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Introduction:
 Africa is known to have one of the world's largest supplies of the earth’s natural materials that in fact lead them to renewable energy? (Onyango, 2024). For instance, Morrocco has recently implemented the use of a solar energy collection field called Noor Ouarzazate Concentrated Solar Power Complex, this is to begin their process onto using and relying on renewable energy sources in this case solar energy which powers their electricity and heating sources (World Bank Group, 2025). Sustainable tourism refers to the act of visitors or tourists visiting a destination that meets the needs of local communities and the environment without leaving any damage or harm to the nature resources (Information Resources Management Association, 2019). Sustainable tourism is important, not only to Africa but also to the world. The importance to the world is that sustainable tourism protects environments and reduces carbon footprints. With sustainable tourism, certain destinations remain healthy and even like they have been untouched (Hynes, 2022). The purpose of this essay is to highlight the context of sustainable tourism in Africa and their sustainability practices, focusing on specific regions and evaluating case studies as well as Sustainable Development Goals. Exploring this topic will reveal important Sustainable Tourism procedures in Africa.

Main Body:
Wildlife tourism is a majorly popular pull factor for tourists visiting many destinations within Africa. Wildlife tourism is when an individual travels to witness animals that may not be a typical every day sight, such as partaking in a safari trip to see Lions, Leopards, Elephants and even Rhinoceros. It also entails seeing plant life in its natural habitat (UN Tourism, 2016). East Africa is particularly the most popular with wildlife tourism in Kenya and Tanzania (Falk, 2024). Kenya’s wildlife tourism relies on their national parks and Safari’s that they offer, this is huge for Kenya’s economic growth and development. The growth has been adapted to modern Western ideologies that will provide clear decisions in the future developments even though much progress has been made and some inequality and unsustainable practices have affected indigenous groups like the Maasai tribe (Akama, Maingi and Camargo, 2011).
 In Kenya, they have a policy act to combat and aid the wildlife management called the ‘Wildlife Conservation and Management (WCMA) Act 2013’ this is to ensure that everyone has a reasonable access and the right to enjoy witnessing wildlife in their natural environment without unwarranted damage caused to the environment, the WCMA also details on the wildlife conservation efforts and the responsibilities that the Kenyan government has towards these issues (WWF.Org, 2025). To combat the issue of poaching animals in Kenya, that laws and penalties have been very strongly broadened. As animal poaching is illegal, this can come with a penalty of 15 years or more in prison or a very hefty fine (Hance, 2013). Working to stop poaching in Kenya also relies on community action which involves volunteers watching over key poaching areas, conservation groups working to assist and government support throughout the process, they will also use GPS devices and camera traps to catch people out (IFAW.org, 2020).
[bookmark: _Int_LkQKArtz]Cultural sensitivity is defined as being aware of and accepting the cultural differences and similarities with no judgement towards their practices or beliefs, it also involves willingness to adapt and change your behaviours when visiting new places and also gaining an appreciation towards other cultures beliefs, behaviours and values (Schmidt, 2023). Having an awareness of your own cultural background and possible biased opinions is also a crucial part of having the skill of cultural awareness when visiting other areas of the world, this helps with avoiding making assumptions and judgements of other people and it creates and environment where all cultures will feel respected and tolerated (The Oxford Review, 2024).To summarise, cultural sensitivity offers an inclusive setting where multiple vies and beliefs are respected and cooperation with one another can work as well as respect and less misunderstandings towards another culture. 
How does culture shape tourism? Cultural tourism is a way of providing opportunities to learn about and witness the way in which other people live their normal day-to-day lives; you can travel to learn about these factors by attending local cultural festivals or even visiting the pyramids in Egypt (Dr Hayley Stainton, 2021). Culture tourism is ever growing, it is shaping the overall tourism economy by adapting a new generation of visitors to the market as it has something different to offer to everyone, from the experiences to the skills you could learn, many people partake in cultural tourism to learn new languages, gain specific skills or even people going on a regular holiday with family will come across culture unintentionally (Dr Hayley Stainton, 2021).
[bookmark: _Int_3hCJ3Q7O]Stereotyping other cultures or areas when travelling is when a tourist has preconceived ideas about the particular destination, culture or areas which have been talked about negatively in the media (Tung, King and Tse, 2019). Some misconceptions people may have towards Kenya as a whole could be poverty, disease exposure, corruption and drought due to what media outlets choose to publish about the country. Although 39% of Kenyan’s ‘live below the national poverty line’ the majority of Eastern Africa has a really high economy rate but with this comes differences to the locals regarding the fact that the economic growth has not yet improved or touched the lives of the majority of residents in the Eastern Africa region (Bhattar, 2023). With stereotyping comes cultural erosion, people feed into an immensely detrimental cycle that can damage a destination’s selling image. 
UN Sustainable Development Goals for the world are in 17 categories, some of which are No Poverty, Zero Hunger and Good Health and Well-being. Africa has pledged to follow three SDG’s very strictly, these goals are numbers 4 (Quality Education), 2 (Zero Hunger) and 6 (Clean Water and Sanitisation). The African Promise pledges to ensure that quality education is accessible for everyone and provided in all areas in Africa as they need to teach children very early on in life in order for them to have the best start. Their aim to end hunger is also admirable due to the fact that they provide daily meals for children in every school and helped them start up their own school farms in order for them to grow their own produce, clean water and sanitisation has also been implemented to ensure that the schools and children/families have access at all times to clean water as it is said that 620 million children do not have access to basic sanitisation and clean water, most of these children living within the sub-Saharan region (African Promise, 2021). 
UNTWO is The United Nations World Tourism Organisation, they have the role of promoting sustainable tourism practices globally, they also pledge to ensure that people respect basic human rights, gender inclusion and gender equality (UN Tourism, 2025). Specifically for the African region, UN Tourism support stakeholders so that they can push to develop the overall tourism drive in Africa and spread a positive message and image for Africa (UN Tourism, 2025a). 
Implementations that Kenya are trying to enforce include improving the air quality and access, the diversity of tourism and healing the coastlines (Strategic Tourism Advisors, 2018). With their efforts with these implementations, the impact on tourism in Kenya could be highly significant and effective with environmental, social and economic impacts. Improving the air quality will benefit by reducing pollution, greenhouse gasses and protecting the ecosystems that surround Africa as a whole. Diversifying tourism can aid Kenya by reducing how much people depend on one singular type of tourism, for example, going on an all-inclusive holiday. They can push to advertise wildlife safaris, etc. Finally, healing coastlines can be positive by pushing environmental protection to protect the biodiversity in the fish, coral and birds.
A critical evaluation on points that have been previously brought to the attention of the reader in this essay is that there are many clear points on sustainable tourism in Africa, and mainly descriptive information. There is a lot of information and resources that only refer to Africa as one whole place and do not focus on singular regions within the African continent. 
Kenya has implemented many sustainable tourism strategies to support the local environment and communities that are spread across the region. The strategies in place include developing community conservation groups and promoting sustainable tourism practices in visitors (Richard, 2024). In this study, Richard also details that Kenya’s strategies also try to include involving local communities in order for them to benefit from the social and economic factors. Kenya is working towards lowering the carbon emissions and protecting the wildlife. So far, Kenya has seen immense success with their sustainable strategies showing a 90% increase in their renewable energy and clean practices as well as their agricultural productivity (United Nations, 2025), Although with their huge success there are still challenges that remain with unemployment and some areas remaining in poverty and gaps within their implementations. 
[bookmark: _Int_EZKCjXDO]When sustainability comes into play there are three main pillars that you should consider, these are economic viability, social equity and environmental protection, all of these pillars give a balanced control on ensuring sustainable development and practices are followed in an easy and efficient manner (Akkermans, 2023). Kenya actively follows these three pillars of sustainability development by addressing the economic pillar which focusses on building a strong local economy and using energy in an efficient context, whilst addressing the social pillar they seek to imropove local residents wellbeing and education, following on with the environmental pillar in which they put strict policies in place which includes the Climate Change Act and banning of plastic bans and cleaner energy sources (Duale, 2025).

