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The purpose of this essay is to give a view of why teaching Welsh is important in an English medium school, this relates to an article by Huw Lewis AM, which is titled, ‘Welsh Second Language within our new curriculum’. The purpose of Lewis writing this article is to promote teaching welsh to children, specifically between the ages of 3-16, where it should be compulsory (Welsh Second Language within our new curriculum, 15/10/2015, pp.2).

Lewis’ article relates to ‘Successful Futures’ by Professor Graham Donaldson and ‘One language for all’ by Professor Sioned Davies.  One way in which Lewis’ article shows comparison to Donaldson’s ‘Successful Futures’ is by having the same view towards the fact that learning the Welsh language as a second language in the curriculum should be compulsory up to the age of 16, Lewis outlines a specific quote from Donaldson in his article which says, “The cultural, cognitive and practical benefits of learning Welsh as a living language provide a strong case for its inclusion as a compulsory element in the school curriculum.” This provides us with the knowledge that the curriculum that is being put into place is going to strongly promote the use of Welsh language to help children understand their culture more.  In addition, it will also help children benefit from learning the language practically so that they will be able to hold conversations well in Welsh by the age they are 16 as they have been learning it as a second language for the majority of their lives. Sioned Davies brings a different perspective this topic but equally demonstrates her passion in her report where she says, “It is undeniably the eleventh hour for Welsh second language. Although there are many wonderful teachers working in the field, and some individual examples of exemplary teaching, Estyn reports show that the overall standard has fallen.” (One Language for all, September 2013, pp.1) This is put more bluntly than how Lewis is writing in his article but the quote shows that they are both very passionate about how the Welsh language being taught needs to be an essential thing in schools. Davies uses Estyn’s report as a driving force to put her point across to gain attention because this shows that schools will be downgraded in Estyn reports for lack of using the Welsh language and therefore schools should act to make a difference. 

The first area from the article that is important is focusing on the skills the students leave school with in relation to being able to speak Welsh as a second language, the main point from Lewis’ article that mentions skills is, “We know that far too many young people are leaving schools without the effective Welsh language skills they need for the world of work, life and study, despite studying Welsh as a second language for many years.”( Welsh Second Language within our new curriculum, 15/10/2015, pp.1) This refers to two main areas which are important.  Firstly, the quote mentions that young people are leaving schools without effective skills and therefore aren’t ready for work, life and study.  This is supported by Sioned Davies’ report where she says, “Welsh second language is the worst performing subject at Key Stage 3, with only 68.2% of pupils achieving the expected level.” (One Language for all, September 2013, pp.15) This quote supports what Lewis’ saying as it is proving that there is a problem with the skills and ability that young people are leaving school with after learning welsh as a second language. The second point that the original quote mentions is the fact that young people are leaving school with a low ability and knowledge in Welsh and this shouldn’t be the case as they have been studying welsh for years and as mentioned in Lewis’ article they will have been learning Welsh from the age of three to the age of sixteen. Donaldson’s ‘Successful Futures’ says, “the place of the Welsh language in the curriculum needs to be strengthened.” As well as this, Donaldson’s report also suggests that there needs to be greater focus on children’s ability and confidence in speaking Welsh. (Gov.Wales, March 2018, pp.7) This is further proof that the ability of young children should be much higher when studying Welsh as a second language and when people have studied Welsh for thirteen years their overall ability should be a lot higher than it currently is with people ending their compulsory learning at the age of sixteen.  Lewis’ report suggests that the way in which young people will be further developed in their skill being of being able to speak, listen and write in welsh is by introducing acknowledgement for skills gained, “in all schools and settings.” (Welsh Second Language within our new curriculum,15/10/2015, pp.2)

The second area from the article which is important is that, “all children and young people in Wales (to) have an opportunity to successfully learn Welsh” and to see the Welsh language and other languages to be, “an attractive and worthwhile option” this shows that Lewis is trying to encourage bilingualism as attractive and as something that children want to learn, instead of fearing an additional language, the interesting thing that Lewis says that he wants other languages, not just Welsh to be seen as attractive, which shows that he would rather the children and young people of Wales to be seen as knowledgeable in more than just one language. The Welsh language is a growing language and is important for finding jobs in the future, this is supported by Cardiff University who say, “All public sector organisations in Wales are legally bound to provide services in both Welsh and English and many private companies do so because it's good for business. This makes Welsh-speaking employees a very attractive asset to companies!” (Cardiff University, 12/06/2008) This proves that speaking welsh is very important for leaving school, because jobs inside Wales are looking for people who can speak Welsh so that the companies that are employing are able to offer bilingual support to whoever they are serving. This is further evidence as to why Welsh should be taught thoroughly and the teachers who are teaching the Welsh should be trained fully in order for the children and young people to reach their full potential. On the other hand, in a survey recorded between April-July 2013 it was concluded that, “only 59 per cent stated it was important to “actually speak Welsh”” (NewStatesman, 18/11/2015) this suggests that maybe it is not the teaching that is damaging the skill of young people leaving school, but it is the young people who are less motivated to want to learn Welsh as they feel that it isn’t necessary and isn’t important for later in life.

Overall, I think that it is very important to teach Welsh and allow children and young people to be able to reach a full potential in their ability to speak, listen and write in Welsh. The main area I think that needs to be improved is that Welsh needs to be put across as important and interesting specifically to teenagers, I know from when I was in school, Welsh was the main lesson that people would purposely miss because they would rather not learn Welsh because it was deemed as pointless. Therefore, I think that although Welsh does need to remain compulsory between the ages of three to sixteen and there does need to be a further push in order to allow the children and young people to learn more in Welsh and have an improved range of skills in Welsh when leaving school, children and young people need to see the Welsh language as important, because if they don’t, they have no motivation to learn Welsh, and therefore the skill and ability will remain low.
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