1705125	EAEE5006	1870	
The purpose of this reflective paper is to learn through analysing my own experience and link theory, policy and practices. A widely used model is Gibbs Reflective Cycle (1998) which has been used throughout to develop my professional practice. Before studying this module of Safeguarding in the Early Years I had little experience and knowledge of the subject. Initially I only knew about two main policies of safeguarding children, namely The United Nations Convention of the Rights of Children (1990) and The Disclosure and Barring Service. Throughout this course I have studied The UNCRC (1990) and the role this legally-binding international agreement has played in changing how the world view’s children and their rights. Furthermore, the UNCRC (1990) has firmly embedded into the Welsh Governments legislation, policies and programmes concerning the rights of children and young people in Wales.  The Foundation Phase (2015) highlights that the Welsh Government has summarised the UNCRC into 7 Core Aim’s in conjunction with the Children Act 1989 and 2004 which will be used as a national framework for developing policies and practices with the best interest of children and young people at its core. My initial knowledge and understanding of The DBS were very limited, I was aware that I required one to participate in the course of Early Years and   also   for my placement working in a primary school. My understanding of the DBS was gleaned from the Bichard Report (2005). This resulted after the Soham murders in 2002 where an IT intelligence system for England and Wales was developed to share updated information and an enhanced disclosure become a requirement. Subsequently, legislation changed under The Protection of Freedoms Act 2012, which saw the replacement of the Criminal Records Bureau and the Independent Safeguarding Authority into what we now know as the DBS scheme. 
Prior to preparing for the Initial Child Protection Conference, it was paramount that I understood the principle and procedures that occur before, during and after the conference. I found researching for the conference straightforward as they are multiple reliable resources. I referred to the All Wales Child Protection Procedures 2008 constantly throughout as it shows a high standard of child protection procedures and more importantly is supported by Children Act 2004. The procedures are essential for all individuals and agencies working with children and families. I had developed my knowledge of the AWCPP 2008 after reading the Waterhouse Report 2000 which recommended an independent advocacy service for children and young people. In 2001 Wales had established their first Children’s Commissioner for Wales (Children’s Commissioner for Wales Act 2001) in advance of any other countries in the UK. In hindsight possibly I overelied on this one source however, the information is accurate and relevant. I undertook further preparation before the conference and researched the nature of the role of Head teacher and designated safeguarding person at the school. The Education Act 2002 and Safeguarding Children: Working Together Under the Children Act 2004 confirm clear roles and responsibilities that schools, headteachers and staff have statutory duties to operate in a way that considers the need to safeguard and promote the welfare of children. The Department for Education and Skill (2015) and NSPCC establish infrastructure and arrangements that need to be in place to ensure that people in the education service have the skills, means and training necessary to ensure children are protected from harm. Additionally, I researched Estyn policy and procedures for safeguarding (2016) , invaluable for my professional practice as they implement policies by following locally agreed safeguarding procedures and establish links with Area Safeguarding Children Boards, Local Safeguarding Children Boards. They work actively with other agencies in developing strategies that are designed to share information and to prevent risk of abuse happening. 
At the beginning of the conference, I felt each professional made a clear statement about the purpose of their role. As well as ensuring good working practice by following the AWCPP 2008 and Safeguarding Children: Working Together Under the Children Act 2004 which state that if any person has knowledge concerns or suspicions that a child is suffering, or has suffered or is likely to be at risk of harm then they have  a responsibility to ensure that the concerns are communicated to multi-agencies across the relevant disciplines who have statutory duties to enquire and intervene when necessary. This knowledge is essential because of my profession I am in continuous contact with children in my care. The conference helped me to develop my understanding of the need for multi-disciplinary involvement in the safeguarding of children. This was reinforced through my research into the Laming Report 2003. The Laming Report 2003 highlighted no less than 12 key occasions when relevant services had obligation and opportunity to intervene in protecting the life of an abused child named Victoria Climbié. The damning report noted a whole scale failure of the multi- disciplined agencies who should have been safeguarding that child. 
Reflecting upon the conference and the different perspectives that each professional contributed provided me with the knowledge that each agency where considerate of the UNCRC article 3 and Social Services and Well-Being Act Wales 2014. Every organisation concerned were working towards what is best for the child. Furthermore, each agent showed good working practice by sharing information with multi-agents by bringing individual reports. This summarises their involvement with the family, the child’s development and health and also presents their professional opinion of the parent’s ability to safeguard the child (AWCPP 2008 & The Children Act 2004).  The conference provided an opportunity to deepen my knowledge and understanding of the different professionals and their roles when coming into contact with children and families.  Safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children is a shared responsibility between agencies and professionals and crucially is dependent upon multi-agents working together effectively. (Safeguarding Children: Working Together Under the Children Act 2004).  