Recommendations: 
Some recommendations that could be put into place for Kenya to follow and strengthen thier sustainable tourism image could be increasing the community-led tourism projects in order for local communities to benefit financially and economically from visitor spending and expanding their renewable energy usage into hotels and transport systems as this is not a huge part of their sustainable goals as of yet. Kenya could also improve their waste management even though they are doing well with their management programmes, there is always room for improvement. A final recommendation can be the local council and governments offering free training programmes for communities in hospitality.

Conclusion: 
To conclude this essay, sustainable tourism in Africa and specifically Kenya just shows the sheer importance of protecting their natural environments and supporting the local communities and schools. Throughout this essay, it has been detailed that Africa holds many strong and valuable natural resources and cultural possessions that are significant in attracting tourists to the continent and specifically to Kenya for safari trips every year, this also comes with strong and strict sustainability practices that are crucial to protecting the wildlife that could be encountered on these safari rides. Kenya has in fact shown great progress with their sustainable policies which is detailed in the Wildlife Conservation and Management Act along with their efforts to reduce poaching. However, with all of these positives we have come across some negatives and challenges which strongly include remaining poverty, unemployment and the uneven distribution of benefits that tourism brings. The indigenous people within Kenya and other regions and Africa will feel these negatives heavily. To expand on this conclusion, by Kenya enlarging the community led tourism, improving the waste control and offering training programmes for local communities they can really broaden their sustainability goals as well as meeting them and improve the overall tourism experience which could increase their tourism numbers annually.
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