Work Strategy for Wales sets out a programme of action intended to improve youth work provision, evaluate funding and to establish a clear qualifications pathway to standardise professional Youth Work . 
 
There are several ways in which Young people today contribute to youth strategy and participation. The Youth Parliament aims to highlight issues and offers a chance for Young people to have their voices heard on a national scale. 

More locally Youth Services run consultation groups with the Young people to ask them what is working well, what they would change and planning of future provisions. 

Slide 7 – Communities
The 1960s saw a rise in industry and employment. This resulted in new industries emerging such as technology and aviation. Young people were earning more than previous generations. Goods were more freely available than they had been following the war and in the 1950’s so spending also increased. 
Education also changed in the 1960’s with more university places been offered to a wider range of young people. Further Education options also increased with the introduction of colleges and polytechnics. 
In 1961 the contraceptive pill became available for women at Family Planning Associations.  
Fortunately, contraception remains freely available and accessible to all today. 
In 1967 another piece of legislation was introduced, The Sexual Offences Act. This Act legalised homosexual acts between two consenting adults over the age of 21. Prior to this any homosexual acts were illegal. Although this change showed a positive step in attitudes towards homosexuality there continued to be discrimination against the gay community. This discrimination is still evident today with a recent example of the debate around laws relating to the LGBTQ+ community. 
In terms of where young people were living, thanks to government incentives, there was a steep rise in the building of social housing in particular high-rise flats. Many smaller communities were demolished and people from different areas were relocated to live in estates and high-rise flats. These estates and blocks of flats became areas of poverty.
 In comparison to today the demand for social housing is at an all-time high and more people are living in poverty. Social housing estates and blocks of flats continue to often be areas of deprivation. 
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There were a number of notable events and Influences on young people during the 60’s.
Between 1960 and 1963 National service for men came to an end. 
There were several political issues of unrest during 1960s for example, the war in Vietnam although started in 1955 it would carry on throughout the decade eventually coming to an end in 1975. This war was deemed by many to be an unlawful war and resulted in many young people finding their voices through protest. I believe that we can draw upon similarities with life today for example the ongoing war in the Ukraine has seen many young people take to protest and show their support for what they feel is an unjust war and attack on innocent lives.
In 1963 Dr Martin Luther King took to the Lincoln Memorial in Washington DC to deliver his famous “I have a Dream” speech. This speech was instrumental in bringing people of all ages and races together. 
Unfortunately, Racial issues remain today. In recent years movements such as Black Lives Matter have seen young people attempting to enforce social change and raise awareness similar to how Dr King did in 1963.

Some other notable events and influences included – 
The flower power Movement – this was a movement brought in to promote peace and love and to oppose war and fighting.
But having said that this was also a decade which saw the Construction of the Berlin wall to divide people from East and West Germany.
The Moon landing gave hope for developments in the future – it is estimated that in 1969 a global audience of around 650 million people watched the moon landing. 


Slide – Music
I’d like to finish with what in my opinion is the best part of the 1960’s and something I don’t feel will ever be replicated again………… The Music!
The Beatles, The Who, The Rollin Stones and The Kinks. The 1960s saw a dominance of British influences in music. But would also see the emergence of other notable artists such as Jimmi Hendrix, The Beach boys, Bob Dylan and Led Zepplin.
Music was often difficult for young people to gain access to in the early 1960’s and as such a growth in Pirate radio station developed. Radio stations such as Radio Caroline appeared. These radio stations would broadcast from ships and would give young people the opportunity to listen to music that was not available to them at the time through mainstream popular radio stations.
During a recent conversation about 60s music with my Dad, he told me that at the time he would listen to Pirate radio stations at night with the radio underneath his pillow so that his parents would not hear him listening to music that many described as being unruly.
A comparison to this for young people today is music streaming. In recent years we also saw a rise in illegal streaming services such as Napster.
During this time however we saw the first clashes involving music between young people. In 1964 two groups of young people identified in the media as Mods and Rockers clashed during a peaceful anti-war protest. 
It is my belief that we can draw similar comparisons with music that young people listen to today. For example, we often hear about the negative influence, violence promoting and derogatory lyrics within rap music. 
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In Conclusion, the 1960s was an important decade for youth work with the publication of the Albemarle report which had been commissioned by the ministry of education. 
Some of it’s key findings were the importance of voluntary access, youth clubs being used as a social space and that youth work needed to be adaptable and flexible.
It would go on to recommend such things as Young people needing to be involved in production of youth services and that there should be an increase in funding for youth services.
The 1960s would also see a Rise in youth employment 
The contraceptive pill became available on the NHS and In 1967 The Sexual Offences Act legislation was introduced, which legalised homosexual acts between two consenting adults over the age of 21.
Events during the 1960s which had an effect on young peoples lives included National service for men coming to an end, The Vietnam War and the moon landing.
The 1960’s maybe always best known for its contribution to music culture with British bands like the Beatles leading the way, however we would see for the first-time violent clashes between two different music genres. 

Finally We can draw several comparisons for young people in the 60s and for young people today – 
Voluntary engagement in youth work is still paramount to its success.
Sexual health is still as important to young people now as it was then
Young people are still fighting for what they believe is right whether that be unlawful wars or human rights.
And music will always be important to young people.
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Thank you for listening, I’m happy to answer any questions.
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