 During the conference I occasionally felt frustrated at how some agencies perceived the child in question. An example of this was a statement noting that during the initial assessment the child was very reluctant to interact and was attributed to the child’s personality. It states clearly in the AWCPP (2008: 193) that ‘all reports should distinguish between what is fact, observation, allegation or opinion’. I felt this subjective statement was an unfair statement prejudicial to the child under the circumstances.  I subsequently felt annoyed that I did not question the allegation at the time as I did not want to present as unprofessional. Re-evaluating my opinion was a valuable exercise allowing me to appraise my   professional development and enhancing my confidence to speak on the behalf of and in the best interest of the child. I felt the experience increased my sense of responsibility to act on behalf of the children in my care and the importance a school setting has on a child’s welfare. According to the NSPCC, schools play a crucial role in protecting children as they have regular contact with children and are in strong positions to identify signs of abuse. 
At the conclusion of the conference all professionals agreed that both children are suffering or have suffered or are likely to be at risk of significant harm and should be subject to a Child Protection Plan under the category of neglect. Having read the AWCPP 2008 I conclude, that identifying both children are likely to be at risk of significant harm underpins good child protection practice. The AWCPP 2008 confirms that child protection enquiries should always be aware of the safety and needs of any siblings, or other children within the household. The term significant harm was introduced by The Children Act 1989 as a threshold that supports intervention into families lives in order to protect children but ‘significant harm’ has no absolute criteria. A single event of abuse such as sexual abuse or physical abuse could be the cause of significant abuse to a child or could be significant harm over a period in time which happens more frequently (AWCPP 2008).  My skills have been developed through my involvement in a Child Protection conference, gaining experience and knowledge about correct policies and procedures. Reflection has provided me with an opportunity to look back on the progress of learning before and after the conference and identify my weaknesses. Before the conference I initially thought as I made the referral that it was automatically a section 47 under The Children Act 1989. Further research and communication with the multi-agents made me aware of the child protection process.  I gained a fuller understanding of each of the six stages from referral, initial assessment, strategy discussion, strategy meeting, child protection section 47 enquiry then lastly the child protection conference. 
Following the child protection plan I felt the decision to obtain an injunction to keep Mr Davies away from the family was in the best interest of the children and family. However, further suggestions to move the children with their biological father I felt it should not be considered, as no further insight was given about the biological father.  I felt the mother needed much more support and considering The Children Act 1989 parental responsibility lies with the mother, and she should be given every opportunity to keep her family together. The conference allowed me to recognise the support each agency can provide in supporting the family.  Additional knowledge was researched prior to attending the Child Protection Conference was gained from researching the Education Act 2002 and the Children Act 2004. These statutes oblige teachers to record and share information on children’s development and progress. They also impose a duty to inform the multi-disciplinaries/agencies when children are under a Child Protection Plan. 
In conclusion, the experience of attending The Child Protection Conference was invaluable   as initially my knowledge of safeguarding procedures was wholly inadequate. By the end of the conference I gained a clear understanding of the complex procedural aspects of safeguarding. This was due in a large part to the clarity of The AWCPP 2008 which are applicable to all 22 Local Authorities in Wales. The conference enabled me to gain the relevant knowledge of the statutory and legislative framework. I have learnt that an underpinning stable life where their welfare needs are met are paramount children to flourish and develop in an educational context (Department for Children, Schools and Families 2010).
The conference has made me realise the need for safeguarding procedures to be firmly embedded in the professional practices of all agencies. Communication between agencies is vital and careful vigilance needs to be observed by every child care professional. In a world where rapidly, changing technology has presented new risks that threaten the safety of children it is essential that child care professionals commit to Continuous Professional Development at all stages of their careers. 
Whilst harrowing at times the real-life case studies illustrated how the law has often evolved reactively. I feel upon reflection that this is sad and maybe the law needs to be more proactive so that a child does not have to suffer before we move our legislation forward. After my experience at the conference I have decided that I want to work with children who need a voice. Upon reflection, attending the conference has been a great experience. 
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